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ARB/RIBA criteria addressed in this module  

Adequate knowledge of the histories and theories of architecture and the related arts, technologies and 
human sciences. 

GC2 

the cultural, social and intellectual histories, theories and technologies that influence the design of buildings; 2.1 
the influence of history and theory on the spatial, social, and technological aspects of architecture; 2.2 

Knowledge of the fine arts as an influence on the quality of architectural design. GC3 

how the theories, practices and technologies of the arts influence architectural design; 3.1 
the creative application of the fine arts and their relevance and impact on architecture; 3.2 

Adequate knowledge of urban design, planning and the skills involved in the planning process. GC4 

theories of urban design and the planning of communities; 4.1 
the influence of the design and development of cities, past and present on the contemporary built environment; 4.2 
Understanding of the relationship between people and buildings, and between buildings and their 
environment, and the need to relate buildings and the spaces between them to human needs and scale. 

GC5 

the needs and aspirations of building users; 5.1 
Understanding of the profession of architecture and the role of the architect in society, in particular in 
preparing briefs that take account of social factors. 

GC6 

the nature of professionalism and the duties and responsibilities of architects to clients, building users, 
constructors, co-professionals and the wider society; 

6.1 

the potential impact of building projects on existing and proposed communities. 6.3 

  
GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES AT PART 1 LEVEL 

 
ability to evaluate evidence, arguments and assumptions in order to make and present sound judgments within a 
structured discourse relating to architectural culture, theory and design; 

4 

 
AIM 

 To provide students with a basic knowledge of the history of European 
architecture and urban design set in the context of the development of arts and 
culture in the United Kingdom in general and Wales in particular and a basic 
knowledge of main global architectural traditions 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to 
demonstrate the ability to: 

1. Describe in outline the main styles and movements in architecture and urban 
design in Europe from classical times to the present  

2. Give a clear account of the architectural character of Wales in the context of the 
UK as a whole. 

 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 

 Architecture of the ancient world 
 Romanesque and Gothic architecture 
 Art and architecture of the Renaissance and Baroque 
 Neoclassicism 
 Architecture in the industrial revolution 
 Architecture of the 20th century – Modernism and other traditions 
 Contemporary architecture and urban design 
 Global perspectives 



 
LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY 
 
Lectures, on-line teaching resources and guided reading cover the material in a 
chronological sequence. Seminars give students the opportunity to explore particular 
periods styles and/or exemplary buildings in detail and assist them in the critical 
evaluation of knowledge acquired.  

 

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is: 
 
Activity type Hours Percentage 
Scheduled learning 60 30 
Independent learning 140 70 
Placement learning   
TOTAL 200 100% 

  
ASSESSMENT 
 
Description of each assessment component and its weighting, together with an example 
Assessment Component 1 – 50% 
Coursework: Essay (2000 words)  
Assessment Component 2 – 50% 
Examination (2 hours) 
 
Assessment Summary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD) 
 

Does the module contribute to ESD? 
Yes 
 
 

This module is concerned with the history of architecture and the theories that have 
shaped it. An important strand is the relationship between economics and patterns of 
energy use on the form of cities and the making of buildings.   Understanding how for 
most of human history human settlements were constructed and economies operated 
using only renewable energy sources and appreciating the global patterns of 
contemporary energy use is a necessary precursor to the creation of more sustainable 
settlements and buildings. 
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