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To what extent do response officers have a role in counter-terrorism policing? Your answer must be based on academic research, although you may make reference to recent, relevant case studies.
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This essay will highlight the extent of the role in which response officers have in regard to counter-terrorism policing. This essay will also include academic research and references will be made to recent and relevant case studies which will support the points made within this essay. 

Terrorism is defined as: ‘’An indirect strategy of using fear or terror induced by violent attacks or force (or the threat of its use) against one group of people or their property as a means to intimidate and coerce another group of people and influence their actions in order to reach further political objectives. Terrorist acts are the violent act that form part of such a strategy’’ (Schwenkenbecher 2012). 

It is well acknowledged that terrorists target the public because they are so effective at convincing governments to make compromises (Abrahms 2019). The primary targets of persuasion tactics are the adversary and the audience that the terrorists seek to represent or influence. Terrorists employ basic signalling strategies in their planning. By conducting frequently brutal acts, terrorists hope to incite fear and confusion by demonstrating their capacity for violence against those who oppose them and their belief that the opposition and the organisations supporting them are dishonest and should not be supported (Abrahms and Mroszczyk 2022). Numerous terrorist tactics that militant organisations use to sway particular audiences have been uncovered by research. While there is general agreement in the literature that militant organisations frequently use a variety of terrorist tactics to try to change the behaviour and thinking of these various social groups, there is also a lot of research on the political effectiveness of these tactics. According to Shire, M. (2021), some studies contend that the tactical use of terrorism helps achieve the declared goals of militant groups, highlighting the fact that terrorism as a whole is beneficial in winning political concessions.  One popular theory emphasises how terrorism serves as a "costly signal" to a hostile group about a group's dedication and capacity for harm.

The attack on the World Trade Centre in New York on September 11, 2001, was the most well-known terrorist incident of the contemporary age. It was intended for this event to advance Al-Qaeda goals on a global scale by increasing the expense of the American policy of stationing forces in Saudi Arabia by attacking the centre of the US financial district. Moreover, Al-Qaeda may have also been attempting to provoke the Unites Statas into a military response by attacking key American economics and military icons in order to further its greater objectives of radicalising the Muslim population on the world (Shire, M. 2021). One reaction from this attack was that The Homeland Security Act of 2002, which George W. Bush signed into law, established the Office of Homeland Security, whose purpose is to "coordinate the executive branch's efforts to detect, prepare for, prevent, protect against, respond to, and recover from terrorist attacks within the United States." (History.com Editors 2010). This article also states that its responsibilities include preventing terror attacks as well as handling border security, immigration, customs, and disaster assistance and prevention. Twenty-two independent agencies were united under it.

A strategy which also arose from the 9/11 attack was the launch of CONTEST. This strategic plan is an updated response to the persistent and developing danger posed by terrorism, and it will protect the public by boosting the UK's resilience. For more than two decades, the CONTEST strategy has aimed to diminish the threat of terrorism to the United Kingdom and its interests abroad and will continue to address the threat at all stages, including Prevent, Pursue, Protect, and Prepare – from protecting against and minimising the consequences of terrorist acts to preventing people from becoming terrorists by limiting radicalising influences (Home Office 2023). This article also details that CONTEST 2023 establishes a clear vision for an agile, integrated, and aligned approach, building on current relationships across government, policing, and intelligence agencies, as well as with the corporate sector, the public sector, and international partners. Moreover, a unified and coordinated response will ensure that we have all levers available to prevent modern dangers. Prevent has three major goals: 1) to challenge the ideology of those who support and promote terrorism; 2) to safeguard vulnerable people; and 3) to support elements of the community where there are dangers of radicalisation (HM Government 2011). The term "radicalisation" is used to describe the process through which someone starts to associate with or support ideas or groups that hold extreme beliefs. Because those who become radicalized frequently end up being drawn into major abuse or terrorism, radicalization is regarded as a type of harm (Netex 2022). Given the right circumstances, anyone may turn into a victim of radicalisation; therefore, it is critical to keep an eye out for warning signs and act prior any harm is done; and, so to be able to do so, those who work in such within frontline policing should be aware of the radicalisation process and the warning signs, which can be achieved through community-based policing. 

