






Defining terrorism. 

Over recent decades acts of terrorism and the number of terrorist attacks carried out by terrorist organisations has been on the rise. In order to act against terrorism accordingly and to understand why there has been an increase we must first define what terrorism is. Terrorism is responsible for over 21 thousand deaths each year, the total number of deaths from terrorism increased from 8000 deaths in 2010 to a staggering 44,000 in 2014(Richie, Et al, 2013).  
By having a global definition of terrorism, it would allow countries across the world to adopt similar responses to acts of terrorism, such as having similar punishments and public service responses to terrorism. However, by not having a global definition for terrorism it means that countries across the world can look at crimes differently and decide for themselves what an act of terrorism may by. Therefore what may be an act of terrorism in one country may not be considered an act of terrorism in another and this can bring its own set of challenges such as terrorists receiving  less time in prison  for committing crimes in different countries.
  The UK’s definition of terrorism as stated by the terrorism act of 2000 is the use or threat of violence to influence international government organisations and or to intimidate the public sector and or the public to advance their political and or religious beliefs. (Gov.UK , 2000) 
The Crown prosecution service within the UK defines terrorism as “ the use or threat of action , both inside and out of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation , or to intimidate the public, it must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, racial, or ideological cause”. 

The most compelling argument to having one global definition of terrorism is to allow the option of legislation and legal framework to be created for acts of terrorism. By understanding terrorism and by having the one definition of terrorism it would allow the legislation to be specific and to set a standardised requirement for the use of the legislation, meaning that there will be a standard of what terrorism should be , it will also mean that the punishment and the response to terrorism will be the same if not very similar around the globe as it will leave no area of confusion as to what is considered an act of terrorism and what is not and that is a very important factor to consider.
Defining terrorism globally is needed for us to reach the level of counter terrorism that Is required to combat terrorist organisations. Dr Boaz Ganor he states that “ we would never be able to get to the level of international counter terrorism efficiency which is needed to deal with future terrorist attacks without agreeing on the basic issue “ and the basic issue that he is referring to is the issue of not having and or not agreeing to having a standardised definition of terrorism globally.

Defining terrorism allows us to get a better understanding of why people are turning to terrorism and what the motives of todays terrorist groups are,  once we have a better understanding of terrorism it allows us to fight against it with the knowledge and understanding that will give the public services an advantage against the terrorist organisations. Therefore, we can aim to stop terrorism at its source compared to fighting when it is too late and the attack has already happened. 





Case study on Al Qaeda 
Al Qaeda is possibly one of the most if not the most notorious groups that are linked with terrorism. This is since they are responsible for one of the worst acts of terror the world has seen. Al Qaeda the group formally run by Osama bin laden was responsible for the tragedy that happened on September 11th of 2001. This was one of the biggest attacks and acts of terror that the world had seen from any terrorist organisation due to the horrifying number of deaths and injuries caused by the attack. This was the attack that had made Al Qaeda’s the biggest threat to the globe.
 According to a BBC news article published in July of 2004 the group known as Al Qaeda was founded in 1989. This was decades before the attack on America which made the organisation notorious. The groups leader at the time was Osama bin laden who also had followers willing to commit these acts of terrorism with the support of Al Qaeda. The group was created shortly after soviet forces exited Afghanistan and Osama bin laden and his followers began looking to expand the group to look for new members and recruits to Al Qaeda. The article then goes on to state that it was believed for the group to be operating within 40 to 50 countries, this really shows the growth that the group had and how serious the group was about making political and ideological change. This is an important factor to consider when looking at groups to decide whether the term of terrorists is suitable. After the death of Osama bin Laden many thought that Al Qaeda and other groups would become scarce and not pose as big a threat, however a journal produced by the international journal of terrorism and politics stated that after more than a decade in the battle against Al Qaeda in Afghanistan that the United states faced different threats posed by Al Qaeda affiliate groups in the middle east. These affiliate groups have also adopted similar ideologies to Al Qaeda.

Al Qaeda has a very strong ideological standing, meaning that each member of Al Qaeda knew what they are fighting for. A study conducted by Researchomatic on the ideology and beliefs of Al Qaeda have found that the fundamental goals and ideology of the group are to overthrow the current world order and to create a world ruled by one man known as the Muslim caliphate. Al Qaeda also believe that the current leadership is weak and are responsible for what they consider to be the decline of the Muslim people. They hold those currently in power responsible for all the hardships of the Muslim people.  Al Qaeda’s key aims, and goals are to inspire and to provoke Islamic movements and to encourage the Muslim population worldwide to attack those who are perceived as the enemy (Gunaratna, 2005). 
The motives behind the attacks that Al Qaeda have claimed responsibility for are to create political and ideological change. The group is motivated by the struggle and hardship that the Muslim population have endured and this is what is motivating Al Qaeda and other groups like it to carry out these attacks in order to send their message to those who are currently in power.

