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There is a lot of talk between the relationship between the status of legislation as the primary source of law and the principle of statutory interpretation and the term primary law according to the UK parliament (2022) primary legislation is the phrase used for describing the main laws of the UK and is basically just an act of parliament. These both work side by side with each other and work hand in hand when the primary law essentially fails to give a fair trial to an offender statutory interpretation can provide a fairer case.  In this essay I will be discussing statutory interpretation and researching what it does and how effective it is and if it causes any problems in the court of law.
Statutory interpretation is used in court all around the world and it is when there is an uncertainty, when how to apply the law in a certain situation is difficult to understand. The court would then use a legislation under the interpretation act 1978 as the legislations will hopefully have the meaning of different words and how they were interpreted in the case before. According to the uk public general acts the interpretation act comes into force under four different sections, the first one is words of enactment, and this means every section of an act says what’s going on with induction words. The section is that an act can be amended when it is passed through parliament. There is also a judicial notice which means the judge will be noticed unless the contrary is provided y the act. The final section is the time of commencement, this is where a commission is made and when in will come into action.   As time has gone on and the rules of statutory interpretation have developed, they have provided a very crucial framework for interpretation. These are set out as rules, and they include the literal rule, the golden rule, and the mischief rule (llaver 2019). The literal rule of statutory interpretation is just when you take the words for their exact literal meaning this disregard any attempt to find another meaning of the word. For example, if a sign says no dogs allowed this applies to all dogs and disregards the fact that police dogs and guide dogs may be allowed (Stewart, 2006).  The golden rule then leads on from the literal rule, this is used to find a different meaning to a word because the literal meaning of the words is obnoxious to the public and this can be used in a two different approaches the narrower and wider approach (von hassle, 2006). The mischief rule can be very different to the literal and golden rule as these both have connotations of being the plain and simple rules whereas this rule, the mischief rule gives the judges in the court more of a discretion and lets the judge decide the parliaments intention. The rule of mischief has been said to often help resolve ambiguities in cases where the literal rule would not be helpful, however the problem with this is that the use of the rule can be limited due to the parliament’s intent (Rao 2014).
The reason statutory interpretation is needed is because the meaning of one law in a statute should always be simple and easy to follow, however from past experiences with cases this cannot always be the case. Due to many cases that come before the court have a debate in the meaning of many words ii the statute, it is the responsibility of the judge to make the decision of what each word or phrase means, and this could then cause outrage if the decision isn’t liked to be everyone. As meanings can be unclear it is necessary for the judge to link back to other statutes(allison 2021). Also, in this article it states that there many factors to why statutory interpretation is needed and this is because the world is always changing and some words may have a broad meaning for example many words have double meanings and this would be called a broad term and due to this it puts a lot of stress on to the judge as she will have to decide the situation and meaning that the word falls into. This will also change from judge to judge, as everyone is different, and that could then lead to people becoming unhappy with a verdict and may want a retrial. It is also needed as no human is perfect so a drafting error may appear consequently this can be very common in bills that have been passed between the house of lords and house of commons and due to the many amendments, there is a higher margin for mistake. Unfortunately, this will not be noticed or amended by parliament and sometimes it is just an honest mistake. Due to the constant change in the world, this does not only occur in technology, it can also occur in the English language so when the bill was set by parliament words and phrases may have a different meaning.
There are many positives to statutory interpretations and if it should be used in a court of law, statutory interpretation has a purposive approach which then shows us that by using statutory interpretation it keeps cases fair and just and it also takes into the consideration of what the actual intention of the parliament was, this then stops an absurd outcome when following the literal rule. Another positive to the golden rule is that it helps to retain the supremacy of the parliament and follows the wording of a bill to the book, the only reason the judge would move away from this is when the outcome would be completely different to what the parliament intended the outcome to be (carmine proofreading, 2020). Carmine proofreading (2020) shows us the disadvantages with the use of statutory interpretation for example with the literal rule there can be many unfair outcomes, which goes against the parliaments will. In fisher v bell (1961) a knife was displayed in the shop window and was said not to be for sale and then this technically meant that it was more of an invitation to threat rather than an offer. Following on from that we can tell that the literal rule is extremely restrictive and will follow the legislation and the drafting will have to perfect to be consistent with what the parliament meant, however some of these parliament intentions and legislations are old and out of date which consequently means the intentions of the parliament want now will not be considered. Statutory interpretation can also provide an uncertainty with law making as the judges are technically making the law as they go through the trial and there is no certainty the judge will take the intentions of the parliament into consideration; this also provides an uncertainty to the defendants on trial as they have no idea on how the judge will interpret in.
There is also a debate that asks if the parliament should make there intention clearer via a statue and according to Keaton kbc(2014) some statues can have a complicated meaning. He talks about section one of the Defamation Act 2013 and says that to understand what section one means, a statement is not defamatory unless its publication has caused or is likely to cause serious harm to the reputation of the claimant, you must understand the word defamatory and not many people understand the concept. The defamation act 2013 section 26 is the act of parliament which was reformed in the English defemination law when it had issues of the right to freedom of expression and the protection of reputation (legislation 2022).  This was called bethams dog law and he showed it as a dog would not get any punishment until he has done something wrong, and he believe that’s what statutory interpretation is like as the judge will decide what the offender has done after he has committed the crime. 
After looking at the relationship between statutory interpretation and primary law and after researching about both I can see why people would have mixed opinions about it but as I have looked in detail statutory interpretation helps the court of law become more reliable and the outcomes of cases become more justified. However, the law and legislations are very dynamic which means that statutory interpretation will start to become less efficient but will also be a perfect back up for judges.
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