How far was the cult of saints ‘a community of the dead in service of the living’?

When approaching this question, it is important to establish that we can perceive saints as a ‘community’ because they were often worshipped and celebrated in similar ways, despite the differences in their individual stories. As Bartlett describes, ‘a saint was not a person of a particular type but a person who was treated in a particular way’ (Bartlett, Why Can the Dead do such great things? p. 95). This togetherness is key to analysing the question as it allows us to understand the nature of worshipping saints for all people in the Middle Ages. It is also crucial to understand what was expected of the saints, but also of the people who wanted to be served, and how this reflects worship and faith at this time. 
Bartlett emphasises the expected two-way nature of the relationship between people and saints. He explains that given that God himself was not accessible to an ordinary person, saints became a bridge between the divine and the people, describing the saints as ‘an invisible friend’ (Bartlett, Why Can the Dead do such great things? p. 103). From this the saints can be seen as an extension of the divine and a way for people to be closer to God. He also explains that the role of saints in connection with the dead was positive, as it showed they cared about those that were still alive. This is a significant point, as a lot of religious imagery during the Middle Ages used the idea of fear, of damnation and torture. Going to hell or even spending a long time in purgatory were consistent fates that they would have been faced with but the idea of having a conduit of God there to pray to and ask favour from would have offered a hope and peace of mind in times of difficulty. This is most likely also because the stories of miracles from saints were of issues and ailments that people had being solved and cured instantly, whereas worry over heaven and salvation was not something that could be sorted in the short term. The presence of body part reliquaries was hugely important in this, as a hand reliquary for instance gave people the opportunity for people to be touched and blessed and for them to feel it happen before them. Ultimately, knowing that this saint cared for them and was willing to help them would have affirmed the faith of these people, meaning that in this sense this community of the dead were serving these living people in their struggles but also in affirming their faith. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, as Bartlett discusses, saints were not expected to simply serve these people without anything in return. This understanding is what is deemed as the saintly contract. He mentions the significance of the ex-voto that was to be offered in return claiming that ‘offerings to the saint, large or small, were an essential sign of revenance and devotion’ (Bartlett, Why can the Dead do such great things? p. 107). It can be seen in other aspects in faith at this time such as with indulgences and purgatory, that there had to be a sacrifice from the person in order to grant them their divine assistance. An example of this comes from the account of William of Norwich and his miracles. There are many tales of him performing miracles, but one story shows him getting angry at a sick man who wanted to be cured, asking for candles in return for a miracle. When the man replies that he wished to give them to his sister, William replies ‘so then you love her more than you do me? You have not distributed them rightly, brother’ (Thomas of Monmouth, The Life of William Norwich, Book Three, p. 90, As provided in Class). This shows that the saints did not just expect to be revered but placed on the same level as a loved one or above. This proof of devotion would earn the person the right to be cured as opposed to be merely granted the miracle. William’s repeated instructions for the man to being him candles shows that these saints were represented as also being vengeful if they felt that they were not being given the appropriate revenance, with the man waking up after a vision from William which is said to terrify him. Ultimately the man dies as he did need did not heed the warning in time and this would have served as a reminder to people at the time that they were required to give before they could take from the saints. 
Service from saints was not merely confined to what they could bring through miracles, but also through education. Their stories would have served as a message about the power of martyrdom. Saint Erasmus was a saint who was said to have endured many tortures, only to be spared in order to spread his faith. By being a martyr, Erasmus would have been perceived to have served people during his life, by refusing to renounce his faith and proven by God protecting him. His role as the patron saint of abdominal pain or pregnancy is an example of the saints being given a service not designed around the worship of a reliquary or shrine but one that was served at all times. This is a different relationship than the example mentioned above, as in this service there is not the necessity to give a gift for example, someone who follows a good life and their faith would expect to be protected by saints such as these. 
When looking at this question, it is clear that while the cult of saints was seen as a community which could serve and help the living, this was intended to be a two-way relationship. In return for performing their miracles, the saints are shown to insist on being given something in return, as a token of the faith and devotion from the person. This is important because it would have sent the message that a person must be active in their worship and humbly offer themselves before these saints, who represented the pure and divine. The idea of these saints as martyrs also explains perhaps why there would have been the expectation of a two-way relationship as if they had already proven their devotion in their life, they expected a token gesture in return to prove that the person was worthy of their divine help. Much like people were told that to gain access to heaven or make their way through purgatory they needed to make concessions and prove themselves, access to this representation of God on Earth meant that they had to do the same. 
