SHAY FARRELL individual notes for group presentation: Demonstrate how outdoor contexts can support learning. Slides 20 to 28.
Slide 1:
One way in which an outdoor learning environment is highly effective is the forest school approach. 
Applied from nursery through the foundation phase and can even be applied throughout a comprehensive school setting. 
The activities that can take place in a forest school environment are limited only by your imagination. It is a wonderful host for a broad variety of experiences and lessons to take place. 
Slide 2: ACTIVITIES 
Read from slide some examples of activities that can take place. Treasure hunt can be linked into classroom learning (e.g. the stick man or the Gruffalo: brilliant Julia Donaldson books which can be applied in this setting) 
Activities can be prepared for and guidance offered if necessairy but they essence of forest school is that it is largely child led. It is important to allow the children to choose these activities themselves.
Slide 3: How does it benefit 
Appeals to the ‘active learner’ in each child. More engaged and willing to learn. Child led approach, develops their personal skills 
Development of fine motor and gross motor skills. 
Practical problem solving.
Individualized to the curriculum and age group. 
Ample opportunities for cross-curriculum. 
Can be developed to meet all learning styles; do not have to be academically intelligent to succeed; inviting for children who do not thrive in a traditional school environment. 
Develops personal skills which in turn will impacts a child’s development and learning;
Improve their physical health. 
Child-led activities will result in a great sense of self and will improve confidence.
A sense of pride in themselves. 
Awareness of their effect on the environment. 
Development of the ‘whole child’.
Development of social, language and communication skills.
Slide 4: planning: 
Whilst it is not necessary to plan in the same capacity as you would traditional classroom lessons, planning and forward thinking is essential: have resources available and properly risk assess.
This offers an opportunity for the children to risk assess themselves; become more involved. Involve children in the planning.
Slide 5: Linking theorist Piaget to forest school
How children are active learners and thrive in a natural environment where they can develop their skills at their own pace. 
Building blocks of knowledge; adapt their schemas to accommodate for new experiences; how these schemas can be present in a FS setting. 
Slide 7: Vygotsky 
Social process. Forest school environment is a great environment to accomate for social learning. 
Scaffolding can be present through a teacher guiding the children through a complex task (perhaps using told they are unfamiliar with or unable to use unsupervised)
This in turn will increase their confidence and knowledge. 
Slide 8: Montessori 
Valued a natural approach to teaching. Using natural materials. 
Repeat task often. 
Slide 9: Outside the classroom does not necessarily have to mean outdoors. 
A museum visit would provide countless learning opportunities. Introduces new ideas to children in a new, engaging and interesting way. 
Opportunities for rich cross-curricular learning; e.g art, history, maths, English etc 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Object based learning; visual learning, more engaging to young children. Allows them to imagine and visualize more so than reading about something in a book. 