Additionally, a community-based counterterrorism policy was a crucial component of the prevent strategy, which was deployed in Northern Ireland in the final years of the war and was given increased emphasis following the 7/7 London attack (Briggs 2010). Community-based policing, also known as community-oriented policing, is a philosophy and an organisational model that enables the police and the community to collaborate in order to address issues with crime, disturbance, and safety while also enhancing everyone's quality of life (Alcala, M. 2010). Experience shows that community safety and security significantly increase when communities have a fundamental part in defining their own security and safety needs and are involved in developing, implementing, and monitoring locally specified solutions to their challenges. For community policing-based counterterrorism measures to be effective, officers must maintain a focused, visible presence in the community. When utilised in conjunction with community cooperation and issue solving, targeted foot patrols may reduce crime and antisocial behaviour, reassure the community, and improve their perception of the police. Response officers are able to gain crucial information in the pursuit or detection of threats to the public, including terrorist threats, by implementing these methods and becoming a point of contact for the community, which is particularly beneficial for areas with "hidden" groups (College of Policing 2021). As a result of this research, it is clear to state that response officers have a great extent within the role of counterterrorism policing on their everyday tour of duty through a community-based strategy. 

Furthermore, the police play a crucial part in the Prevent work strand, according to the CONTEST strategy. The Prevent duty is defined in Section 26(1) of the Counterterrorism and Security Act 2015. It imposes a broad obligation on the designated authorities to give adequate consideration to the need to stop people from becoming attracted to terrorism (Home office 2018). As a result of this act being put into place police officers are expected to familiarise themselves with the act which places officers in an advantageous position to spot individuals who could be radicalised and refer them to the right resources. The police create and support regional alliances and initiatives to stop persons from becoming radicalised or to help them stop engaging in radicalised activities. They collaborate with other agencies (including health and education services) under the government's Channel programme to prevent gullible individuals from becoming attracted to terrorism by identifying individuals at risk, assessing the nature and extent of that risk, and developing the most appropriate support plan for the individuals concerned (HMICFRS 2022). However, Briggs (2010) identifies a number of problems in the development of partnerships, the integration of methodology, and capacity deficiencies at the local level that must be addressed in order to improve the performance of UK forces in counterterrorism support. HMICFRS (2022) also details further extent to which response officers have a role in counterterrorism through the learning packages which they entitled to complete in order to gain more knowledge on counterterrorism as a whole. All forces use Prevent computer based or e-learning packages to where most have made this training mandatory for officers and staff. However, some forces do not monitor compliance and therefore forces cannot be certain of how many of the frontline officers have completed this training, leaving a knowledge gap within response officers of that respected force. 

Additionally, it is clear that the extent of which response officers play a role in counterterrorism policing is continuously growing and developing further support this type of policing due to police forces future plans. The Government proposes a total policing spending settlement of up to £16.9 billion in 2022/23. This includes financing for Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs), as well as funds for counter-terrorism police and national goals like breaking down County Lines, decreasing violent crime, and making our streets safer (HO News Team 2021). Increased funding for counterterrorism policing will make it possible for this type of policing to advance in the future as more learning materials and resources will be made accessible to response officers filling the knowledge gap which has been identified as a flaw when supporting counterterrorism within the police. As a result, it has been determined that not only do response officers already play an important role in response police, but there are also active plans for the future to expand their position in this sort of policing.

