



The Police in the English and Welsh justice system serves as the frontline guardians of applying law and order, playing a pivotal and indispensable role in maintaining societal peace and safeguarding citizens. Their active and significant contributions range from crime prevention to investigation, ensuring the enforcement of laws and promoting public safety. Overall, the relationship between the Police and the justice system is intertwined, with both entities working together to maintain law and order while respecting the rights of individuals. In the UK justice system, while the Police play a crucial role in law enforcement and crime prevention several other services and components hold equal or even higher importance. The justice system comprises of the Police, the crown prosecution service and the prison system. If these institutions did not communicate and work together, we know that the UK would be in anarchy.

Philosophers have debated the rule of law as a historical idea for centuries, as it defines the relationship between the people and the government. (Allbon, E, 2020) talked about the current idea of the rule of law is provided by A. V. Dicey, who outlined three principles: equality before the law, no penalty without breach, and rights of citizens safeguarded by judicial rulings. The concepts work in theory but not necessarily in practice. The notion of the separation of powers has been enhanced by the Constitutional Reform Act of 2005, which strengthens the independence of the judiciary. Limiting the prospect of the state using arbitrary authority is beneficial for us as citizens.

The Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) Is a significant piece of legislation in the United Kingdom and its aim is to prevent injustices and balance Police/suspects rights. It provides a framework for Police powers and procedures in the investigation of criminal offences. Key provisions of PACE include guidelines on the detention and questioning of suspects, the conduct of identification parades, and the execution of search warrants. S.58 PACE also introduced safeguards such as the right to legal representation during Police interviews. As well as established codes of practise to ensure fair treatment of individuals within the criminal justice system. It plays a crucial role in balancing law enforcement needs with the protection of individuals rights. It could be argued that the judiciary serves a larger role within the justice system than the Police due to its fundamental tasks of interpreting and applying the law, ensuring fair trials and establishing legal precedents. Judges act as checks against potential abuses of power and provide consistency in the legal system, ensuring the rule of law and upholding democratic principles. While the Police enforce laws, the judiciary’s responsibilities are essential in shaping the integrity of legal framework.

In England and Wales, the Police exercised their stop and search powers in accordance with laws like PACE. A proactive policing technique, stop and search aims to deter crime, protect public safety, and identify illegal activity. (South Wales Police 2020) This suspicion ought to be supported by certain facts, actions, or behaviours. A Police officer has the right to stop someone and interrogate them about their identification, intentions, and any other pertinent information. An individual's outer clothes and possessions may be searched by the Police officer if there is a reasonable suspicion that the person is still involved. The Equality Act 2010 specifies that the search should be reasonable to the alleged offence and Police are expected to use their powers fairly and without discrimination as indicated in Code A of the PACE legislation.
 
According to S.2 of the PACE Act, a Police officer must tell the person of their rights, identify themselves and their station, and explain why they are conducting a search. The subject of the search is usually given a copy of the record S.3 of the PACE act, and the interaction is usually documented. Stop and search operations may be monitored and reviewed. It is mandatory for law enforcement agencies to gather data on stop and search incidents, as this data is periodically examined to verify that authority is exercised legally and impartially. According to GOV.UK 2023 there were 27.2 stop and searches for every 1,000 black people compared with 5.6 for every 1,000-white people, this just goes to show that unfortunately there is still racial bias within the Police Force.
 
When the Police make an arrest, they have an obligation to make sure the person's rights are respected and the arrest is legal. Police must have solid evidence that someone has committed or is about to commit a crime before they may make an arrest S.24 PACE (MK Law 2020).  Usually, this opinion is supported by facts, witness accounts, or observations. In some situations, such as when they witness a crime or have good reason to believe someone is involved in it, Police officers are permitted to make an arrest without a warrant. In other circumstances, a court-issued warrant could be necessary. Following an arrest, the Police are required under S.28 PACE to notify the people under arrest of their rights and the fact that they are under custody. This covers both the right to counsel and the right to stay quiet. But according to Article 5 of the European Convention on Human Rights, law enforcement must always be appropriate for the circumstances, and Police are taught to put everyone's safety first (Liberty, 2022). 

