Activity one answer
State whether the following statements are true, false, or uncertain and explain why.
- The necessary condition for strong sustainability is a non-declining natural capital and nothing else.
Answer
False.
While a non-declining stock of natural capital is a foundational and necessary condition for strong sustainability, it is not "nothing else." Strong sustainability requires a more comprehensive framework to be truly operational. 
Here is why it is not "only" non-declining natural capital:
· Critical Natural Capital Focus: Strong sustainability focuses specifically on maintaining the stock of Critical Natural Capital (CNC)—the natural assets that cannot be substituted by human-made capital and are essential for life support.
· Irreversibility and Thresholds: Strong sustainability recognizes that natural capital destruction can be irreversible and that ecosystem services (e.g., ozone layer, biodiversity) cannot be replaced by human-made goods, requiring a precautionary approach to consumption.
· Complementarity: Strong sustainability views natural and man-made capital as complements, not substitutes, meaning both must be maintained, rather than allowing one to decline while the other grows (which is weak sustainability).
- The main difference between weak and strong sustainability is the size and not necessarily the nature of the non-declining capital stock requirements.
Answer
False.
The main difference between weak and strong sustainability is the nature of the capital stock requirements (i.e., whether different forms of capital are considered substitutable), not merely the size of the non-declining capital stock requirements. 
· Weak Sustainability: Assumes that man-made (manufactured) capital and natural capital are essentially substitutable. It requires only that the total aggregate stock of capital (natural + manufactured) remains non-declining.
· Strong Sustainability: Assumes that natural capital cannot be replaced by manufactured capital and is not substitutable. It requires that specific, critical natural capital stocks must be maintained intact, regardless of the size of manufactured capital
- In principle, the safe minimum rule to sustainability and the precautionary principle are one and the same.
Answer
False.
While the Safe Minimum Standard (SMS) and the precautionary principle are closely related and share the same core philosophy—"better safe than sorry"—they are not identical in principle or application. 
Here is why they are different:
The Safe Minimum Standard originates from natural resource economics focuses on protecting renewable resources from irreversible destruction (e.g., maintaining a minimum species population) unless the costs of doing so are "unacceptably high". The Precautionary Principle is a broader environmental law principle that mandates taking action to avoid serious or irreversible harm even without full scientific certainty.
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