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(Cottrell, 2013)
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Success is “the accomplishment of an aim or purpose” (Dictionary, 2019). The purpose of my study at university is to be a qualified teacher. Career and qualification success for me would be to complete the BA Primary Education with QTS course with the best degree classification that I can achieve and to be able to obtain a teaching position within Wales. 

Personal success would be improving my creativity skills, increasing my confidence and obtaining a good vocabulary in the Welsh language. Success would also mean obtaining coping strategies to manage stressful situations and completing the school-based experiences to the best of my ability. 

Such an achievement would be gained through a transformational experience by obtaining confidence. This confidence would be gained through teaching placements and obtaining teaching skills to enable me to control and educate a class. Success will also be gained by making use of all the resources available to me such as the library, lectures, and Moodle. The ultimate success would be to provide children with the foundations on which they can develop their future education. 
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Stella Cottrell (2005) provides us with an understanding of what critical thinking is as well as different activities to help improve and develop our critical thinking skills. When completing a degree course, students need to analyse many sources of information to make evidence-based informed decisions. Stella Cottrell (2005) suggests that critical thinking is a way of analysing and evaluating information so you can identify whether it is true. 

Stella Cottrell (2005) recommends ‘using reasons’ when critically analysing a text so we can answer problems and make conclusions which can then be supported by evidence. There are lots of benefits associated with good critical thinking skills for example, an increase in an individual’s ability to locate the important information within a text. As you improve critical thinking skills, you will save time because you will get better at finding the key points quickly and precisely (Cottrell, 2005). 

There are some underlying skills and attitudes that you need to have good critical thinking skills; these include ‘underlying thinking skills’, ‘emotional self-management’ and ‘knowledge and research’ (Cottrell, 2005). Stella Cottrell (2005) suggests that you need to be dedicated, to ensure that your critical thinking skills are accurate.

Stella Cottrell (2005) implies that accurate critical thinking requires us to know the factors that may impact it, such as an individual’s beliefs. We can deal with this by questioning the opinion and establishing if there is supporting evidence. It can be difficult to challenge someone else’s opinion, although we can deal with this by ensuring that there is evidence to back up your point of view (Cottrell, 2005).

A good critical analysis involves questioning the positive and negative points within a piece of research. This ensures that the evidence is valid and supports the aim of the research. When critically analysing and evaluating other people’s work, it is important to give constructive criticism in a way they accept so they can improve. As the internet is readily available to many, we tend to find answers to questions very quickly, however, in university it may take years to find an answer (Cottrell, 2005). 

There are many barriers to critical thinking skills, for example, ‘lack of strategies, lack of practice, insufficient focus and attention to detail’ (Cottrell, 2005). These are the barriers that affect my critical thinking skills; I could manage these by trying not to become distracted by irrelevant information and practising more so I become more confident. By completing the activities within the book, it has helped me understand what aspects I need to develop to improve my critical thinking skills. 

After interpreting my score on the self-evaluation activity, it has made me aware that I need to develop my critical thinking skills as my score was below 75 (Appendix 1). I have identified three aspects from the priorities table which will help develop my critical thinking skills these include knowing how to structure an argument, finding out what tautology means and what is meant by triangulation (Cottrell, 2005). 
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In September 2022, Wales will be introducing the new curriculum which is currently being developed as a result of the low performance shown in the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) tests in Wales (Donaldson, 2017). Professor Graham Donaldson (2015) reviewed the current curriculum in Wales and from gathering evidence, he came up with suggestions for the Welsh Government to change the current curriculum so that children have a successful future. 

In my opinion, the new curriculum will be beneficial to education in Wales because it will be up to date with the way children learn. The curriculum will allow schools to be more flexible and creative in the way they teach. This means lessons will be more engaging for children helping them to develop a better understanding when learning which will, therefore, improve pupil’s performance.  