To conclude, this essay has detailed that a role of a response police officer has a great extent in the coverage of counterterrorism policing through many strategic methods, mainly community based. After identifying the most well-known attack within the contemporary age, it has been highlighted that many strategies arose from this attack including the launch of the CONTEST which allowed police forces to engage with partnership agencies, such as the government, intelligence agencies and further international partner as a means to diminish the threat of terrorism to the UK, boosting its resilience. A strategy highlighted in this essay to achieve this was through the use of community-based policing whereby the visible presence of response police officers would allow the community to have a point of contact and potentially has the opportunity to deter radicalisation. Legislation is also a further factor to which plays a role in the extent of how response officers incorporate counterterrorism policing, proved by The Counterterrorism and Security Act 2015. With this legislation being abided to, it allows response officer to build upon their knowledge where radicalisation can be stopped as an early stage, preventing further damage. However, research also identified flaws within response officers role in counterterrorism policing including their knowledge gap on the subject due to officers not being in compliance with their learning packages. Another flaw which was also highlighted laid within the formation of partnerships which needs addressing in order to improve the performance of UK forces in supporting counter terrorism. Therefore, as a result of this essay, response officers do have a large participation in supporting counter terrorism with future plans to safeguard and support vulnerable people from the risk of being drawn into terrorism by working with a wide network of partners to prevent radicalisation and build resilience (Home Office 2018).
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What are the risks of ineffective engagement between police and local communities, and how might poor engagement affect community cohesion? Your answer should be based on academic research, although you may make reference to relevant case studies. 
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This essay will highlight the risks of ineffective engagement between police and local communities and identify how this poor engagement may affect community cohesion. Furthermore, the research contained within this essay will also reference relevant case studies to support the points I have made. 
MacQueen, K.M. et al. (2001) states that a standard definition of the term community arose as a ‘’collection of individuals with various traits who are connected by social ties, have similar viewpoints, and take part in cooperative activities in certain contexts or environments’’. Engagement between the community and the police is crucial because it fosters communication, mutual respect, and trust between the two groups. Additionally, it enables law enforcement to recognise and solve problems and issues that have an impact on the community's safety and well-being. In mature democracies, police would be practically impossible without the support of the community. Simply put, the communities it serves must actively support the police department in order for it to continue operating. Therefore, engagement should be viewed as a vital component of police work, influencing, and informing all facets of policing. Effective public involvement is dependent on leadership that is sincere in their commitment. The police force can increase its legitimacy through changing public attitudes and building trust via just decision-making and constructive public contact.
Furthermore, recognising that police forces were losing sight of what communities valued led to the evolution of community policing. The benefits of this new method of operation were improved police legitimacy (David Dalgleish and Andy Myhill 2004) and boosted public confidence (Tuffin, R. 2006).  Following the Brixton Riots, the Scarman report in the UK gave this movement momentum (Scarman, L.G. 1982). The ‘New Labour’ government that came to power in 1997 saw greater police engagement with the community, aligning with its broader strategy of localism (Loveday, B. 2005).
Additionally, in the UK, neighbourhood policing teams are ingrained in the fabric of establishing connections with members of the public and important community stakeholders, including religious leaders. As a result of their regular interactions, they are more likely to notice even the slightest changes in conduct or stress, and by cultivating ties with religious leaders, they can ask them for advice and potentially enlist their assistance in creating an intelligence network (Clarke and Newman 2007). This is just one of many arguments in favour of the employment of community policing in the battle against crime—talking frequently with key members of the community is the basis for acquiring crucial information and winning the trust of communities. As part of the community policing model, neighbourhood police officers or police community support officers are assigned to specific communities. As a result, they may spend a lot of time there getting to know the locals and conversing with them about problems they fear are developing within the community. The approach suggests that police officers should not only be held responsible for reducing crime in their districts, but also for paying close attention to locals' and business owners' concerns and doing whatever is necessary to make things right (Innes et al., 2002). Police management is required to select officers who are well-suited to community policing, keep them on the job for long enough to gain the public's trust and become recognisable figures in the area, match officers with neighbourhoods by choosing officers who live nearby or even in the neighbourhood they serve, and ensure that they have the language skills necessary to interact with minority residents (Clarke and Newman 2007). 
Furthermore, an instance of where the police have proactively attempted to positively interact with the community is through the media. Police.uk is a website that was created as a long-term programme as a means of the police engaging with the community. College of Policing (2013) states that ‘The national website, police.uk, provides access to information about local policing, crime, and community information so that members of the public can raise concerns or actively participate in combating crime and anti-social behaviour’. As a result of this programme, the community now have a social platform as a means of interacting with the police which allows a new approach of engagement for individuals where they did not have the opportunity before with the other available approaches due to lack of confidence or ability.