 They will aim to achieve their goals in different ways and by using different strategies such as by recruiting people from all around the world to join their cause and to fight side by side. Al Qaeda’s methods in which they achieve their goal have become increasingly more technically advanced  meaning that the use of technology has allowed  for groups such as Al Qaeda and many other terrorist organisations to achieve over their goals quicker and easier through the use of technology. We have seen the use of the internet increase and improve, as well as the technological equipment that is being used to fight against terrorism improve exponentially. 
The methods in which these terrorist groups are using to get their message across have changed over time, groups such as Al Qaeda are able to recruit and promote their ideology and beliefs via use of the internet. Terrorist organisations will create and use websites in which they can share terrorist propaganda and instructional videos via use of the internet (UNODC 2012). 
Advancements in technology allow the public services in the fight against terrorism and in counter terrorism measures, however much like the use of the internet and technology can help against the fight it is also being used against us by these terrorism groups. According to the Hague centre for statistic studies in an article regarding the use of artificial intelligence used by terrorist organisations, the assumption that terrorist organisations are using AI technology to their advantage is a likely one, the article then proceeds to use cyber attacks as a key example of how terrorists are using technology to their advantage and this is evidence that the war on terror is evolving. The use of the internet is being used for counter terrorism efforts; however, it is also being used against us by these organisations.
.
The response to terrorist threats and attacks. 
One of the best defences that we have against future terrorist attacks is the ability to look back at previous attacks and to evaluate how we can better prepare and prevent future attacks, and from doing this we can create legislation that will prepare us and protect us from future attacks. In the case study of Al Qaeda we are able to look at attacks carried out by the organisation and study their methods and tactics used in order to better prepare us from the risk of future attacks such as the tragedy of 9/11.  
The perfect example of when the public services came together and created a piece of legislation in the wake of a terrorist attack was the introduction of the war on terror campaign. According to an article produced in 2019 by “ History” the war on terror campaign was launched in the wake of one of the deadliest terrorist attacks carried out in history by the group Al Qaeda, the campaign was launched by the U.S president at the time being president Bush, and he urged the world to join him in the war against terror. The global war on terror act was the first real piece of legislation that was targeting terrorist organisations and had a plan in mind on how to fight against terror. From the U.S state department archive we can see the in-depth plan that the war on terror campaign had for the first 100 days after the attack on September 11th we can see the areas in which the counter terrorism efforts were going to strike first such as the funding that these terrorist organisations receive, as well as the plan to break the hold that the Al Qaeda had on Afghanistan and disrupting their global network. This is the reaction that the U.S had to the attack and we can see exactly how their public services responded to this attack.
Each country may respond to threats or acts of terror differently. 

 It is crucial when looking at terrorist attacks to consider how prepared we are, how we can prevent future attacks and how we can protect our public and the public services in the event of an attack in the UK. Currently the MI5 tells us that the UK threat level as of February 2021 is substantial, meaning that with the use of intelligence they believe that an attack on the UK is likely based off how the MI5 assesses the threat levels within the UK. The information about the current threat level within the UK has been made available to the public since the year 2006, this is once again a public service response to threat in the UK as by making the information available to the public at any given time it allows the public to feel informed about any change in the threat level at any time and maintains a level of transparency with the public. 

The UK has also revised previous legislation as well as create new pieces of legislation in order to be more effective within todays political climate and to be used against the challenges we face today, and terrorism is one of those issues. The civil contingencies act received the royal assent in 2004 and according to the short guide of the civil contingencies act produced by the cabinet office,  the overview of the act itself is for “the act, and accompanying regulations and non-legislative matters, will deliver a single framework for civil protection within the United Kingdom”. What this means is that by having a single and specific act that covers the protection of the UK population it allows the public service the opportunity to evaluate which crimes come under this piece of legal framework and it allows the services to have easy and precise information as to what is regarded as danger to the public’s protection. The act outlines what constitutes a threat to the UK population or serious damage to the environment, and under this piece of legislation is war and terrorism that threatens the security of the UK. This act was created after concerns were raised about the level of multi- agency coordination in the public service sector, and the need for public services to increase their coordination during the events in which the act can be applied( Crofts, 2011). 
 If any of these criteria are met such as the threat of serious damage to human welfare it enables the public services to act within the civil contingencies act’s rights. There are two parts to the act and the first part is in relation to what will happen within the public service roles specifically in the event of the threat of war and terrorism and or serious human welfare damage. The guide goes on to show that emergency services such as the police, fire and ambulance services are to all work together and in cohesion with other public services such as the NHS bodies, and in an event where the act is being used these public services must work together as a multi-agency public service to provide protection to the UK population. 

From this case study into the terrorist group Al Qaeda and through researching their methods and their goals and motives and through looking at the damage they have caused physically, environmentally and economically and they lives they have taken as an organisation from their attacks I am inclined to agree that Al Qaeda should be classed as a terrorist organisation due to the factors listed in this case study. The attack that occurred on September 11 was the biggest attack that any terrorist organisation has performed and an attack of that magnitude was done with the sole purpose of sparking political and ideological change. I also believe the fact that the group still exists and is still thought to be active and have expanded their organisation through affiliate groups and through having cells of Al Qaeda spread through the world in countries such as Iraq , and Somalia with Al Qaeda affiliate groups widening their reach(Joscelyn,2013). is another reason as to why they are considered one of the most if not the deadliest terrorist organisations created. The reach that this organisation has as well as the funding and equipment they have available still makes them a considerable threat.
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