UK police services use of stop and search powers and how stereotyping from the police has impacted public confidence: How has the police service’s use of stop and search powers and the influence of stereotyping affected public confidence in the police?
Chapter 4: Data Analysis (Aim: 3000)
4.1 Introduction
The purpose of Chapter 4 is to present and analyse the data collected in primary research based on the research methodology created and explained in Chapter 3. The research methodology was created based on the Saunders et al (2016) concept of the Research Onion. By using this concept, it was decided that this research would use an interpretivism philosophy, using both deductive and inductive approaches with a mixed method of quantitative (numerical (National Library of Medicine, n.d)) and qualitative (information and concepts (National Library of Medicine, n.d)) data used in a cross-sectional survey. The findings of this research will be analysed and interpreted throughout this chapter in the aim of answering research objective 3 with the end goal o answering the research question.	Comment by Caitlin Harris: https://www.nnlm.gov/guides/data-glossary/quantitative-data	Comment by Caitlin Harris: https://www.nnlm.gov/guides/data-glossary/qualitative-data
4.2 Data Presentation
As explained in Chapter 3, the research conducted will result in both qualitative and quantitative data. Due to the difference in how each data set can be analysed, the results must be presented in different ways. Throughout this chapter, most of the data will be presented in graphical and tabular format, which will allow readers to fully understand the trend in the data which is being discussed (Anesthesiol, 2017). Alongside the use of graphs and tables, there will be text interpreting and synthesising the data presented. The text will also highlight how it can be used to answer the research question. Although graphs and tables can be used to highlight certain trends in qualitative data as well as quantitative data, it cannot be used solely. To help present qualitative data, the quotes may be formatted differently to the main text to highlight the data extract (Educ, 2010). 	Comment by Caitlin Harris: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5453888/	Comment by Caitlin Harris: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2987281/
4.3 Demographic Analysis
In Chapter 3 (3.2.6.1), the research was only intended to reach a small sample size, as it would be impractical to gather a large sample due to the time-scale of the research. The survey was shared with the general public using social media. During the two weeks that the survey was live, it had gathered 37 responses. The participants (Ps) who responded to the survey were greeted with an introductory text to inform them of the nature of the research (See Appendix). 
Before the Ps could access the questions of the survey, they first had to answer a consent question. The Ps was informed of the survey criteria as well as their rights if they participated in the survey (See Appendix). 
All 37 Ps gave their full consent to partake in the survey, although one Ps did withdraw their participation midway through the survey, so the data that was provided has been excluded from this research.
Once it was established the Ps had given full consent to partake, they were them asked basic demographic questions to determine a character profile. One question asked was their age. The Ps were given age ranges starting from 18 years old and were asked to select which group they fell under. 



Graph 1: Participants by age group

As shown in graph 1, 22 respondents were aged 45 and above. Based on census details from 2021, in the borough of Neath Port Talbot, 42% of the population was made up of people aged 50 and above (Census2021, 2023). Although this statistic does not cover from 45 years of age and above, it still highlights a possible reason as to why three quarters of the respondents were made up of people ages 45 and above. 	Comment by Caitlin Harris: https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/data/datadownload.xlsx
Graph 2: Participants by gender

The Ps were then asked for their gender. As shown in graph 2, 70% of the respondents were female, equating to 26 of the Ps whereas only 30% (11 respondents) were male. Although there is a drastic difference within this research, there is no up-to-date research to outline the gender split in Neath Port Talbot as of 2024 to make comparisons against.
Graph 3: Participants by self-defined ethnicity
Ps were then asked how they would describe themselves. 35 Ps are self-defined as white, with 1 Ps black and 1Ps stated other, which they declared they self-define as Welsh. A possible reason for the high responses of white Ps could be due to the ethnicity breakdown of Neath Port Talbot, which is made up of 96.6% of white residents, comapred to 0.4% of black residents (Census2021, 2023). 		
For the next demographic question, Ps were given an an image of a map of Neath with the centre point being the town centre (See 3.2.6.1 and Image 1) and mile radius circles from that point. Ps were then asked to select under which radius circle they reside under. As seen in Graph 4, two thirds of the respondants live within a two mile radius of Neath town centre. The reason for finding this data out is to make comparrisons of perspective depending on how close to a town centre the Ps is as opinions and thoughts on the police may differ depending on the distance.  


