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[bookmark: _GoBack]Executive Summary
This report aims to propose plans that can help in the integration of the measures of climate change into national policies, strategies, and planning. The report outlines two key objectives that various organisation can adopt in their policy initiatives aimed at addressing the change in climate. The first goal is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 50% in the next five years. The second objective is to adopt energy-saving practices in various sectors. The report outlines multiple action plans that will help in achieving the objectives by involving different stakeholders at different levels. It finally recommends the involvement of the general public in the implementation of the policy initiatives and the need to develop control and evaluation measures. 
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Introduction
The impacts of changes in climatic patterns are getting felt in all parts of the globe, and they are affecting everyone. Climate change is affecting the lives of every individual, disrupting economies, leaving behind impacts of high magnitude to communities (Zhenmin and Espinosa, 2019). If the trend remains unaddressed, the alterations in weather patterns, increasing levels of water in the oceans, and devatating weather events are going to wreck widespread damages to the communities living in hotspot areas (Arnell and Gosling, 2016). Scientists predict the earth’s surface temperatures to surpass 30 C by the end of this century if the ongoing greenhouse emissions continue as usual (Timberlake and Schultz, 2017). 
This report aims to propose a plan that will assist in facilitating the integration of the measures of climate change into national policies, strategies, and planning. The first part will outline the need and objectives that will help in achieving the second target of climate action. It will then present the action plans that will help in achieving the outlined objectives. Consequently, it will discuss the involvement of both the public and private sector organisations by giving examples of similar successful initiatives. Finally, it will present the possible challenges that may hinder success and propose possible solutions. 
The Plan for Integrating Climate Change Measures into the National Policies
As a contribution to the realisation of the UN sustainable development goals (SDGs), this report presents a proposed plan that would help the relevant government agencies to integrate climate change initiatives. This plan will help in outlining the roles of both private and public sector organisations in the execution of the strategic plans to address the challenges of changes in climate and its impacts. The plan aims at promoting the adoption of green energy solutions by establishing mechanisms that will help in reducing greenhouse emissions and investing in sustainable sources of energy.
The Rationale for Integrating Climate Change Measures into the National Policies
Every government must take up an active role both at the local and national stages to address the issues of change in climate by creating strategies that help in mitigating the causes and resulting impacts. One of the ways through which every nation can contribute to this issue is by integrating measures for the mitigation of climate change into the national policies, strategies, and planning (Michaelowa and Michaelowa, 2017). Secondly, the government can link the concern of changes in climate with its national sustainable development goals to ensure that they take part in the global fight against the effects of climate change (Michaelowa and Michaelowa, 2017). Once climate change initiatives are established, the governments should partner with the private sector through its public agencies to facilitate the implementation of the formulated initiatives (Michaelowa and Michaelowa, 2017). 
Climate change has gone beyond being an environmental concern to be a sustainable development issue. The effects of climate change threaten to erase the progress made in achieving sustainable development goals, including those of MDGs (Zhenmin and Espinosa, 2019). Greenhouse gas emissions, which are the major contributors to the rising temperatures, depending on the economic and technological pathways that different counties pursue to grow their economies (Lempert, 2019). For instance, the motor vehicle sector and industrial developments are key areas that require urgent attention in the fight to reduce air pollution and greenhouse effects (Zhenmin and Espinosa, 2019). The current emissions pose critical health impacts on the future generation, with the vulnerable and poor communities bearing the greatest burden despite their least contribution to the problem of changes in climate (Lempert, 2019).
Addressing climate change in the national sustainable development strategies confers several benefits and allows a country to identify and resolve trade-offs between changes in climate and other goals. For instance, the initiatives intended to maintain natural capital and sustaining livelihoods also increase carbon absorption (Zhenmin and Espinosa, 2019). Besides, reducing emissions resulting from buring of fossil fuels can increase energy security as countries are investing in alternative renewable energy sources, for example, solar power that provides green sustainable energy (Lempert, 2019). 
