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Within this essay it will include a critical evaluation comparing Wales and Ireland, looking at issues that impact childrens lives such as education, religion and war. It will look at international pedagogical approaches to support childrens early experiences. It will also look at the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and UNICEF reports. 

According to Wright (2017) looking at what childhood is described to be, there is actually no description, because there are too many aspects such as art, history, education, statistics and many more. Many theorists thought that childhood links with childrens social position. Some others believe that childhood is movement through cooperation, conflict and resistance through social factors. As Aries (2017) states there was no childhood in the medieval times, where children were seen and not heard. The idea and concept of childhood should not get confused with how we should show affection to children. It was believed that as soon as children could live without their mother or nanny, they were seen as an adult. 

Looking at the history of education in Wales, as Jones and Roderick (2003) states in 1998 the Education Reform Act developed the national curriculum of Wales. Before this there was no compulsory curriculum for children fourteen years and younger. There was two main subjects which were religious education and physical education. However, Welsh was compulsory in some parts of Wales, but other parts Welsh was not even a subject. There was many schools across Wales, teaching in different ways and having the freedom to choose what subjects were taught. As Jones and Roderick (2003) points out before the national curriculum, teachers could teach history from a Welsh perceptive, however, they could ignore welsh history altogether, many taught history as British history. Although there were many reasons to introduce a national curriculum states Jones and Roderick (2003) there was also many concerns. When the Education Reform Act was developing the national curriculum, many people started a campaign for Wales to have their own national curriculum to England. The aim of the campaign was to make sure Wales could reflect the culture, environment, economy and history of Wales in to the curriculum. 

Looking at the history of education in Ireland, as the teaching council (2016) states the education system was influenced by ‘politics, culture, religion and social forces of society’.  According to Walsh (2016) in 1831 a concern rose to imply a national system for education in Ireland. Ireland thought they could use schools to encourage religious beliefs and save their faith suggested Walsh (2016). As Walsh (2016) points out Ireland had Hedge schools available to children, they were taught in variable ways and the teachers got to choose what was taught, similar to Wales in 1998. When the decision came to embed the national system for education, the Catholic Church integrated itself in to it as Walsh (2016) states. 

According to Welsh Government (2018) education in Wales is compulsory from the age of five to sixteen, there are nurseries, primary, middle, secondary, additional needs and welsh languages schools available in Wales. According to Department for Education and Skills (nodate) children in Ireland are expected to start school at the age of six and all forms of nurseries are optional. However, children can start in the infant classes in primary schools, at the age of four. As Welsh Government (2015) children in Wales from the age three to seven will follow the Foundation Phase within school. It is believed to allow children to develop their creative, imaginative skills and makes learning more fun and effective. Children will learn seven areas of learning from the Foundation Phase, these include, ‘personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity, language, literacy and communication skills, mathematical development, Welsh language development, knowledge and understanding of the world, physical development and creative development’. These will be practiced through a range of activities both indoors and outdoors. Children will be asked open ended questions and given opportunities to share ideas to solve problems. 
As Department for Education and Skills (nodate) points out curriculum in Ireland provides learning experiences and encourages holistic development for the child. The curriculum is divided in to different areas like the Foundation Phase, these include ‘Language – Irish and English, Mathematics, Social, Environment and Scientific Education, Arts Education, including Visual Arts, Music and Drama, Physical Education and Social, Personal and Health Education’. As Department for Education and Skills (2015) states within the Foundation Phase, children learn best through their play and experiencing opportunities at first hand. When children play they take risks, experiment and make decisions, this develops their self-image and self-esteem. As unicef (nodate) states article 28 makes sure everyone has the right for education, which should be free and available to every child. Also, article 29 makes sure that the education the child uses, it must develop the childs abilities and respect them, their backgrounds and parents. 