Graph 4: Participants residence based on 1 mile radius of Neath town centre 

4.4 Findings: Description of Data Analysis and Results
Before asking the Ps any questions surrounding stop and search, it is important to get an idea as to what the public believe a stop and search is. For the sixth question, the Ps were asked:
“In your own words, what is stop and search?”
Of the 37 Ps who responded to this question, 28 of the responses included the words “stop” and “search”, with 2 including the words “drugs” and “weapons” and 4 “illegal goods”. Based of the extract of key terms, it appears that the majority of Ps understand that the police have a right to stop and search them, although very little Ps could elaborate further, with only 4 responses stating officers need a reasonable cause and only 6 responses knowing what an officer can stop and search them for. One Ps did explain that the power was known as ‘sus law’ (See Chapter 1), and 1 Ps understood that the police execute their power under PACE. Of the 9 responses which did not include the terms stop and search, they still demonstrated an understanding of the power, with some responses stating “when the police think you’ve done something wrong and m(a)y have something (o)n you” and “When a police officer pats u down for any objects”. One Ps responded with “An activity used by the police to target individuals who fit into a demographic which they are targeting through racial stereotyping or intel” which already suggests some thoughts of police stereotyping.
 Every response to this question explained, in their own words, a correct understanding of stop and search powers, therefore, question 7, which gave the definition of stop and search (See Appendix) , was there to enhance the Ps understanding of exactly what the stop and search power entails.

Graph 5: Key terms extracted from Ps responses to question 6
Questions 8 and 9 link together to try and gain an insight into correct use of police’s stop and search power. Question 8 asked Ps:
“Have you or somebody you know been stop searched?” 
Graph 6: Participants response to whether they or somebody they know, have been stop searched 
As graph 6 shows, 92% of Ps have not had a stop search encounter either personally or someone they know. Of the 8% (3) of Ps who answered yes, two thirds of them were white men, with on being aged 18-24 and living in category 1 and one aged 45-54 and residing in category 4. One white woman aged 55+ living in category 4 also replied yes to the question. The reason for highlighting the character profile of each respondent is to prove evidence that, although in a small sample size, the police did stop search a variety of people. An issue with this is the gender make-up of Ps in this survey, so the results are more than likely going to be one sided towards white Ps rather than black. 
A follow-up question to the Ps who answered yes to question 8 was: 
“If you have been searched, were you made aware of your right to a copy of the search record? If you answered no to number 8, please select N/A”.
Of the three responses to question 8, two of them stated they were not informed of their right to a copy of the search record while one Ps responded N/A along with the other 34 Ps. The reason for asking this question was to get an idea as to whether the police carried out their power lawfully (Chapter 2) and as evident in the two responses, their stop and search experience was not carried out lawfully as the Ps was not made aware of their right, especially since there is such a heavy focus on this step of stop search under PACE Act 1984. It starts to highlight a picture that police don’t lawfully carry out their power, no matter on white individuals or black, although it is important to remember that due to the small sample size, the results are very unlikely to be generalised to the general public.
Question 10 and question 13 will be analysed side by side. Question 10 asked Ps:
“Do you think the police use the stop and search power correctly?”
Whereas question 13 asked:
“On a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 being no confidence and 5 being full of confidence, how much confidence do you have in the police?”
As can be seen in graph 7, the responses to both questions have been collated into one graph. This is to highlight the difference between confidence levels and Ps thoughts of correct power use. As is evident in the graph, of the 4 Ps who replied with a very confident level in police did believe that the police use their stop and search power correctly. Of the 9 Ps who replied 4 (Confident), 1 of those did not believe they use their power correctly. This might suggest that the individual trusts the police in other aspects of their policing role, rather than just based off their stop and search use. When it comes down to level 3 (somewhat confident), 15 Ps replied, with 7 believing the power is used correctly, 2 believing it is not used correctly and 6 preferring not to answer whether the power is used correctly but still have somewhat confidence in the police. When it comes to Ps with little and no confidence in the police, the majority of responses do not think police use their power correctly, with 5 answering this and only 3 having little or no confidence while believing the police use their power correctly. 
A question that these responses raise is to why Ps who have confidence in the police don’t believe that they use their stop and search power correctly. If the police are displaying incorrect and unfair procedures, then why do the public still have confidence in them? The responses from this research helps answer research objective 3 as it shows that public confidence in the police does change between individuals, although the responses do not match the survey conducted by YouGov, as the respondent who have little confidence in the police are from the white/Welsh community, not the BAME community. 
Of the 37 Ps of this survey, 22 in total do believe that police use their power correctly, although, responses to question 12 may contradict this. Question 12 asked:
“Do you believe that the police use general stereotypes to decide who to stop and search? If yes, what stereotypes do you think police use?”
9 of those 22 Ps believe that the police use stereotypes to decide who to stop. If this is the case, how can they be using their power correctly? This is a question that could be answered through any future research.