Professor Graham Donaldson states that: 
The purpose of the new curriculum is that all children and young people will be
· ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives; 
· enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work;
· ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world; 
· healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 						
 (Donaldson, 2015, pp. 29-30). 

According to the Curriculum for Wales 2022 Feedback Analysis (Welsh Government, 2019), most people agreed that the four purposes would be achieved through the new curriculum. I agree with this as the new curriculum will improve children’s skills and confidence; helping them to achieve the four purposes.  

The curriculum will have six new areas of learning including:
· Languages, Literacy and Communication;
· Mathematics and Numeracy;
· Science and Technology;
· Humanities;
· Health and Well-being;
· Expressive Arts. 
(Government, 2019, p. 7). 

The feedback analysis for the new curriculum suggests that many respondents were supportive of the six areas of learning however some thought that combining subjects could ‘dilute teaching and learning’ (Welsh Government, 2019, p. iii). I think combining subjects would help children to understand the links between topics and will help them develop the four purposes of the curriculum, however, I think it could also confuse some children. 

According to the Successful Futures report (Donaldson, 2015), the priority for teachers should be to ensure that children improve their literacy, numeracy and digital competence. This is important as they are essential for children to become independent and gain the skills needed to work, enabling them to have a successful future. Digital technology is frequently used in today’s society, which means children must develop digital competency so they can be successful in the future. 

Many people are concerned that schools and teachers will not have sufficient training and funding so they can deliver the new curriculum (Wightwick, 2019). Schools are worried that they will not be ready. The Education Workforce Council carried out a survey and found that 38.6% of teachers were ‘not very or not at all familiar’ with the changes to the curriculum (Wightwick, 2019). It is very important that teachers are given appropriate training so they are prepared to implement the curriculum. 

I think the curriculum reform will have a positive impact on the education system in Wales. It is an opportunity to embrace digital technology and move forward with the way children live and learn. 
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Critical thinking: Knowledge, skills and attitudes

R
Self evaluation
For each of the following statements, rate your responses as outlined below. Note that ‘strongly disagree’
carries no score.

16. |find it easy to weigh up different points of view fairly

17. If I am not sure about something, | will research to find out more

18. | can present my own arguments clearly

19. 1 understand how to structure an argument

20. | can tell descriptive writing from analytical writing

| 21. | can spot inconsistencies in an argument easily

22. |am good at identifying patterns

23. 1 am aware of how my own up-bringing might prejudice fair consideration of an issue
24. | know how to evaluate source materials

25. | understand why ambiguous language is often used in research papers

Score out of 100 53

4 = 'strongly agree’ 3 = ‘agree’, 2 = 'sort of agree’, 1 = ‘disagree’ 0 = ‘strongly disagree’
Rating 4-0
1. | feel comfortable pointing out potential weaknesses in the work of experts 9. I
2. | can remain focused on the exact requirements of an activity 3 |
3. lknow the different meanings of the word ‘argument’ in critical thinking 3 '
4, | can analyse the structure of an argument 2 ‘
5. 1 can offer criticism without feeling this makes me a bad person 2L
6. | know what is meant by a line of reasoning 2 ‘
7. 1 am aware of how my current beliefs might prejudice fair consideration of an issue 3 |
8. Iam patient in identifying the line of reasoning in an argument & I
9. lam good at recognising the signals used to indicate stages in an argument g 3 |
10. |find it easy to separate key points from other material 2 |
11. I'am very patient in going over the facts in order to reach an accurate view 2 ;
12. lam good at identifying unfair techniques used to persuade readers \ :
13. | am good at reading between the lines |
14, 1find it easy to evaluate the evidence to support a point of view 2
15. lusually pay attention to small details \ i
3
3
s
o
2
|
L
3
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Interpreting your score

Going through the questionnaire may have raised some questions about what you know or don’t know
about critical thinking. The lower the score, the more likely you are to need to develop your critical thinking
skills. A score over 75 suggests you are very confident about your critical thinking ability. It is worth checking
this against objective feedback such as from your tutors or colleagues. If your score is less than 100, there is
still room for improvement! If your score is under 45 and remains so after completing the book, you may
find it helpful to speak to an academic counsellor, your tutor or a supervisor to root out the difficulty.
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Priorities: Developing critical thinking abilitie

@ In column A, idently which aspects of critical thinking you want to know more about. Give a rating
between 5 and 0, giving 5 for ‘very important” and 0 for ‘not important at all’.

