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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay will reflect upon a policing incident of an offence under Section 1, Sexual Offence Act 2003. Within this essay, the details of the incident, the various police approaches that have been considered or implemented to support vulnerable persons or those at risk of harm. The social and legislative context of Sexual Offences will be discussed throughout. Thus, I will deliberate upon my responsibilities, Police actions and decision-making process throughout the course of the investigation in relevance to the Codes of Ethics (College of Policing, 2014). In accordance to the standard detailed in the Code of Ethics, I will also reflect upon my responsibilities to the victim in this investigation and the principles that underpinned my behaviour, actions and communication in relevance to the Code of Practice for Victims of Crime (GOV.UK, 2021).  This essay will explore the policing methods and strategies to tackle repeat victimisation and repeat offending. I will reflect upon my role within this criminal investigation throughout this essay in contrary to academic literature within my evaluation. 





A policing incident was reported by a 50-year old woman whom disclosed that during the course of her marriage with her ex-partner, she recalls that while she was asleep, he inserted his penis and penetrated her vagina or anus. She and her ex-partner had been married for 30 years and have been separated for a year since she reported a domestic assault earlier on that year.
was to get the victim's initial account.

The stage of this investigation was to get the initial victim, in this case an initial account due to this report being a sexual offence. An initial account enables the victim to freely discuss what transpired, thus this allows the Officer recording the account to identify what offences have been committed. I made it my priority to find any vulnerable person, to safeguard them and instigate an investigation (College of Policing, 2023a) 

I went to see the victim because we had already developed a good rapport and degree of confidence when I handled the domestic-related case that she had reported earlier that year. I was aware that there was no cultural or linguistic barrier preventing the victim from giving an initial report because of my past familiarity with the victim. Although on this occasion, she was in distressed and scared due to the realisation that in her marriage she had been subjected to sexual assault by her ex-partner and her marriage was not as she initially perceived. She explained that she had no one she could confined in following their divorce. The victim described how she remembers being awakened from sleep on numerous occasions by her ex-partner by him inserting his penis into her vagina or anus.

Owing to this information, I gathered that this was Section 1 rape in contrary to the Sexual Offence Act (2003). The victim’s ex-partner inserted his penis into her vagina and mouth while she was asleep without her consent on any of those occasions she recalled. Thus, when the victim explained what happened to her, I took steps through the questions I was asking to specify whether the vagina, anus or mouth was penetrated and whether this was consensual or not consensual. I did this by listening to the victim and repeating what was said (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022).

 The most commonly reported crime to South Wales Police in Cardiff during April 2023 was violence and sexual offences. A report of violence of sexual offences was reported 1037 times (Police.UK, 2023). According to the Crime Survey for England and Wales, 86% of victims of sexual offences notified to the police in the period concluding in 2022 were women. (ONS, 2022). It vital to consider that victims lack faith in the criminal justice system, sexual crimes are significantly underreported to the police. Consequently, Taylor and Grassner (2010) argue that the police reaction to alleged sexual assaults is essential to the broader criminal justice response. The policing of rape and serious sexual offences (RASSO) is coming under increasing attention as a result of rising reporting rates, significant rates of attrition, and gradually dropping charge and prosecution rates (Dalton et al., 2022).

In relation to vulnerability, a person is defined as vulnerable if, “….as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care of or protect themselves or other from harm or exploitation…” (College of Policing, 2021). In this incident, the victim was vulnerable when she physically and sexually abused on multiple occasions by her ex-partner within the explanation of domestic abuse in contrary to Domestic Abuse Act (2021). There was multiple strategies and positive actions I considered to ensure the victim was safeguarded. The Police apply a risk assessment tool known as THRIVE to identify vulnerable persons. The acronym stands for threat, harm, risk, investigation, vulnerability and engagement. This tool enables the identification of vulnerability, understanding of how they can be susceptible to risk of damage through a risk assessment, and implementation of the most appropriate action. (College of Policing, 2020).

I made sure that all actions taken moving forward complied with the Code of Practice for a Victim of Crime (GOV.UK, 2021). This guidance outlines the minimum requirement for services offered to victims of crime. I followed the first right by ensuring the victim could comprehend the information I was delivering. I recognised it was important that I explained in simple terms the process of the and what it will entail.