Graph 7: Participants confidence level responses against whether they thought the power use their stop and search power correctly
Ps were asked if they believed any ethnicity is stop searched more. To help analyse the responses, a thematic analysis, which identifies patterns of meaning in the responses (University of Auckland, n.d). A common pattern in the responses is the response of the ethnic community, as responses such as “black people”, “ethnic” and ‘dark skin’ are used by 20 Ps while 5 Ps believe “white” with remaining responses either replying “N/A” or that they don’t believe anyone in particular. There were no answers that stated any other ethnicity. Based on these responses, it could suggest that it is a common perception that the black community is stopped more. Even though the respondents in this survey are 99% white, they have the same perception as the BAME respondents in the YouGov survey, as they believed that the black community was more likely to be stopped than the white community.	Comment by Caitlin Harris: https://www.thematicanalysis.net/understanding-ta/

To back up this hypothesis, Ps were asked if they thought the BAME community has less trust in the police due to their treatment during stop and search. 21 of Ps believe the BAME community have less trust in the police, while other Ps responded with answers stating as they are not a member of that community, they are unsure. 3 Ps believe that because of the increased media coverage of BAME stop searches, that it gives the perception that the BAME community should not trust the police. These Ps responses are backed up, as simply searching the term “stop and search UK” brings up articles from The Independent (2024)(https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/met-police-stop-and-search-black-teenager-b2491563.html) and The Times (2023) (https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/police-stop-and-search-racism-6xl9grbsn) all of which only relate to discrimination towards black people during stop and search. The way the media coverage portrays stop and search does highlight the discrimination towards the BAME community, as very little media stories are regarding a white individuals stop and search experience. This could possibly then result in the loss of confidence in the police, even in a small sample group, as shown in Graph 7.
As a final question, Ps were given a statistic regarding stop and search data compared to resulting arrests (See Appendix). Based on this, Ps were asked if the power is used too much, about right or too little. They also had the opportunity to offer explanations for their answer. The responses were split as seen in graph 8. 13 Ps think  its about right with 12 being too much and 10 too little. Of the Ps who answered too much, 6 of them believe that the power was also used incorrectly and of those 6, only 1 was confident in the police, with the others being a lower than a 4 (confident). This might offer an explanation as to the low confidence levels, especially since the Ps had a constant negative viewpoint of the police in their responses.


Graph 8: Ps belief regarding frequency of stop and search power execution
Conclusion
In conclusion, the results from the survey do indicate that a small percentage of the Ps have little to no confidence in the police while also believing that stop and search powers are not conducted correctly. There were 2 responses that back up this claim, as they were not informed of their right to a copy of the search record. Although the sample size for this survey was small, it still provides an insight into the public’s opinion of the police, and from this, it does show that most Ps believe the police do use their powers correctly and do have confidence in the police, therefore going against the hypothesis that public confidence in the police would be low. Even though the confidence levels are high, Ps do still acknowledge that the black community are more likely to be discriminated against and that they are still stereotyped by the police. 
This survey would benefit from a follow-up survey or possibly interviews to be able to go deeper into Ps reasoning for their answers as there is still unsureness as to whether it is the stop and search powers that caused the low confidence levels or if there was a hint of social bias to conform with the topic of questioning.
What is your age?


18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55+	Prefer not to answer	3	5	7	11	11	0	Age Groups


Number os responses



What is your gender?



Male	Female	Non-binary	Prefer not to say	Other	11	26	0	0	0	

How would you best describe yourself?


White	Black	Asian	Ethnic Minortity	Prefer not to say	Other	35	1	0	0	0	1	Ethnicities


Number os responses



Based on the image below, under which category do you reside?


1	2	3	4	13	12	4	9	Category


Number of respondents



Key terms extracted from Ps replies to Question 6


Stop you	Search	Drugs/Weapons	Reasonable Cause	Illegal Goods	Suspicion	PACE	Public safety	28	28	2	4	4	7	1	1	Key terms extracted from Ps responses


Number of Respondents



Have you or somebody you know been stop searched?



Yes	No	Prefer not to say	3	34	0	

Participants confidence levels in the police against whether they thought the police use the sto and search power correctly

Yes	1 - No Confidence	2 - Little Confidence	3 - Somewhat Confident	4 - Confident	5 - Very Confident	Prefer not to say	1	2	7	8	4	0	No	1 - No Confidence	2 - Little Confidence	3 - Somewhat Confident	4 - Confident	5 - Very Confident	Prefer not to say	2	3	2	1	0	0	Prefer not to say	1 - No Confidence	2 - Little Confidence	3 - Somewhat Confident	4 - Confident	5 - Very Confident	Prefer not to say	0	1	6	0	0	0	Confidence levels in Police


Number of responses




Believed usage of stop and search power


Too much	Too little	About right	Prefer not to say	12	10	13	0	

