METHODOLOGY:
Introduction:
In this section I will discuss the methods in which I will conduct my research surrounding the topic of how sociological theories portray the public’s perception on policing. This topic delves into how theories of sociology are present in public perceptions of policing whereby it is evidenced in media and reports and how theories link to the evidence of opinions.
The objective of my research is to gather data, both quantitative and qualitative, which will highlight perceptions and agreeance with specific theories within sociology. For example, several questions involved in both questionnaire and interview will ask how much the participant agrees with a statement which stems from a sociological theory on policing. 
There are multiple reasonings as to why I wish to undertake this research. Firstly, there are several gaps in my research which do not portray sub-theoretical viewpoints which may be prominent in the public’s perception on policing. For example, feminist theorist Emma Cunningham presents a book upon the representation of women within the police and their effectiveness within the force comparatively between men (Cunningham, 2021).

Research Strategy:
For my research I will be undertaking both qualitative and quantitative methods of research in order to facilitate gaining a large response with more data and also qualitative data which will provide in depth analysis and results from a niche part of my sample. I have chosen to do this so that I can have a large sample for those involved in my questionnaire where I will be able to analyse trends, patterns and themes from the results and further have in depth answers which may explain some of the trends via my qualitative data. Qualitative data is stated to be a well of insight which bolsters the understanding of “social phenomena” (Klag & Langley, 2013). This demonstrates that qualitative research allow for in depth explanation on social constructions including that of the police and its involvement in society.
Sample size is defined as “..the number of observations or individuals included in a study or experiment. It is the number of individuals, items, or data points selected from a larger population to represent it statistically” (Staff, 2024). My sample size will differentiate between my methods of quantitative and qualitative data. For my quantitative I aim to gather a sample size of approximately 50 participants comparatively to my qualitative research which I will aim to interview 1-2 participants. Participants will range from internal and external from the police as well as my qualitative data being varied between different parts of England and Wales. I chose to do this, as my sample from within the police is easily obtainable and likely to receive higher amounts of responses thus boosting the number of results. For my qualitative data, having an achievable response rate whilst also not overextending my need for interviews will allow me to efficiently gather qualitative data from different parts of England and Wales. I will utilise persons already willing to participate such as colleagues and/or friends due to ease of access to participants. Ensuring I have guaranteed responses from trusted persons makes for efficient research, however, creates bias which is a distortion in results formed from influence within research (Polit & Beck, 2014). Despite the presence of bias and its effect on my results, both my research methods will therefore use opportunistic sampling which is defined as a method in which “participants are chosen based on their ease of availability and proximity to the researcher, rather than using random or systematic criteria” (McLeod, 2023). I have chosen this due to the ease of access to results based around time. I will not have time to balance full time work, personal life and undertaking vigorous research methods which will take up much time for the short time I have to conduct and review results.

Data collection:
Data is defined as “information, especially facts or numbers, collected to be examined and considered and used to help decision-making” (McIntosh, 2017). After collecting data via my research methods, I will look to analyse the results to identify trends, patterns and themes within the data and corroborate it to corresponding sociological theories and ideas to present the evidence of how prominent they are in the public’s perspective on policing. 
With quantitative data, I will look to review the number of responses based on numerical data and which number favours certain statements/ideas presented in the questionnaire. This will involve the production of graphs to present the data in an easily identifiable format which will present the trends needed to evidence the public’s perception on policing. For example, an agree/disagree question may have a split response of 60/40% respectively which is easily displayed in a graph showing the 60% agree with the presented statement relating to a sociological theory.
With my qualitative data, I will compare this with the questionnaire results and try to target specific questions which have a disparity in results or a clear majority for one statement. This will allow me to dive into the how’s and why’s of the question and it may present more critical results as to why the public may present that specific viewpoint. Combining both research methods allow me to collect large amounts of data whilst also critically analysing the data.
Limitations and Problems:
As briefly discussed above, there is guaranteed to be bias within my research. Due to using opportunistic sampling, it is likely my sample will contain persons from within the police and friends. This creates bias as I am only sampling a niche part of the population which will likely have a shared opinion compared to using stratified sampling to get an even distribution of persons within the population. Bias therefore, discredits my research partially as the results will be disparate and not representative of the entire population’s opinion.
Further, using opportunistic sampling limits the number of responses I will be able to gather. Despite broadcasting my questionnaire through channels such as internal emails, word of mouth etc. it is likely I will receive less than 50 responses. Comparatively, if I was to have more time and funding, stratified sampling which is the use of carefully selected populations based on criteria, I would be able to have a representative sample of the population and of a larger quantity which will present more unbiased data. Analysing those results would yield representative trends of the overall population.

Methods of Use:
Finally, the two methods I will be utilising will be a questionnaire and interviews. As briefly discussed, the questionnaire will present quantitative data and the interviews used to highlight trends and dive deeper into those with qualitative data.
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