[bookmark: _GoBack]Architecture In Your Hometown
[image: See the source image]
[image: See the source image]I have chosen two buildings in my local area of Worcester to compare in terms of architectural style and form: Worcester Cathedral and The Hive Library. Worcester Cathedral is an Anglican Church located on the river bank of the Severn. It was built between 1084 and 1504 and therefore envelopes the styles from Norman to Perpendicular Gothic. It was restored between 1857 and 1874 by W A Perkins and Sir George Gilbert Scott and Camilla Finlay is now the Cathedral Architect in charge of these restorations. The Hive Library was designed by Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios in 2012 and is determined as having BREEAM Outstanding status. The Hive works as a university and public library and ranks sustainability as its highest value. It can be considered as a postmodernist piece of architecture. (http://grant-associates.uk.com/projects/the-hive-worcester/)  
[image: http://www.thehiveworcester.org/content_images/hive-interactive-floor-plan.jpg]	Worcester Cathedral has two transepts across the nave as well as a circular chapter house which was made octagonal on the exterior later and cloister. To the north side, there is an entrance porch which was in order to eliminate the draught. The Edgar Tower is very typically Perpendicular. Another distinctive feature of the cathedral is the Normal crypt and capitals which still remain from their construction in 1084. The east wing is comparable to Early English styles like Salisbury Cathedral. The nave, vault, west front, north porch and eastern cloister were added at a later date on 1360 by John Clyve, who also added buttresses. The north and south elements of the cloister were then completed between 1404 and 1432 and finally the Chantry Chapel to the right of the south choir aisle was constructed in 1502 to 1504. The Hive consists of four floors, each with a different purpose. The lower ground floor is used for more social interactions with more casual orientation like group study areas and gaming stations. This level also holds the secure archives. The ground floor includes a vibrant section for children and a café as well as your more common books. The first floor is where the archives and archeology sections are where you can find original documents like maps and photos as well as meeting rooms and the Business Centre. The second floor is where the main collection of books are with reading places situated randomly within as well as having outdoor seating. The final floor is exclusive to silent study with desks and chairs for this purpose. (http://www.thehiveworcester.org/floor-plan.html) 
	Worcester Cathedral’s Edgar Tower is faced with red sandstone and the gates throughout the cathedral are timber. The older sections of the cathedral show alternate layers of green sandstone from Shropshire and yellow limestone from Cotswold. The central tower originally supported a timber, lead covered spire which has since been removed. The fittings and stained glass elements of the cathedral were restored from 1857 to 1874 by W A Perkins and Sir George Gilbert Scott. (https://www.acanthusclews.co.uk/worcester-cathedral-architect.html) The Hive’s roof is made from solid laminated timber instead of the original design which had a steel and concrete structure due to advances in software which allowed this change of design. The building has a copper alloy cladding as well as recycled copper tiling which covers the majority of the external facades of the building including the roof, only interrupted by large areas of double glazing. (https://www.dezeen.com/2012/04/12/the-hive-by-feilden-cleggbradley-studios/ )The copper cladding is 100 percent recyclable and regardless of how intensively it is used, there is no loss of performance or quality. The large areas of windows have the purpose of insulation and allowing the maximum amount of natural sunlight to enter into the space inside. (https://www.kme.com/fileadmin/DOWNLOADCENTER/COPPER%20DIVISON/1%20Architecture/1%20Intro%20Architecture/TECU_Product_Range_Overview_2017_EN.pdf) The building materials were chosen with the criteria being that they should minimize the generation of toxins in the making, use and disposal systems. (http://www.thehiveworcester.org/the-building.html) http://www.thehiveworcester.org/floor-plan.html

	With regards to its usage, Worcester Cathedral has more than you would think. The usages range from remembrance by lighting a candle for those you have lost to prayer and choir performances. There are also many history talks and tours in order to raise money for the restoration of the building and for the charities associated with the Cathedral. (http://worcestercathedral.co.uk/Events.php). The Hive is not only used as a library and learning space as it also acts as a host for multiple events throughout the year to encourage people to become familiar with the space so they are more likely to use the facilities voluntarily. For example, it hosts British Science Week, Family Coding Activities and Holocaust History Exhibitions. There are opportunities in school holidays for schemes that provide childcare for working parents as well as keeping the children engaged in the learning process when not in school. (www.thehiveworcester.org/documents/The_Hive_Whats_On_Jan_-_April_2019.pdf) They also hold classes and exhibitions aimed at adults including Italian, Creative Writing and Business Classes. (http://www.thehiveworcester.org/10101.html) 
In conclusion, it is clear to see that I have learned a lot from my research into these two buildings including their materials, construction, usage and context. If I were to do this project again, I would like to focus on the sustainability of the buildings in order to determine an opinion on the question of whether or not historical buildings are doing more harm than good to our environment in comparison to a building designed in the 21st Century with sustainability at its most imperative. I would also like to do further research and see if there is any way to make sustainability work around or within historical buildings so that they are contributing to the environment positively whilst keeping the historical and structural integrity of the buildings. This study has helped me to look at a building and be able to dissect it and be able to isolate and identify different materials and elements in order to make a more thorough evaluation. 
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