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Sunnah
Sunnah literally means a clear path and it has also been defined as the normative practice or a defined code of conduct. It may mean good example or bad one, it could be a set-up of an individual, group of people or an entire community. In the pre-Islamic era, the Arabia use the word Sunnah to mean a continuous practice of what is been inherited from their forefathers and have been adopted as their way of life. The Arabia has considered these Sunnah as the way of their life and refer to it as the identification of their tribe and pride. Bid’ah is the opposite of Sunnah, Bid’ah is an innovation, an act which is not permissible in Shari’ah due to its lack of precedent and its attachment to the past era before the advent of Islam. The word Sunnah and its plural word Sunan was mentioned in the Qur’an precisely sixteen times. In other words, Sunnah has been mentioned in the Qur’an to refer to a defined practice and course of conduct. The scholars of Hadith have described Sunnah as narrations from the holy prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him), his actions, his sayings and all of his tacit approvals and all reports of his physical character. However, the scholars of jurisprudence have excluded the word physical character from the definition of Sunnah. The prophetic Sunnah was not actually mentioned in the Qur’an but the word ‘uswa hasanah’ distinctive conduct appears in surat al Ahzab (33:21) referring to the exceptional conduct of the holy prophet is the only nearest verse related to the ‘Sunnah al Nabi’ prophetic Sunnah.

Proof of Sunnah – ‘Hujjiyyah As-Sunnah’
It is a unanimous agreement of all Islamic scholars that Sunnah is the second primary source of Shari’ah and its rulings and injunctions regarding forbidden and permissible are of the same stand as of Qur’an. The Sunnah of the holy prophet is also a proof just like Qur’an on legal issues. Sunnah is a testification to the rulings of the Qur’an and has come to enjoin Muslims in compliance with it. The utterances of the holy prophet according to the Qur’an are divined and inspired, Allah says:
“Nor does he speak from [his own] inclination. It is not but a revelation revealed” (Q53:4-5)
It is mentioned several times in the Qur’an where Allah enjoins Muslims to obey the prophet and submit to his judgement and instructions without argument. The following verses are explicit of this discussion:
“…And whatever the Messenger has given you - take; and what he has forbidden you - refrain from. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is severe in penalty…” (Q59:7)
“O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority among you. And if you disagree over anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if you should believe in Allah and the Last Day. That is the best [way] and best in result” (Q4:58).
Referring cases to Allah means referring to Qur’an and referring to the messenger means referring it to the Sunnah of the Prophet.
'Whenever God and His Messenger have decided a matter' it is not for a faithful man or woman to follow another course of his or her own choice' (Q33:36).
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