Involvement of the Public and Private Sectors in the Implementation of the Plan
The commitment of various states to the participation of working towards the achievement of the UN’s SDGs has prompted various governmental organisations and agencies to promote CSR activities (Buhmann, Jonsson, and Fisker, 2019). They work in close relationships with multiple stakeholders at different levels to ensure that they make significant progress towards the achievement of the SDG objectives (Kumar, Kumar, and Vivekadhish, 2016). Theoretically, R. Edward Freeman (1984) described a stakeholder as any person or group of individuals who get impacted or can affect the realisation of a firm’s goal (Freeman, Harrison, and Zyglidopoulos, 2018). 
The stakeholder theory provides a framework that contains three aspects that are critical for understanding the stakeholder association with an organisation. For instance, the analytical part helps in mapping all the key groups that are relevant to the achievement of the goals set by a firm (Freeman et al., 2018). The process element considers the players that have a significant influence on goal realisation. The final aspect, which is transactional, deals with the management activities that coordinate the relationships with other stakeholders (Timberlake and Schultz, 2017). The implementation of the SDGs requires participation from the public to get much-needed support that facilitates the achievement of the outlined objectives. 
The achievement of this initiative requires participation from both the public and private sector organisations. For instance, the public sector organisations such as government agencies and regulatory bodies have the responsibility of developing national policies that integrate the proposed climate change measures to the national SDGs (Zhenmin and Espinosa, 2019). Besides, they also have the responsibility of setting guidelines and frameworks that help in the implementation of the initiatives both at the national and local levels (Timberlake and Schultz, 2017). Through the partnerships with the public learning institutions, the government agencies are working together to promote capacity building for the professionals and other stakeholders at various levels on the implementation of green energy solutions, reduction of greenhouse emissions, and promoting efficient and sustainable use of energy (Timberlake and Schultz, 2017).
The private sector involvement in the achievement of the proposed climatic change response initiatives can occur at various levels, such as at the investor and end-user levels. For instance, private investors should adopt and implement the outlined measures in climate change policies (Timberlake and Schultz, 2017). For instance, the use of technologies that promote energy saving and efficiency, the use of clean power sources such as solar energy in buildings, factories, and residential places. Besides, the general public has the responsibility of sustainable use of energy by adopting energy-saving techniques (Timberlake and Schultz, 2017). 
Objectives
· Reducing greenhouse gas emission by 50% in the next five years.
· Adopting energy-saving practices in various sectors 
Objective 1: Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emission by 50% in the next five years
The reduction of greenhouse gas emission is one of the key areas in which countries have targeted when developing policies and measures of tackling changes in climate and their impacts (Ansah and Sorooshian, 2019). In response to the UN SDG proposals, various countries have developed initiatives that help in reducing air pollution from industries and transport sectors to achieve the target of averting the rise in global temperatures to remain below 20C (Ansah and Sorooshian, 2019). 
Action Plans for Achieving Reduction of Greenhouse Emissions
· To reduce emissions through modernisation of vehicle pool and removal and disposal of inefficient units.
· Creating mandatory regulations and control mechanisms that promote vehicle inspections for the greenhouse gas emissions, as well as reviewing and adjusting emission standards for vehicles to ensure high-efficiency levels for the national pool of vehicles, including the imported ones.
· Installation of high-efficiency technologies that help in reducing greenhouse gas emissions from manufacturing factories.
Various countries have made significant achievements in addressing their emission targets, while others are still facing various challenges that hinder their efforts. In response to the policy initiatives, several companies in the private sector have developed measures to show their commitments to cutting emissions. For instance, 48% of the Fortune 500 companies have decommissioned their coal-fired power plants to cut off emissions (McNamee, 2017). Walmart has also resorted to green operations in its supply chain and store operations to reduce one gigaton by 2030 (McNamee, 2017). The UK has also achieved significant reductions in emission levels. The passing of the Climate Change Act in 2008 has contributed to a 44% reduction of greenhouse emissions compared to the 1990 emission levels (Committee on Climate Change, n.d.). This achievement resulted from the initiatives of generating electricity from renewable sources, the use of low-carbon sources of energy, electric vehicles, and “carbon price floor,” among other initiatives (Committee on Climate Change, n.d.).
