
                   Evaluate why do some victims not report their crimes



This essay will be focused on evaluating why some victims do not report their crimes. It will include why some offences may be complex to report, and why some individuals decide to not report their crime as there are many reasons people do not. As well as this, understanding the victims code and what victims need for their support is important in the welfare of the person affected. Furthermore, there will be a mention of the relationship with gender and the effects it has on reporting crime for victims. 


To begin this essay, there are many crimes that are committed throughout the UK each day, which leaves the individuals affected by the crime as victims. A victim is defined as follows: The quality or state of being exposed to the possibility of being attacked or harmed, either physically or emotionally (Oxford Languages, no date). 


The victims code explains victims’ rights and support the people affected by crime (Ministry of Justice, no date).  Victims have the right to be informed about the process and criminal justice system about the case and crime which affected them. The Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004, established the Victims code which later came into effect in 2006 (Victim Support, 2024). 


Understanding how victims are affected is extremely important in police and crime practice as it helps officers understand and help victims in order for them to receive the professional help they need as they’ve been affected by a crime. Since it can be challenging to prove purpose in a court of law, the notion that victimisation entails unfair treatment with malice is subject to criticism. For instance, victims may assert that they went through an unjust and traumatic period, while accused offenders may counter that they had no malice (Spalek, 2017). 


Trauma from victimisation has been psychologically studied fort better understanding of exactly why individuals get victimised. (Spalek, 2017, p59).  Cognitive-based theories centred on modified beliefs and cognitive processing are among the various theological perspectives in traumatology (Spalek, 2017, p59).  


In many cases, victims tend not to report crime. Using sexual assault as an example, according to The Criminal Justice statistics out of every 1,000 sexual assaults that happen there is 975 offenders that go free with no punishment. It also states that most sexual assaults are not often reported to police. It is clear that victims choose not to report a crime of a sexual nature, and there are many reasons for this. Firstly, victims of a sexual assault claimed fear. A fear what will happen in retaliation to the crime report (The Criminal Justice System, no date).  


As well as this, 13% of victims reported they believed the police would not do anything to help them in the situation they are in, we can see this is another reason why victims do not report their crime. To add to this, some people may not trust police officers as there are many cases about police misconduct, for example the case of Sarah Everard, where she was left a victim of an attack caused by a police officer Wayne Couzens.  This is one example of many police misconduct cases, which maybe has sparked fear especially in women that police are untrustworthy which will result in victims not reporting the crime. 


Furthermore, there’s a greater likelihood that the criminal will be apprehended or prosecuted if a victim reported a crime. All reported crimes are also documented by the police, and this data is used in government reports and statistics. These have the power to alter how law enforcement and other criminal justice system components respond to crimes (Victim Support, 2023).  


As well as this, the Victims Commissioner’s survey finds that authorities are failing victims and that victims feel a low confidence in our justice system. Minorities believed that the police did not treat them fairly or with respect, according to 67% of respondents (End Violence Against Women, 2021).  As victims feel failed by authorities, this is a barrier which stops them from reporting crimes, and because of this more offenders are walking free and victims are left to suffer alone with no professional help or support, which is a major issue for the victim’s mental health. 


A lot of factors may affect the reason why victim’s do not report their crimes. These factors could be the victims age, gender, ethnicity, economic status, or the location the individual lives. In one study it states that according to the coercive power perspective, sex related physical coercive power disparities that impact the severity of the crime, and the safety of the victims are the reason behind gender variations in reporting. (Ruback, 2020). The National Crime Victimisation Survey (1993-2015) provided a sample of 18,627 nonintimate partner physical assaults. When the victim’s and offenders’ genders were included in the crime reporting models, the models showed a significantly better fit than when the main effects were included alone (Hullenaar, 2020). 


Also shown in the survey, when the attacker was male as opposed to female, the female victims were 21.9% more likely to report to the police, while male victims were 45.8% more likely to do so as opposed to female (Hullenaar, et al, 2020). 


Evaluating this data shows that gender plays a significant role in victims reporting crime, and that the reporting behaviours of both male and female victims were most in line with gender norms that support the use of self-help violence and discourage police reporting of insider assaults. 

In some cases, reporting crime may become more complex, for example in cases of domestic violence and abuse. In these cases, there are multiple reasons a person may not report the crime such as, fear their partner will become more violence if they leave the relationship, fear that their family or children will be in danger, fear that no one will believe them (Hines & Douglas, 2013), or even fear of the legal system.  