After the arrest, the subject is normally transferred to a Police station or custody suite for additional processing, S.36/40 highlight that it is the job of the custody officer to approve and evaluate detention of the suspect. During transit, Police are required to maintain the wellbeing of the apprehended individual and follow all legal protocols (College of Policing 2022). The arrested individual may be questioned about the suspected offence in the Police station. The Police may choose to charge a specific person if they have sufficient proof. In some circumstances, the individual may be issued a caution (Code C), released on bond awaiting more inquiry, or released without charge under S.29 (Free to depart). These stages are all essential to protecting rights of individuals and just proves how important the Police and their relationship is within justice system, without them the justice system would not be able to function. 

[bookmark: _Int_djv4S3Mu][bookmark: _Int_pQh8y094]To protect suspects' rights and preserve the fairness of the legal system, Police must handle suspects with extreme caution. Suspects are considered innocent until proven guilty under the Human Rights Act of 1998. Without passing judgement or making assumptions about their culpability, the Police must treat individuals with fairness and respect. Aidoo-Finnegan, S. (2023) states that everyone has the rights to legal counsel, interviewing practices, refraining from prejudice, using force, recording processes, the welfare of suspects, prompt processing, and conformity to the law are all factors that Police must take into account. In general, preserving justice, upholding the public's confidence in law enforcement, and protecting individual rights all depend on the cautious and moral handling of suspects. In order to prevent violating human rights while doing their jobs, Police must act with the utmost discretion. The Protection of Freedoms Act of 2012 makes sure that rights to physical integrity and life are upheld. In addition to the rights to security and liberty. Advocate for the outlawing of torture, cruel or inhumane treatment, the right to a fair trial, the right to privacy, the freedom of speech, the prohibition of discrimination, the right to legal counsel, the right to know the charges against oneself, accountability, and supervision (Holland, J.A. 2022). The Police may efficiently perform their duties while respecting and defending people's human rights by abiding by these principles. A Police officer who is testifying in court must be accurate and unbiased, well-prepared, adhere to legal protocol, and exhibit professionalism. This includes cooperating, doing cross examinations, complying with court orders and disclosing all relevant evidence, contributing to a fair and just legal process (Redgrave, H. Rolfe, M. 2023).

To accurately represent the communities the Police, serve, we should promote diversity within the department. Improved public relations and understanding can result from a diversity of viewpoints (The Police Foundation 2022). In order to lessen the need for harsh enforcement, push for greater funding for social initiatives that deal with issues like poverty and a lack of educational opportunities. Make that detainees have strong legal protections, such as speedy processing, access to counsel, and effective rights communication. Promote the implementation of restorative justice initiatives that focus on mending harm and addressing the needs of victims, offenders and the community, giving alternatives to traditional punitive tactics. Provide Police personnel with continual professional development opportunities to stay current on emerging trends, best practices, and changing public expectations. By putting these changes into practice, the court system in England and Wales may adopt a more open, community-focused, and accountable policing strategy.

In conclusion, it is well known that to protect the rule of law and guarantee public safety, the Police in England and Wales collaborate closely with the legal system (StudySmarter, 2023). When it comes to stopping and looking into illegal activity, Police are essential, they compile information, speak with witnesses, and assemble cases that could be brought up in court. Statements, forensic evidence, and other pertinent data that might support the establishment of the case's facts are included in this. In comparison, while the Police are essential in the justice system the CPS are more significant due to their specialised function in prosecuting criminal cases. With its legal expertise, the CPS presents cases effectively in court, operates impartially and provides guidance to the Police. Its scrutiny ensures adherence to legal standards making its role pivotal in ensuring fair and effective justice.
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