Paragraphing

Summarise the topic of this paragraph in as few words as possible.  

‘Body Ideals before the 20th century’
There have been, of course, other periods when slenderness was admired.  During the 15th century, paintings of long-limbed ladies reverberated with the vaulting reaches of Gothic cathedrals.  Sixteenth century Mannerists in northern Europe painted elongated nudes, such as the nymphs in Cranach the Elder’s The Judgement of Paris.  More recently, the Romantic vogue for slenderness in the 1830s-1850s encouraged young ladies to strive for the tiny waist favoured by fashion – an effort later immortalised in Gone with the Wind when Scarlett O’Hara’s stays are tightened to achieve a 17-inch waist.  


  





Seid, R, 1994, 4-5.
Paragraph topic =_________________________________________________________

Type of topic statement = __________________________________________________

Discuss how has this paragraph been developed in the light of the ideas we have outlined.

Students can improve their learning in lectures if they adopt an active rather than passive approach to them. Students who are active will take a critical stance to lecture material.  To do so, they need to prepare themselves before the lecture (Cottrell 2003, 26). Preparation might involve reading on the subject of the lecture beforehand, then devising list of questions they hope the lecture will address. On the other hand, students who approach lectures passively will merely expect their lecturers to give them the necessary content….

This paragraph was taken from a student dissertation.  How is it structured? (IE What is it made up of?  What are its parts? Where is the topic statement? How is the topic statement written?)
Beverly Skeggs’ study has similar traits and strategies to my own study of women at University.  Skeggs’ work focuses on the ways in which working class people have elected to go to University in order to move away from their working class environment. Skeggs notes that, for some women in her study, completing college courses was an attempt ‘to escape’ (Skeggs, 1997: 76) the working class predicament and its association with ‘low level skills’ (Walkerdine, 1993: 165).  This desire to escape working class roots was particularly poignant in this case study.  Hannah has always found University difficult and is unhappy with her degree course in primary school teaching.  She has often stated that she would rather be doing hairdressing but, when questioned, says that being a primary school teacher is ‘better’.  This is because she associates hairdressing with ‘low level skills’, ‘rule following’ (Walkerdine, 1993: 65) or a lack of academic know-how.  (…)

Examples of the Classic Structure of a Paragraph 
As we have been at pains to point out, women are not simply helpless victims of forces beyond their control. (…) Women are organising to resist the undermining of labour rights, to fight for better working conditions and, in so doing, draw attention to the problems they face as both paid and unpaid workers.  Through political struggle, women can and do play a role in resisting dominant power relations and bringing about change.   (…).  

Steans J. and Pettiford, L (2001) International Relations: Perspectives and Themes, p.168
Level 1 History Essay (References removed –ed)
Peasant society is displayed in medieval art as cohesive, yet this overlooks the complexities of the social organisation.  For, despite medieval societies being tied by kinship and marriage, there were many social divisions within. Wealth was the main division as the nobles and aristocracy emanated much of their revenue from the peasants in the form of rent and taxation.  The people most subject to division and exclusion within society were those who were alien. Jews, prostitutes, homosexuals, lepers, heretics and witches were all subject to abuse, both verbal and physical, in the community.  These people are not shown in a favourable light in art.  For example, Jewish houses are often illustrated on the outskirts of the city, outside of the defensive walls.  The idealised view of countryside and towns fails to acknowledge the lepers, prostitutes and witches as part of the society.  Medieval art, therefore, represents a rather limited view of medieval societies.
TASK Analyse the following paragraph.  What type of topic statement is it? How is it developed?  What is the general conclusion of the paragraph? 
Capital punishment is not a deterrent to crime. Statistics show that in states with capital punishment, murder rates are the same or almost the same as in states without capital punishment. It is also true that it is more expensive to put a person on death row than in life imprisonment because of the costs of maximum security. Unfortunately, capital punishment has been used unjustly. Statistics show that every execution is of a man and that nine out of ten are black. So capital punishment is also subject to prejudice. 

Summary of Lecture: What can you do if you get the following tutor comment on your work? 
‘Your comments mostly take the form of brief, general assertions as you pass rapidly from one point to the next’.
Further Reading

For Further Practice in Paragraphing, please consult:

For a quick summary of paragraphing (it’ll take you a minute to read!) consult: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_pgrph.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/general/gl_pgrph2.html