I thoroughly investigated the suspect's background to see if there was intelligence that a previous sexual allegation had been made previously. I was already aware that the suspect is on police bail with conditions for the domestic matter to safeguard the victim. I sat down with the victim and completed a ‘victim support referral form’ and a ‘Sexual Assault Referral form’. I did this because the victim would have an Independent Sexual Violence Advisor (ISVA) that could provide impartial information about the victim’s option throughout the investigation and provide specialist support before this matter goes to court (Home Office, 2017). Hester & Lilley (2018) suggest that an ISVA played a crucial role deemed as “..flexible, enabling, holding and mending”. The victim consented and agreed that she would benefit from independent support and had since been using the ISVA throughout the investigation and will now be using the ISVA at court. 

 I conducted a risk assessment tool known as the Domestic Abuse, Stalking and Harassment, including Honour Based Abuse (DASH) model. This tool consists of 27 questions that are asked to a domestic abuse victim that was created in aiming to assist police and other agencies (College of Policing, 2016). The tool allows risks to be noted, managed in aims to safeguard by evaluating the possibility of repeat victimisation by repeat perpetrators (Roehl & Geurtin, 2000).  I kept in mind Article 5 of the Data Protection Act of (2018) additionally, GDPR throughout this process.  I understood that there was no legal prohibition against disclosing information if doing so would jeopardise the victim's safety or wellbeing.  Although, there is a need for future literature to investigate this risk assessment model as evidence-based (Christopher et al., 2020). Despite this, I believe the DASH model was the right and appropriate risk assessment tool to share information with other agencies and safeguard the victim.

 I informed the victim that the second phase of the investigation will provide the Police with more information about the crime the victim had reported. I established that a Sexual Offence Investigation Trained Officer (SOIT) was required to be allocated. A SOIT is an officer who had received the training required by the College of Policing to speak with victims of serious and complicated crimes aiming to Achieving Best Evidence (ABE) (McMillian, 2014). A strong victim-centred and trauma-informed approach is strongly encouraged by ABE principles (Ministry of Justice, 2022). It is not unusual for sexual offences victim to feel anxious and distress throughout the police investigation and when giving evidence in court (Garza & Franklin, 2020). Despite stressing her anxiety of testifying in court and having to face the defendant who had tormented her for years, the victim supported a police investigation.

I paid careful attention to handling the situation sensitively through my communication. For victims of sexual assaults to stipulate the "best evidence," the courts believe it is critical to enhance their experiences (Majeed-Ariss et al., 2006). A victim of a sexual offence has a right for support pursuant to this subsection section 17 (4) because the victim's quality of testimony is likely to be affected by their psychological state through the criminal investigation under Youth Justice and Criminal testimony Act of 1999 (YJCEA). A video recorded interview had been conducted with the victim whereby the recording was intended to be viewed in court as evidence in chief. I explained this to the victim and explained it prevented her having to repeat her account. Westera et al (2015) prosecutors criticised the way the Police conducted the video-recorded interview due to presenting lengthy and not mirroring a normal human conversation. Despite issues with police procedures in video-interview, the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages.

Numerous factors can cause a victim to withhold or postpone reporting a sexual assault. or rape (Hohl and Stanko, 2015). Psychological state and anxiety of not being believed or criticised for their options (Adefolalu, 2013; (Cassidy et al., 2020). There are multiple factors influencing vulnerability sexual assault. For example, a person can be vulnerable due to their age, mental health, learning disabilities. A vulnerability that been identified pertinent to victims of sexual crimes are those with intellectual disabilities, namely femlaes (Mailhot Amborski,, 2021). By identifying relevant risk factors detailed by academic literature, the Police afford the insight into the reasons they suffer higher risk of sexual assault owing to social, environmental and individual factors (Ullman & Najdowski, 2011). In short, by understanding the underlying philosophies, crime prevention strategy can be implemented to reducing offending and prevent repeat-victimisation using evidence-based policing. Applying
evidence-based policing allows frequently analysis of propositions in contrast to actions or decision based on presumptions (Sherman, 2013).

