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Scaraboid (frog) Amulet
Cyfarthfa Castle, Merthyr Tydfil CCM 1725.004
Object type: Amulet
Size:   Length – 180mm 
Width – 90mm (at wides point)
Height – 120mm (at highest point)
Material: Faience
Provenance: Unknown (Egypt)
Date: from 1st Intermediate period to New Kingdom
Object Analysis by Lorna Kelly 
The object is an amulet in the shape of a frog, this is object type is refered to as a scaraboid. It is named a scaraboid because though it has a similar overall shape or style to a scarab it depicts a different animal[footnoteRef:4154]. Due to the objects size, shape and the piercing it was probably worn as a bead in a necklace or other peice of jewellery. This means that the object holds meaning in daily life or the symbolises something which applies to whoever wears it. It is coloured a light blue with darker blue marking the details that mark it as a frog. The blue colour is common for Egyptian faience due to the materials coming from the western desert. The fact that it is not a bright cobalt blue means that it is not from the Amarna period because they used a colourant to achieve the brighter colour. The same source has been used for making faience throughout Pharaonic period which makes it hard to date this object[footnoteRef:6161]. The detailing in the deeper blue include outlining the eyes, legs and pattern on its back, by doing this the craftsperson makes it clear to the observer that they are looking at a frog. Using two different colours in the faience show great skill was needed to produce an amulet of this size and detail. Being made of faience means that the object has a glazed appearance due to the production process[footnoteRef:28433]. There is no inscription on the base, this may be due to size and the crafter not being able to use hieroglyphs or it could mean that the purpose of the object was subject to change and didn’t need to be personalised. It also shows that the object was not used as a seal.  [4154:  Wilkinson. 2008. Pg. 25-27]  [6161:  Tite. Manti. Shorland. 2007. Pg. 1568-1583]  [28433:  Nicholson. Peltenburg. 2000. Pg. 177-194] 

The relevance of this object to funerary beliefs in Egypt is the symbolism of the frog; the Goddess Heket. Heket is the goddess of Childbirth, fertility and rebirth; rebirth is an important part of the process of moving to the afterlife because they would be reborn into the next stage of life. During life the frog amulet would be used as protection, this is especially important in childbirth because this was one of the most dangerous things a woman could do in this time[footnoteRef:12947]. By being jewellery, the object may also sever as a symbol of those who were favoured by Heket or do a job for her; most likely this object was worn by women[footnoteRef:25483]. The reason rebirth plays such an important role in the funerary beliefs of Ancient Egypt is because they believed that the death was just temporary and focused on the physical body, while the soul (Ba, Ka and Anhk) of the person take on new forms to be ‘reborn’ into the afterlife[footnoteRef:20462].  [12947:  Selene-Sayell. 2012. Pg. 10-15]  [25483:  Andrews. 1994. Pg.10]  [20462:  Taylor. 2001. Pg.16-25] 

Figure 1  
Due the lack of a detailed provenance we cannot definitively date this object. This lack of Provenance is due to the fact Major Harry Hertley Southey did not keep a record of where he found the objects in the Collection Merthyr Tydfil at Cyfarthfa Castle. If he did keep a record it has been lost. The scaraboids in the shape of frogs along with other animals can be seen throughout Pharaonic Egypt. Due to a change in style during the 1st Intermediate period we can say that it comes from a later period. It is very likely that the object comes from the Middle or New kingdoms, this is because amulets were pierced in the middle kingdom and mass production of faience objects occurs in the New kingdom and late Middle Kingdom [footnoteRef:19157].[image: ] [19157:  Wilkinson. 2008. Pg.16-22] 

Figure 1[footnoteRef:11649] is of a frog amulet from New kingdom Egypt, it is 110mm high, 150mm long and 110 mm wide. Both the objects have similar size and are made from the same material despite the differing colours. The object holds a lot more detailing than figure 1 most likely pointing to the fact that it was for someone with more importance or influence. It also means that the crafter had to spend more time on it, so it is unlikely that it was mass produces unlike figure 1. It is thought that both objects come from the same time because both the frogs are depicted in the same pose with a loop or piercing under the frogs’ head. As with most frog amulets both frogs are depicted looking up[footnoteRef:21572], meaning that if worn they would be looking up at the wearer or the sky.  [11649:  Met museum of Art]  [21572:   British museum collection.
    Met Museum collection.] 

In conclusion, the object is an amulet that was either used by a woman though childbirth or to help someone in their rebirth into the afterlife. It was worn as a bead in a necklace to provide help to the possessor when they needed to call Heket for protection and assistance. Due to the use colour for detailing it was an well-loved object and probably belonged to a small but above average household. It was likely produced in the Middle or New Kingdom and either lost or buried as a part of a Mummies wrapping. 
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