Academic Writing 
Assignment 2, Mary Finch (Madhu)

Does consciousness travel from the human body at the time of death?

The following publication is my chosen primary source for my essay:

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada AC, 1986, Bhagavad-Gita As It Is, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust, Mumbai India.

The awareness of an individual self-existence is present in all human beings and arguably in non-human conscious beings. It is clearly observable that conscious entities strive by various means to continue that existence. But what happens at the time of death? Is the individual consciousness destined to end at that moment when the body no longer shows signs of life? Or does the individual consciousness survive death and transmigrate elsewhere?

The essence of Vedic knowledge, the Bhagavad-Gita, also known as Gitopanishad, one of the most important Upanishads in the ancient Sanskrit Vedic literatures[footnoteRef:1] asserts in its second chapter ‘That which pervades the entire body you should know to be indestructible. No one is able to destroy that imperishable soul.’[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Bhaktivedanta Swami AC, 1986, Bhagavad Gita Introduction, Bhaktivedanta Book Trust (BBT) Mumbai]  [2:  Bhaktivedanta Swami AC, 1986, Bhagavad Gita chapter 2 verse 17, BBT Mumbai] 


Is a 5000 year old Indian classic relevant in our quest for a scientific understanding of consciousness? Can we experience phenomena which supports this even while still alive in our present bodies?

I will attempt to touch on these deep topics deep and at the very least arouse in my readers further interest in the subject.