® In column B, consider how essential it is that you develop this aspect soon. Give a rating between 5 and 0,
where S is ‘very essential” and 0 is ‘not essential at all’,

® Add scores in columns A and B to gain an idca of where your priorities are likely to lie.

® Column D directs you where to look for more information on that point.

Aspects | want to develop further  |A B C 'D
Want to How essential | Priority | See
know more? |to develop score Chapter
it now? ;
| Rate from 0 to SI’ Rate from 0 to 5| Add scores
|5 = ‘very 5 =‘very for columns
| want to: important’ essential’ A and B.
understand the benefits of critical thinking ) ) 1
remain focused on the exact ‘
requirements of an activity 3 3
develop underlying thinking skills . 2
pay better attention to small details K. 1 2
5. [know what is meant by a line of 3
reasoning ll
6. |identify the component parts of an 3
argument for critical thinking 5 L3 1
7. [recognise the words used to signal stages 3and 10
in an argument i 2 2z 4
distinguish argument from disagreement | 9 2. Y4 &

9. |distinguish Ergument from summaries,
descriptions and explanations

r)
£

10. |pick out the key points from
background information

be able to analyse the structure of an
argument

12. |evaluate whether arguments are internally
consistent

13. |understand what is meant by an
intermediate conclusion B

14. | know how to structure an | 5,10 ’
argument I

15. | be better at reading between the lines

1 §= I
|
o
A
v IS N

L

|
Il
—FI

(o}

16. |recognise underlying assumptions

HH
H

14 Ccritical Thinking Skills

Made with Scanner for Me





image5.jpeg
) R— = e R S o e e
IAspucts | want to. develb p further 'A '8 [l D
Want to ' How essenithl’| Priority See l
, knowwmore! | to develop score: Chapter |
I litnow? r
Rut 1fom € to% Pﬂiufrom Oteu5| ArdLscoress
5 ='very 5="wy’ ‘or colimans,
|W,,,,; to: Lirrirtan t/ - assenuta'l Aaru B |
o O . A D T ol
17. irecognise when an argument is based on ' l |
i‘alse premises % 3 1 6 g

"8 | rcaanise implicit arguments
T9._"‘,'o.1derstand what is meant by denoted
'and connoted meanings

20. | He aware of how cause, effect, correlation
1 | and coincidence can be confused

2. | be able to check for ‘necessary and
'ufficient conditions’

22. | dentify unfair techniques used to
(persuade readers

| 5 Ty 3

.24 irecoanise flawed reasoning

.23 br=iible to evaluate source m terials

.26. lunderstand what is meant by authenticity,
validity, and reliability

27 ' "evaluate when samples are representative |

2. | uinderstand what is meant by
' 'triangulation'

" 0. <heck for levels of probabhity 3 _8
| 30 apply apply cntical thinking when making notes | (|
{

{ 31. Tuse language mor language more enectlvely to

Z
Y- ;
|
' structure arqument | . ' b | ] ’ and 11
q-

D S _ e .
T lr,)resent my own arguments clearly in ' I '1 10, 11
’ svriting | 5 !

T S Y Sk S M (-

Priorities for action

® Look back over the priorities table above. Identify the three aspects to which you gave the highest scores. If
more than three have the highest score, select 3 to start with.

® Write the three priorities here as actions starting with ‘I will . . ", using words that are meaningful to you -
e.g. ‘I will find out what tautology means.’

1 1will
2 will
3 Twill

—
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