Objective 2: Promoting Energy Saving Practices in Buildings 
Energy use in the buildings has been a serious concern for the developed countries since the 1970s when the oil embargo began (Zhenmin and Espinosa, 2019). In recent years, this issue has gained new currency because of the interest in minimizing greenhouse gas emissions and rising costs of energy use in buildings. There is a significant variation in the use of energy for both the commercial and residential buildings, with the dominant use include cooling, lighting, ambient space heating, water heating, and mechanical ventilation (Langevin, Harris, and Reyna, 2019). The need for such energy use has contributed to greenhouse emissions from burning coal and natural gas for electricity production. In the US, for instance, the Department of Energy reported that in 2006, carbon dioxide (CO2) emission from buildings accounted for 38% of the total CO2 emissions in the US (Langevin, Harris, and Reyna, 2019). 
The Action Plan for Achieving Energy Saving in Buildings
· Developing and adapting regulatory and legal frameworks that set standards and best practices for reducing emissions of CO2 and promoting energy in both commercial and residential buildings.
· Initiating programmes that promote energy saving and efficiency in commercial and residential buildings. 
· Conducting campaigns that promote changes in practice and behaviour among the end-users. For instance, creating awareness of the power-saving and energy efficiency practices, especially in residential, tourism, and industry sectors.
· To promote and encourage the establishment of initiatives that deliver reliable and timely information, such as certification and labelling, to provide information on greenhouse emission and energy efficiency to the consumers.
Different countries have initiated various programmes that have succeeded in achieving significant milestones towards the struggle against changes in climate. For instance, the US is running green and affordable housing programmes at the national and local stages. The Enterprise Community Partnership is one of the initiatives developed in 2004 to provide funds that allow developers to construct healthier homes that are more energy-efficient to low-income communities across the country (Institute of Medicine, 2011). These homes are consistent with the sustainability agenda since the materials used in the construction and rehabilitation have minimal carbon dioxide emission, and they promote the efficiency of energy use in the process of construction and after use (Spengler, 2012). Besides, the UK and Canada have also, the Comprehensive Assessment Systems for Building Environmental Efficiency (CASBEE), has been instrumental in promoting the green designs and initiatives that minimise the impacts on environment and costs in the long run (Institute of Medicine, 2011). 
The implementation of such measures involve different stakeholders at various levels, for instance, the public sector organisations integrate the initiatives into the national policies and creating regulatory bodies and frameworks for certification and authorisation of the construction designs and materials that comply with the green agenda (Spengler, 2012). Private developers also contribute by creating designs and adopting technologies that reduce emissions and promote efficiency in their construction works (Lawson, 2016). The general public, which comprises the consumer and civil societies, take part in adopting behaviour change and compliance with the guidelines on energy-saving techniques (Lawson, 2016).
Conclusions and Recommendations
The integration of climate change measures in the national policies, strategies, and planning is a critical initiative that helps countries in developing effective frameworks for addressing climate change. Both the public and private sector organisations have essential responsibilities of contributing to the struggle against changes in climate. The primary roles of public sector organisations include the formulation of policies, capacity building, resource mobilisation. The private responsibilities of the sector organisations include adoption and compliance with the policy measures and working towards the achievement of the set objectives. This report recommends that governments should develop monitoring and evaluation programmes that will help in tracking the progress made towards the realisation of the set goals. Besides, they should actively involve the general public by creating awareness and promoting behaviour change to embrace sustainable lifestyle practices. 
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