According to Department for Education and Skills (nodate) there are provisions for children available in Ireland which are, the early start programme, for disadvantaged children and the Rutland Street Project which is for Dublin inner city community. As Welsh Government (2017) there is provisions available for disadvantaged children in Wales, called the Flying Start. As Department for Education and Skills (nodate) states the Early Start Programme meets the needs of children aged three to four years, these children are seen at not reaching their full potential. This scheme benefits children holistic development, enhances parent’s involvement and encourage parents to become involved in their childrens education. Similar to the early start programme, as Welsh Government (2017) states the Flying Start is a programme for children under the age of four and living in disadvantaged areas of Wales. There are key elements to the flying start, which are to increase health visitor services, encourage parenting programmes and encourage parents to be involved with their childrens education, and focus on speech, language and communication.

According to Banting (2002) many years ago, Celts came to Ireland, the traditions, language and culture that they brought and used within Ireland are still used today. According to Wales History (2014) there has been many different religions, such as druidism, Roman Catholic and Christianity. When Christianity first came to Wales, romans did not agree and it was banned, anyone who believed in the Christianity faith, were killed. However, over time Christianity became the main religion in Wales. According to BBC News (2012) it is believed that 32% in Wales say they do not believe in any religion. The church is Wales states that Christianity is not the only religion in Wales, as people saying they had other faiths is 0.4%. Many people say they go to church because they want too, not because they have too. 

 As O’Connell (2017) states in Ireland choosing for your child not to follow catholic religion is very controversial. There may be many reasons why parents would not want their children to follow the catholic religion, such as, the parents are not catholic, and they do not believe that children should have to follow their parent’s faith, or they do not want to be part of the church who use to control women and abuse children. As unicef (nodate) this links to article 14 allows children to believe and practice their religion of their choice. According to O’Connell (2017) allowing your child choose what religion they may or may not want to follow, however, within Ireland, when your child goes to a school run by the Catholic Church, it is very hard to keep religion decisions private. If your child was to opt out, it would be a public statement. ‘If you are catholic you in the inside, however if you are not, you are on the outside’. According to Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (2008) within the Foundation Phase, children will learn about religious education, they will develop their spiritual, moral and cultural skills. Through engaging in this subject, they are going to learn about themselves, other people and the world they live in. they will also get a clear understanding of religion in Wales. Children will also learn by expressing their feelings, ideas and opinions, how this may affect others or have a consequence.

As Banting (2002) points out for many years, religious beliefs have influenced many people living in Ireland, it has united and divided people. Religious beliefs spilt Ireland in to Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland, the beliefs have causes many years of fighting within the country too. Today, fighting is less frequent in Ireland, therefore there are different religious beliefs practiced in Ireland. According to BBC (2018) there was a war in the 1900 century in Ireland, this was called the troubles. Catholics who lived in the republican and protestant who lived in the northern, fought about their different religions and beliefs for thirty years. According to Wales History (2014) after the Second World War, welsh society changed for the better, employment for both men and women rose and nationalism was embedded in Wales. Even though some may believe Wales benefited from the Second World War, there were many children who were evacuated to Wales. Children were welcomed to urban and rural areas of Wales, however, a few villages did not welcome the evacuees.
Looking at how this affects childhood, according to unicef (nodate) article 1 makes sure everyone under eighteen has all rights that are in the convention, article 2 makes sure no one is discriminated, article 3 looks at the child being top priority. Article 19 makes sure that governments ensure children are protected from violence and abuse and article 38 makes sure governments must not allow children to take part in war and protect children affected by war. According to Costello et al (2005) children who are exposed to traumatic events such as wars, are going to have been effected by this. Whether it be traumatic stress, emotional disorders, mood and anxiety disorders. As Costello et al (2005) states some traumatic events may lead to children having behaviour problems such as, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD).  As Costello et al (2005) points out different forms of stress may be connected with different types of mental disorders. If a child is exposed to war or violence, they may produce characteristics of fear, on the other hand, if they lose a loved one due to war or violence, the child may produce characteristics of anxiety. According to Summers (2011) over three million children would have been effected by being evacuated. They were sent to different places over the world, and going to live with strangers for many years. Some children developed depression, later on in life, also, evidence showed how parents welcomed their children back home, was how they adjusted back in to ‘normal life’. On the other hand, children had better lives once being evacuated, they had better education, family life, and some did not live too far away from home, so their mothers could still keep in contact.  