Victims who are in an abusive relationship may not know that services are there to help, and their rights as a victim. For that reason, it is very important that these services are out there spreading the word that they are there to help so that victims know they will not be alone after telling somebody (Gurm & Marchbank, 2021).  


In England and Wales, a crime survey showing the percentages of why people do not report crimes is shown. 33% of people believed police could not do anything, and after hearing police are unable to do anything about a particular crime that has been committed it may lead victims and people of the community disappointed. (Office of National Statistics, 2018). In many cases, the reason that police are unable to arrest an offender is due to the lack of evidence (Jawad, 2022). 


A further 29% of people didn’t think the crime was worth reporting (Office of National Statistics, 2018b). Many victims feel there is no point reporting crimes to police, as in some situations there may not be injury to a person or damage to their property, so they believe there is no point. Despite that the crime has left them shaken or a sense of safety has been taken away from the person, authorities are not contacted to deal with the situation (Victim Support, no date).  


To add to this, people are also worried about disturbing the police with crimes, thinking that authorities would be busy dealing with other cases, but no matter how small or big a crime is police officers and authorities have a duty to ensure safety of individuals and to give professional help, which is why victims should always report crimes to ensure they are seeking the help they need. 


It is clear that police influence a person’s decision to report a crime, whether that is distrust for the police or the negative experience people report having after reporting a crime, for example, some of the negative experiences were stated as “They left me in a room on my own for 5 hours before someone saw me. Eventually they took me home, kicking in my door to get me in. Operation Sapphire then didn’t contact me for another 7 hours, by which time I had decided against pursuing a conviction due to mental/physical trauma” (Harvey, et al, 2014).  This negative experience is one of many, which causes a high number of unreported crimes. 


According to the victims experience annual survey in 2021, an online survey was released in June 2021, where it was shown that in the previous three years 569 respondents reported having experienced criminal activity which has turned all those individuals into victims of crime. As well as this, according to the same survey it was said that just over one in four of those who contributed to the survey stated that someone had been charged with the alleged offence. 


Earlier on in the essay it mentions that there is a risk where victims may not realise there are support accesses available for victims of crime who need professional help. In this survey it states that only 29% of victims were aware of the Code of Practice, which outlines the minimal requirements for service that the criminal justice system agencies must adhere to when assisting victims of crime (Victims Commissioner, 2021). It is seen by the evidence and data found in this survey that authorities are not informing victims of the help that can be provided to them. This leads victims to have no knowledge of who is able to help and are left to deal with the situation alone. Authorities need to understand the effect of crime on victims and make it clear to inform and educate victims on the resources there to help as this may be a reason some victims do not report their crime. 


Included in the survey, data shows 68% of victims didn’t feel like they were getting justice by reporting crimes and problems to the police. 62% disagreed that the courts supported victims who reported a crime and another 59% disagreeing feeling support from police. To add to this, 40% of victims did not feel they were supported by victim’s services. These percentages reveal how much distrust victims have towards to the police, which then results in fewer crimes reported to authorities. 


In conclusion, gathered from the information found in this essay it is important that victims are fully aware of their rights, and they have an understanding they are in their rights to receive the help as a victim from authorities and other support groups. 

In many cases it is more complex, for example domestic abuse where victims are more in danger to report their crime as their partner may find out or put them contacting authorities which puts them at risk further. 


Data reveals that there is distrust towards authorities, and victims may be sometimes hesitant to report crimes they have become victims of. Cases which have become known from the media such as the Sarah Everard case, where she is brutally attacked and killed by former police officer from the Metropolitan police, raises concerns, distrust, and fear of the police. 


Furthermore, reasons may vary why victims do not report their crime such as they don’t believe police can do anything to help whether that may be lack of evidence, they are scared the offender will cause further harm or even they do not want to bother police with the crime committed as they do not think it is worth their time. 


Following further evaluation, data shown from the victim’s commissioner reveals 68% of victims did not feel they were getting the justice they deserved. Gathered from the data and survey, it is believed without change to the Criminal Justice system and change to authorities there is a barrier between victims and authorities, the barrier decreases the chance in victims getting the help they need, and offenders being caught and punished for the crime they have committed. 
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