Moreover, the Neighbourhood Policing Programme (NPP), a particular implementation of community policing in the UK, also reflected a political concern that public confidence in law enforcement did not correspond to a decline in crime (Jenny Fleming and Eugene McLaughlin 2012). From the signal crimes perspective, it was partly derived (Innes and Fielding 2002). This implied that various communities would have various perspectives on crime and disorder. Therefore, effective police required strong collaboration with the communities in order to comprehend the signals that crime and disorder transmitted and to effectively react. The effective use of three mechanisms—visibility, community involvement, and problem solving—would be necessary to achieve this (ACPO 2006).
Additionally, engagement with the community yields information that is used to create intelligence on neighbourhood-specific problems and can be used into local community policing strategies. This should incorporate details from regular police operations, social media, or inquiries. A way in which the College of Policing (2013) have incorporated this is through ‘The Confidence Cycle’, which is illustrated below:
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								(College of Policing 2013)
From the image above, it clearly presents that the confidence cycle is the link between community engagement and increased public confidence in the police. It can facilitate a greater willingness for the public to cooperate with the police, thereby enriching intelligence collection. Furthermore, as detailed from the image above, this is a cycle where there is no final stage of the method. As a result, in order for this strategy to work is through consistency where these orders within the cycle must be actioned. For instance, the 'neighbourhood priorities' stage can be constantly tackled in order for this cycle to be finished by using police officers' visible presence in the neighbourhood. By having a visible presence, the community is more likely to contact and interact with the police, allowing them to learn about local issues and help the force prioritise them. Without officers present, it is difficult to complete this step of the cycle, which will cause the cycle to fail.
Police personnel should identify communities that may be considered "susceptible" and proactively work to establish relationships with such communities and pertinent partners. When tensions mount, an inquiry starts, or a significant incident is discovered, these connections will serve as a framework and support system. Conversely, failing to engage will undermine community confidence in law enforcement and make positive policing outcomes more difficult to achieve. The police budget cuts in 2010 were one issue that arose and had an effect on officers' failure to interact with communities. Officers have found themselves detached from neighbourhood work or involved in a larger range of operations as a result of this cut, which has contributed to the fragmentation of neighbourhood policing (Higgins, A. 2018). Alongside the failure of community engagement within the police are risks which can result in the community and the police to become rivals. These risks of ineffective engagement include; a loss of public confidence within the community; a loss of legitimacy in the eyes of the public; a negative impact on strategic policing, as the police are unable to predict changes in community profile, needs and priorities; unrealistic public expectations regarding policing services and lack of awareness of changes in the community and tensions not being identified, leading to a negative impact upon tactical policing (College of Policing 2013). Therefore, if the police do not interact with communities in an effective manner, it may result in a lack of confidence between the two parties, which may lead to fewer reports of crime and fewer witnesses coming forward to assist with investigations. This might cause animosity between the police and the community to rise, which would harm the community's sense of cohesiveness.								 
All communities must experience community cohesion in order for various groups of people to get along successfully. A sense of belonging to a location, a group, or a community is enabled through community cohesion. People feel safer and more secure in their communities when they get along well with one another in their local community. This improves people's perceptions of poor living conditions, boosts their positive attitudes towards other people and the emergency services that assist them, and, most importantly, increases their overall emotions of happiness and wellbeing NPIA (n.d.). The risks highlighted above, of ineffective engagement between local communities and the police, have evidently been proven by case studies to previously and currently have an impact on the communities cohesion. According to data from the Crime Survey for England and Wales, from 2017–2018 to 2019–2020, there was a decline in trust in the police performing a good or exceptional job, from 62% to 55% (ONS 2020). Events including the murder of Sarah Everard by a police officer, the Stephen Port case, and the influence of the Black Lives Matter movement undermined public trust and confidence in the police (Mynenko and Ditcham 2022). Additionally, there is proof that minority populations have been unfairly targeted, as they have been subjected to greater stops, violence threats, and unfounded accusations of breaching the law (Harris et al. 2022). These case studies gained a reaction from the community which had an impact on the communities cohesion. For example, ‘’The BLM protests involved more than 250,000 people taking to the streets in the UK alone, prompted by the killing by police in the US of the unarmed black man George Floyd’’ The Guardian (2021). Following these protests and the publicity surrounding police homicides, the community are growing more distrustful of the police. That could mean that fewer people will call 999 or interact with police on their own initiative, which would lessen tragic interactions between the community and the police (Demsas, J. 2021), which is another risk that may awake through ineffective engagement between the police and the community.
To conclude, the involvement between the police and the community is essential for building community trust, which has an impact on crime prevention, as this essay has conclusively shown. This has been accomplished via a number of techniques that are continually evolving, from the visibility of police officers within the community to the social media platform, where a plan has been developed to enable the public to interact with the police in the virtual realm. This essay also discusses case studies that demonstrate how a lack of police involvement during these tumultuous times negatively impacted community cohesion. for example, the BLM protest. This response has led this essay to support the danger associated with inefficient police-community engagement, which ultimately leads to a loss of public confidence in the community and prevents residents from approaching police on their own to report or deter crime. In light of the potential for these threats, forces must effectively utilise the three processes of visibility, community involvement, and problem-solving to sustain a positive sense of community cohesiveness (ACPO 2006).
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