In relation to reducing repeat offending within sexual offences, the Serious Crime Analysis Section (SCAS) is a database that holds details pertinent to complex sexual offence dedicated in the UK. The databased provides analysis in attempts to expose serial sex offenders at the earliest prospect (National Crime Agency, 2023). UK Parliament (2018) suggest that SCAS is one of the best databases that provides the highest quality of crime linkage to investigation and prosecution for sex offences. This suggest that cases of reducing offending, predictive policing is more effective than evidence-based policing. Predictive policing uses science to calculate the risks in relation to a crime, in this case sexual offence by inputting data into a programmes/database, to be analysed and for an output (Essex Police, 2014).

Evidence-based policing, sometimes referred to as problem-oriented police, is a method that has been shown to be successful in lowering crime of all kinds. (Miller et al., 2014). A policy was unveiled by the government to address violence against women and girls. Literature suggests that violence against females are so prevalent that many females don't even consider them to be crimes to be of significance to be reported. For example, of being threatened of sexually touched by strangers. College of Policing (2022a) highlights that to reduce sexual offending behaviours on sexual transport there is a necessity for greater surveillance by increasing police and staff presence and surveillance using technology such as CCTV. Gekoski et al (2017) reviewed the findings reported by British Transport Police in Wales in apprehensions of harassment and sexual offence on public transport. Findings suggest that females became “transit captive” meaning they became socially discounted and feared travelling using public transport. This alludes that without the necessary deterrence women’s confidence will continue to decline and sexual offences will flourish.

In all of my encounters and interactions with the victim as a first responder, I made sure to adjust my communication style to the sensitivity of the crime being investigated. By operating in accordance with the Code of Ethics, I remained transparent and honest about the investigation and court process. Consequently, I can state that I was able to reflect the ethos of Victim Code and Code of Ethics and make fast track decision in the investigation line with the Authorised and Professional Practice guidelines (College of Policing, 2023). By adopting a calm, reassuring style of communication I was able to establish the main points of what happened to the victim. Throughout the criminal justice and investigation procedures, I was successful in identifying potential risks and making judgements to reduce and manage them and continued throughout the investigation. Upon reflection, I aim to develop my proportionate testing substantial obtained through investigation incorporating victim and witnesses account and literature to amplify evidential prospect. 
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Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 

This essay relates to a sexual offence investigation in contrary to Section 1 Rape, Sexual Offence Act (2003) whereby the offender inserted his penis into the victim’s vagina without her consent. Such offence is indictable with a maximum life imprisonment. The Criminal Law Act (1977) defines ‘indictable offence’ under Section 64 (1) “..as triable on indictment, whether it is exclusively so triable or triable either way”. This essay will demonstrate a critical evaluation of the investigative process in agreement with the Authorised Professional Practice (College of Policing, 2023b). I will reflect upon my actions, decision making throughout the progression of the investigation

A criminal investigation is when Police Officers establish the guilt of an individual in committing an offence or whether they should be charged (Ministry of Justice, 2015). 

The details of the policing incident that I knew at that time from the First Responding Officer, the victim is 17 years old and met the suspect on a dating app. They arranged to meet him for a drive and then they went back to a hotel with the agreement they would watch a movie together. It was in the hotel room whereby she was thrown to the bed, pinned down and the suspect had inserted his penis into her vagina forcefully without her consent. From this initial information, I gathered that the offence was a Section 1 Rape of a woman over the age of 16 (Sexual Offence Act, 2003).

As the Investigating Officer, I began to gather relevant intelligence and material that the reporting person relayed to the call taker. I did this by operating in line with the Criminal Procedure and Investigative Act (CPIA) 1996 by recording, retaining information that can be revealed to the prosecution when this matter foes to court (CPIA, 1996, College of Policing, 2022b)

This incident really surprised me and made me emotional as the victim was vulnerable and was left violated. The victim had mild autism and it was evident that the suspect had targeted her on the dating app and had taken advantage of her learning difficulty and her ability to understand that she had no consented to the sexual intercourse and fear of reporting to the Police.  Literature suggests that autistic children are targeted by sex offenders due to their characteristic of vulnerability (Edelson, 2010). However, Cazalis et al (2022) concluded that it would be incorrect to assume that autism is mostly to blame for their victimisation and that it is merely a vulnerability factor.

