Methodology chapter 3

2.8 Methodology Introduction
Following on from the literature review, exploiting vulnerable children into gangs is a cruital subject that needs to be solved. With many awarenesses and a lot of studies based on this topic can be found online, how well do the public know about this issue? Well in this chapter conducting primary research is beneficial into finding out what the members of public knows about such a dangerous topic. So, this methodology chapter will outline what primary research is being used and examining the benefits on why this primary research will benefit this study, furthermore the aim of the research will gather data and information from the members of the public by seeing what they know on the exploitation of vulnerable children into gang life, lastly this chapter will ensure the ethical considerations by ensuring that the research is safe and anonymous for members of the public to use when interacting with my research.
2.9 Research Strategy/Approach 
[bookmark: _Int_MRkuG8k9]When conducting a research strategy, the research wherever it's survey-based research or interview-based research must be engaging with the public as its very important when gathering information. This can supported as The Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR) (2024) states that engaging in the public involves working with members of the public from different backgrounds, this is beneficial as they state that members of the public will have different life experiences and may offer a variety of perspectives on the topic with members of the public giving information from different diverse backgrounds help collect more meaningful data and will help understand the knowledge that people know on the topic. Furthermore, this study uses a quantitative research strategy using a survey-based approach to collect primary data from members of the public. This will be cruital as the quantitative research strategy is appropriate as it allows information to be collected from the members of the public, in large numbers (Harris, 2023). this helps to show common patterns and trends in public awareness and what knowledge the public may have when it comes to the understanding of how vulnerable children are exploited into criminal gangs. In addition, using a quantitative approach instead of a qualitive approach such as an interview-based approach allows data to be collected more efficiently, however interviews may consist of more in-depth knowledge but with managing time with cost and resources. A survey-based approach can be more beneficial for this topic, as the survey is set out to get information from a wider range of sources from the member of the public without causing any bias towards the topic (Kalpokas & Hecker, 2023)
3.0 Data Collection
To understand what the public knows about the exploitation of vulnerable children into gang life, data was collected anonymously from online into the survey.  when collecting the data the survey was put out online throughout many different social media platforms such as Instagram, Facebook and Snapchat. These platforms helped people see the survey by clicking on the link to start answering the questions. While the survey does not have a specific target number, the goal of the survey is to target over one hundred people minimum to gain as much knowledge as possible from members of the public. The survey is open to all participants from different backgrounds to enhance public knowledge to capture diverse perspectives, this is cruital as without diversity, results can be overpresented by one community rather than focusing on broader communities for a better understanding (Hillman, 2023). Furthermore, the survey will only allow participants to be eighteen and over to participate, it is important that members of the public who are eighteen and over can only participate as the topic is very distressing and can cause trauma and worry to children seventeen and younger. Moreover, this survey will be fourteen questions consisting of open-end questions and tick boxes questions, there will be no multiple-choice questions as the survey is designed to gather information instead of being used as a test, the combination of both open-end questions and tick box questions allows the survey to capture both detailed public knowledge and trend patterns that occurs, this makes the finding more open and will show great understanding on what the public know on the topic. Survey based approach's needs ethical considerations before being publish to the members of the public, as in the survey description it states that the survey is anonymous and no data will be collected from the survey about the participants but only the answers they provide. This is cruital as the data collected is the knowledge from each question. however, the survey also states that its voluntary and a participant can wish to skip questions if they don't know the answer too or stop at any time. The survey will be beneficial into gather data into the topic of exploitation in criminal gangs as its efficient and allows quick data collection compared to other research methods (Naser 2024)
3.1 data analysis
The survey responses from each participant will be examined into identifying different patterns and trends by looking at each participants knowledge to give a better understanding on what the members of the public knows about the exploitation of young vulnerable children, while the survey is being conducted on Microsoft forms, collecting the data using quantitative methods will be beneficial into examining members of the public thoughts, this is beneficial as a quantitative research method focuses on numbers and collected data to identify trends and patterns in the survey, using descriptive statistics and coding open end questions can help structurally analysis data (litmaps, 2025). Furthermore using Microsoft excel will help analysis the data that was collected by putting together statistics on each question that was answered, this application can also help open word answers as coding it will allow excel to pick out works that was frequently used and put that into statistics to back up the findings of the answers. This process of the survey is an easy step by step process as once data is collected; it will be used in excel and then statistically identified to the knowledge gathered and what the members of the public know about exploitation of young vulnerable children. As the survey is being conducted, the survey must be held reliable, so in the survey the data that is collected will be based on the same unbais questions that each participant can see making each question the same for every participant, In addition the data collected will be checked when transferred into Microsoft excel to reduce errors and ensure the results accurately represent each participant responses. Overall, this approach ensures the findings are consistent and can be relied upon to support the research aim of the understanding of exploitation of young vulnerable children into gangs.
3.2 limitations and potential hurdles
[bookmark: _Int_3RhiUe6g]While this survey may benefit the research there can be a lot of limitations towards publishing the survey as certain members of the public participating can answer questions not truthfully or interpret questions differently this is called response-bias (DeFranzo, 2025). Another limitation is that participants could potentially rush answers which can make anaylising the data less in-depth due to the lack of knowledge being presented. With the survey-based approach being based online, certain members of the public won't be able to access it as certain people may not have any form of technology or any social media platforms, so this limits the amount of people that can access the survey.  furthermore, posting it online can lead to low response times as participants may see the survey but choose not to complete it entirely, which can lead to the reduce of overall response rate and limits to findings (Arslan, 2025)  Overall with many limitations and potential hurdles the online based survey is still an effective way to gather reliable and consistent data on the public knowledge on exploitation of vulnerable children into gangs.
3.3 Conclusion
While there are many research strategies out there, this chapter has outlined the primary research approach that will be used to exaime the public knowledge of the exploitation of young vulnerable children into gangs by using a survey-based approach, this chapter shown that the quantitative approach was used rather than a qualitative approach as the quantitative approach focuses more on the diverse backgrounds from all communities than just focusing on certain individuals for answers in a interview based approach. This chapter has also highlighted the use of microsoft forms as the primary application used to conduct the online survey and once the data is collected it will be analysed in Microsoft excel, this chapter has also highlighted that the survey will use tix boxes and open-ended questions to prioritise getting pubic knowledge rather than testing them. Furthermore, this chapter has shown that surveys will come with limitations and potential hurdles with the survey being based online can affect members of the public accessing it due to having no social media or technology, the chapter also states that low response times and response bias can make the findings more limited and bias towards the subject. But overall, this methodology critically explains what research is being taken place to find out the public knowledge on the exploitation of young vulnerable children by setting the stage for the next chapter which presents and analyses the findings of the survey 
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