












Key concepts of social theory 
By Liam Cresci (1902592)

















	

Society can be defined as a group of people, who share a common economic, social and industrial infrastructure. Societies usually also share a common cultural and social background.

Humans are social animals that instinctively merge into societies in order to thrive, this answers why societies have always been formed throughout civilization. 

However, over the millions of years that societies have been around for, there have been many changes that have affected societies and have caused different societies to be formed. 

In this essay, I aim to analyse the key concepts of social theory that have lead to these changes, these concepts include social evolution, industrialisation, social class, inequality and the development of the welfare state within the UK. I will also examine the sociological perspectives of Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim and Max Weber and analyse what affect these perspectives had on society. 








In order to get a full understanding of the key concepts of social theory, we must first study social evolution and understand from where it came. 

Herbert Spencer was a British sociologist that focused on the conception of evolution, after reading Charles darwins ‘On the Origin of Species’, Spencer coined the term “survival of the fittest” which strongly suggests natural selection. Spencers theory of social evolution consisted of the belief that primitive societies tend to be unstable and therefore prone to failure, in other words extinction. He also believed that great complexity equated to increased stability and that stability is achieved in different parts of the social organism. Society had evolved from basic to complex over the years. 

In order to truly understand social actions, you must first have some knowledge of human nature. Basic human nature can be described as having characteristics, that include thinking, feeling, and acting, which humans are believed to have naturally. The most basic human actions are to eat, drink, sleep and reproduce, for many years this is all humans would focus on, but, as society developed so did our wants and needs. This is what allowed our society to become more complex and therefore advanced humans as a species. Overall, social evolution can be described as a process of creation and development of new, more complex, and more effective forms of social organisation. This takes place under the influence of ecological, demographic, technological and economic factors. 

A factor that greatly shifted society was the introduction of industrialization. According to [foundations.uwgb.org], in the 18th and early 19th centuries a rapid development of industry took place in Britain which soon spread to Western Europe and North America. The industrial revolution brought about many new jobs for the people within Britain, this is when different classes within society began to occur, for example, the bosses of large industrial businesses were of the richest in society and were therefore the upper class, the people working within the businesses were earning money to be able to live comfortably and were the middleclass, finally there was the lower class who either didn’t earn enough for a comfortable living or didn’t have jobs. The lower class were often starving and sick since they didn’t have the resources needed in order to stay healthy and so in order to combat this situation, the British government created the welfare state in 1948 [www.thoughtco.com], the welfare state works by the government giving money to the families that are struggling in order for them to be able to have the things that they need to live a healthy lifestyle. The introduction of the welfare state improved health, education and employment within the uk and allowed society to advance as a whole. 











I will now go on to examine the perspectives of the ‘big three’ within sociology which are Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim and Max Weber. I will compare their views as well as the impact they had on societies. 

Karl Marx a revolutionary philosopher that believed that all countries should have adopted communism. According to [yourdictionary.com] communism is defined as a ‘theory or system characterised by the ownership or sharing of all property by the community as a whole’. Marx believed that by sharing all property within a community, it would abolish the different levels of class that are in society. Marx, along with his friend and collaborator Friedrich Engels wrote the pamphlet ‘the communist manifesto’. Within the manifesto, Marx spoke of a revolution within Europe that would lead to communism being used throughout the continent. Marx never lived to see the effects that his work had, however, Marxism impacted society in Russia in 1917 after the Bolshevik revolution creating the USSR, Marxist ideas also went on to impact other countries such as China and Vietnam. Although, Marxism didn’t impact the world as Marx had intended it did cause a huge change within certain countries that adopted the Marxist ideas. 

As stated on [study.com], Emile Durkheim was a sociologist known for his views on the structure of society. He focused on how traditional and modern societies evolved, his concept was made up of social facts. Durkheim differed from other sociologists of his time since instead of focusing on internal in nature he instead focused on external in nature, Durkheim believed that collective consciousness, values, and rules were critical to a functioning society. Durkheim’s concepts are still studied today by sociologists, for example, they rely on his concepts of anomie to study how violence occurs. Durkheim also helps explain why protesting can help raise awareness and help create change. Durkheim has been dubbed the ‘godfather of sociology’ due to him being a pioneer in the topic. 

Max weber is another person considered as a founder of sociology, according to [thoughtco.com] he is known mostly for three theoretical contributions, his formulation of the connection between culture and economy, conceptualizing how people and institutions have come to society, and “the iron cage” of bureaucracy and how it shapes our lives. Much of his work is relevant to this day and is still used by sociologists, his theory of “the iron cage” is very relevant to this day and age where technology is at the epicentre of everything we do. 

Each of the ‘big three’ sociologists contribute different yet important viewpoints to sociology, their work is still studied to this day by other sociologists which is a testament to their forward thinking and pioneering views. They may have had a difference in opinions to one another, however, each persons views are equally important when considering their contribution to sociology as a whole. 

To conclude, after much research into the topic of social theory it is interesting to see how society developed over the millions of years that humans have been walking the earth. Since the creation of the first societies until now the main goal has been for humans to thrive and by working within societies it has allowed for greater success. It was also interesting to learn about the views of the founders of sociology (marx, Durkheim, and weber) and analyse the impact they have had on the topic of sociology. 
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