According to Simpson (2013) childrens online safety is a major concern, because online technologies are becoming more important than childhood and relationships, especially in the age of mobile technology. Simpson (2013) states that relationships and childhood innocence are fading, due to technologies. As unicef (nodate) points out children are able to access the internet, and violence against children is more frequent. As cybersafeIreland (2018) states they have an organisation that focus on keeping children safe online. It also informs teachers and parents on how they can help and what they can put in place to make sure their child is safe. However as NSPCC (2016) Wales need to do more to keep children safe online, NSPCC have asked the Welsh Assembly to join them to for childhoods to be safer. Making online safer, would tackle issues such as cyberbullying, sexting and online grooming in the UK.

As unicef (nodate) states children who grow up exploited to violence, they see it as the ‘norm’. Evidence shows that ‘cultural practices, such as child marriage, also heighten the risks of violence against girls and young women’. One main factor that will impact childhood is child marriage, as unicef (nodate) points out child marriage ‘impacts education, compromises their health, exposes them to violence and traps them in poverty’. Child marriages stereotypes what roles girls should be doing and restricts them of their potential. As Unicef (nodate) states article 6 makes sure children are able to meet their full potential. Child marriages do no allow children to do this. Most children who marry under the age of 18 years, are girls, however this is usually against their will and if they do not marry, there are consequences. Once the girls are married, ‘they experience isolation from their family, friends and communities, as well as violence, abuse and exploitation’. They often get pregnant very young, which has a major effect on their own well-being and that of their babies. 
As Collins (2015) points out government in Ireland are abolishing the exemption for underage girls and boys to get married, this means both parties have to be 18 year or older. As it stands in Ireland, you can get married under the age of 18 only if you have a court exemption order. According to Collins (2015) studies show that 387 minors married between 2004 and 2014, most of these were girls and around the age of 16 or 17 years old. According to Murphy (2016) forced marriages will now finally be illegal in Ireland, there is not much evidence to suggest that forced marriages are still taking place, however, it is a hidden practice. As girlsnotbrides (2018) points out even though it is not heard of very often, child marriage does happen in Wales. Around 5,000 to 8,000 people every year, are at risk of being married when they do not want too. ‘There has been 1,428 cases of forced marriages, 15% are children 16 years and under and 11% are 16 to 17 year olds’. As unicef (nodate) states article 36 makes sure that the government needs to protect the children from exploration.  

According to save the children (nodate) poverty is one of the main factors impacting childhood and the development of children. There are one in three children who still live in poverty in Wales, this is the highest in another nation and works out to be 200,000 children. ‘Save the Children believes every child deserves a childhood now and a bright future’. There is also 103,400 children in Ireland who live in poverty. It is known that 20% of children in the poorest section, are 17 months behind in their development. As unicef (nodate) states poverty can have a huge impact on childhood and can have consequences, with children being less likely to have access to health services and education. This then impacts children social, political and economic development, and evidence shows that children who grow up poor, are more likely going to be poor when they are older. According to unicef (nodate) article 27 makes sure children are living in conditions that meet their needs and supports their development and wellbeing. According to BBC Wales (2009) everyone wants children to be happy and healthy, however, mental and physical health is becoming more of a serious issue relating to children. Looking at child well-being in rich countries, as unicef (2007) states for subjective wellbeing, the united kingdom scores 20 and Ireland scores 5 and for educational wellbeing, the united kingdom scores 17 and Ireland scores 7.
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