Following identifying the sexual offence, my first duty was to make sure that any dangers were, threats and harm were alleviated (Price & O’Neill, 2022). This is initial conducted by the Call taker in the Police Control Room when assessing the call using a risk assessment tool known as THRIVE to identify threat, harm, risk, investigation, vulnerability and engagement with services (College of Policing, 2023). I began to use my colleagues help and assigned a Sexual Offence Investigation Trained Officer (SOIT). A SOIT officer is the first responder when a sexual offence has been reported and their role is to obtain information and evidence from the victim while maintain their confidence and trust (College of Policing, 2023c). This is supported by Dalton et al (2022) findings that specialist role improved the investigative process, victim safeguarding, wellbeing and their engagement; the overall outcome is positive for all (van Staden & Lawerence, 2010). ). Mourtgos et al (2021) revealed that victims reported higher levels of participation when the police officers made friendly contact with them. I gave the SOIT Officer a strategy by outlining the inquiries that need be made in order to determine what offence has been committed, when it occurred, where it occurred, and by whom. Additionally, to seize any clothing or any items involved in the incident for potential forensic examination. The Officer conducted an early evidence kit, meaning that a urine sample and swabs from the victim’s mouth and fingernails were taken (RCEW, 2023). My reasoning was to gather valuable forensic evidence (Hohl & Stanko, 2015). 

I was continually using the National Decision-Making Model (NDM) to decide what the best course of ethical action would be based on the facts I had at the moment.  (College of Policing, 2022c). The assessment process involved what powers and policies are available, options, actions and element to review decisions (Aepli, 2011). 

What I knew at that time was the victim was safe at home with her mother and did not need any urgent medical attention. The suspect did not know where she lived but I asked my colleague to remain with the victim until the suspect was identified. Apart from the suspect physical description, his identity was not known. I was unsure whether he sustained any injuries as a result of the victim defending herself. It was my priority to identify him to be arrested to protect the public and first and foremost to safeguard him and ensure he sought medical attention. I acted in line with my role and responsibility to safeguard the suspect detailed in Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) and the Human Rights Act (1998).

Golden hour opportunities were extremely important in identifying and preserving evidence immediately (College of policing, 2022). I made it my priority to preserve evidence as a delay can result in the evidence being lost (HMICFRS, 2023).  developing working strategies to identify and conduct fast track actions. A fast track investigative action increases the likelihood of evidence being preserved and early conclusion of the investigation (College of Policing, 2022).

CCTV proved to be a vital fast track action as through this enquiry we identified how the suspect looked which helped assist my colleagues who were out on patrol look for him and it lead to his arrest when he was supported on a main road whereby he was later arrested. However, CCTV was only used to provide a CCTV still image of the suspect due to the time constraint and a lack of resources. Effective CCTV was connected to significantly better probabilities of crimes being solved for all criminal activity, without fraud or possession of narcotics or weapons.(Ashby, 2017). In the courtroom, CCTV footage and still pictures are frequently utilised to assist the jury visualise the incident and identify the criminal (Walker & Tough, 2015). 

Another enquiry that I considered was house to house enquires. This is an enquiry that helps investigators identify suspects and to search for witnesses where they might be located around an incident (College of Policing, 2013). This enquiry requires a lot of time and resources. In this investigation, I deemed it not proportionate as a fast track action as the offence happened in a hotel room and the other rooms on the same floor were not occupied at the time of the incident.

Another fast track action was identifying and preserving all scenes to preserve forensic opportunities and prevent cross contamination. This is the undesired material transfer between two or more sources of physical evidence (Edmond, 2014). With the information I knew, I considered three crime scenes to be the victim, suspect and hotel room (offence location). From the initial information, the material timeframe of the offence was between the hours of 1am to 8am.  The victim was within the forensic window for non-intimate swabs to recover bodily fluid, and other visible trace evidence. There was 7 days for recovery of such substances in the vagina (The Faculty of Forensic & Legal Medicine, 2015). It was important that a forensic examination was conducted by a Forensic Examiner immediately due to the time sensitivity. I considered as part of the suspect arrest strategy, for intimate penile swabs to be obtained in custody. This will prevent the loss of any trace of forensic evidence due to the forensic window for a male is 72 hours. The final scene is the hotel room, that was locked and preserved to maintain its integrity. Crime Scene Investigators were assigned to examine the scene. Thus, all clothing/footwear belonging to the suspect and victim to be obtained. My thought process was the possibility of traces of fibres/DNA/blood semen. According to Dawany & Sheppard (2023) the substances may corroborate a claim of sexual assault if found in intimate swabs obtained throughout a forensic examination.

Thus, my next fast track actions were to have all the intimate swabs examined by the Joint Scientific Investigation Unit as a matter of urgency. However, this action was not required as in the suspect interview, the suspect stated he had consensual sex with the victim and account for his DNA.

What I found the most difficult within this investigation is maintaining public confidence and minimising the community impact. I found this challenging as the victim was from a Muslim community, female and this offence occurred in a public area within the City Centre. When there is a potential that a case may escalate into a catastrophic incident, early action has been shown to help prevent a significant loss of confidence. (College of Policing, 2023). I took a more proactive police response. I consulted with the Muslim community representative when appealing for witnesses and requested Neighbourhood Policing Officers to increase presence in the community during prayer times as a sign of respect. A media appeal was uploaded on the South Wales Police twitter to make them aware of the incident and Police activity. The proactive approach showed good police engagement within the community in attempts to increase public confidence and positive relationship (Stanko et al, 2012)

Throughout this complex investigation which is conducted over a long period it is important that all those involved: victim, suspects and witness are supported throughout, and needs are met. I did this by protecting the suspect’s right under the Human Rights Act 1998 and complied with the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. Following the suspect being interviewed he was provided with a list of support services and had undergone a fitness to be released assessment by a health custody Practitioner due to the nature of the offence. I recalled from my previous conversation with the suspect he was Muslim. I discussed a curfew to allow him to attend religious prayers during the month of Ramadan while contemplating the bail conditions, taking this into consideration. Throughout this investigation, I remained impartial and afforded the suspect with the opportunity to provide any reasonable line of enquires he wishes to be investigated that can help his account. This was conducted as part of pre-charge engagement allowing any voluntary engaged between arties to an investigation after the first interview under caution (GOV.UK, 2022). I acted in like with the guidance detailed in the Authorised Professional Practice by pursuing all rational enquires, regardless of whom the direction the enquires relates to.

 In relation to the victims, throughout this investigation I offered victim support and protected their rights under the victim code of practice (Ministry of Justice, 2022). I set up weekly meetings in person with the victim to provide her updates, answer any questions she had, and give her an opportunity to voice any concerns. I completed the appropriate referrals for support services to ensure she had impartial and independent support. During out initial meeting, I completed a ‘victim support referral form’ and a ‘Sexual Assault Referral form’. I took this action so that the victim is allocated an Independent Sexual Violence Advisor (ISVA) who could offer objective information about the victim's options during the inquiry and provide specialised help before this matter went to court by offering counselling sessions (Home Office, 2017). Victim support was able to offer the victim six complimentary counselling sessions as well as private services. (Victim Support, 2022). Interaction with a victim support service was a significant predictor of formal aid seeking conduct (Youstin & Siddique, 2019)

In terms of legislation, the victim is automatically granted special measures due to the being categorised under Section 17 (4) of the YJCEA (1999). The victim's quality of testimony in the criminal proceedings is likely to be affected by fear or anguish, the victim is qualified for help under this section. The victim had been interviewed on camera in the Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC), and the footage was created to be played as the primary piece of evidence when the case proceeded to trial. I choose this this location because of the support the ISVA offers the victim as details previously. It is proposed that victims who deliver their video testimony at the SARC were significantly less likely to renounce their testimony and the case was more likely to be forwarded to the CPS for a charging decision (Hohl & Stank, 2015).

To conclude, I acted in line with the Authorised Professional Practice and CIPA 1996. I ensured I managed any risks and referred the victim to appropriate support services in public protection and victim support. For the suspect, a fitness to be released assessment was conducted before he was released from Custody. I successfully developed a victim, witness, scenes and suspect strategies to ensure forensic evidence, passive data and witnesses were identified and not lost. Importantly, to ensure all lines of enquires was identified taking into consideration resources, priorities and proportionately and necessity. 
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