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	Several scholars have taken certain positions on the social meaning and relations between humans and the materiality's – and some have written more precisely on plastic. But do these two ethnographic case studies corroborate these scholars? 
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	Thompson had a theory of how rubbish gained value – he categorised objects in a schematic framework as either “Durable” or “Transient” (Thompson, 2017, p. 7) and the figure above demonstrates how objects were gradually re-classified into different categories (Thompson, 2017, p. 9-10). For Thompson the boundaries of what is rubbish is defined by responses to social pressures (Thompson, 2017, p. 11)
Thompson argued that “We have to recognise that the qualities objects have are conferred to them by society itself and that nature only plays the supporting and negative role of rejecting those qualities that happen to be physically impossible” (1979, p. 9) He also stated that “We (also) impose order upon nature by whittling it down to manageable proportions. We make things important by making other things unimportant” (Thompson, 1979, p. 91). He argues we are feeling psychologically secure and normal when what we have rubbish in where we have designated it to be and “we only notice rubbish when it is in the wrong place” (Thompson, 2007, p. 91-92)
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	Argues that Thompsons doesn’t specify specific practices which effect his rubbish theory (Parsons, 2007, p. 392)
Gabriel and Lang explores the concept that rubbish and plastic in particular as well may be seen by people as a `bargain hunt` (1995, p, 67) – Parsons does explore their points (Parsons, 2007, p. 392) by suggesting that the act of finding plastic that has been thrown away by others would indicate that they have discovered a quality that others (or even themselves at points) have overlooked (Parsons, 2007, p. 392).
Parsons also talks about how objects would undergo a form of transformation where they would regain some value, of which instances of could be people find new uses for old things to fit in with contemporary lifestyles (i.e. the use of old bathtubs as garden planters) (Parsons, 2007, p. 392)
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	Argues the main cultural aspect of plastic is it `disposability` (Hawkins, 2017, p. 18)
She states that plastic has culturally changed conduct: it demands ethical blindness and wastefulness (Hawkins, 2017, p. 20)
This happened though it being increasingly used as a “transitional medium: something to be looked through and overlooked” via packaging. So despite it’s durability, it seen as a disposable item (Hawkins, 2017, p. 21)
Hawkins asserts several times that people tend to see plastic as merely some inert, passive human object of human, not something that can creatively shape us as individuals (Hawkins, 2017, p. 21, 26). This relates to her point when she says we need to see ethics as not the application of human moral autonomy, but instead as the sensibilities and interfaces that foreground modes of entanglement with the world (Hawkins, 2017, p. 19). Plastic has a fair degree of agency over us due to transitional use in society, even if we are over-looking it (Hawkins, 2017, p. 21).
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	· Here scavengers simply use rubbish thrown out into dumps and find some new use for them – try not to waste anything if possible
· Some ordinary containers are considered worth 10 naira (4 pence) – valuable by the scavengers standards (BBC, 2010)
· This in many ways backs up Parson’s point in that their evaluation, things others have designated as rubbish have qualities which are valuable – which also seems to subvert Thompson’s own theory of how value changes among objects.  
· It also backs up Parsons points about how the scavengers are transforming what objects are through finding uses in them. 
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	“I think the other people must have come here and collected the rubbish from the beach”
It is almost like Thida, 8, assumes that the relationship she has with plastic is commonly shared.
They don’t feel any physical discomfort or separateness from the environment. Perhaps if what Thompson suggests that humans socially try to impose order on nature is true, it seems however that the children in Sihanoukville don’t have any misgivings about the large amounts of rubbish that surrounds them.  To them, the rubbish has been their constant, and also livelihood.
She seems to take at least some degree of enjoyment from shifting through waste – sees everything as being potentially used for something else. She seems to have on her own acquired a worldview where there isn’t waste. You could argue that Thida sees plastic more like how Hawkins says it ought to be seen as something with the capacity to become an integral element in the enactment of new ethics and politics, a participant rather than an inert environmental object (Hawkins, 2017, p. 23). 
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Thompson had a theory of how rubbish gained value – he categorised objects in a schematic framework as either “Durable” or “Transient” (Thompson, 2017, p. 7) and the figure above demonstrates how objects were gradually re-classified into different categories (Thompson, 2017, p. 9-10). For Thompson the boundaries of what is rubbish is defined by responses to social pressures (Thompson, 2017, p. 11)
Thompson argued that “We have to recognise that the qualities objects have are conferred to them by society itself and that nature only plays the supporting and negative role of rejecting those qualities that happen to be physically impossible” (1979, p. 9) He also stated that “We (also) impose order upon nature by whittling it down to manageable proportions. We make things important by making other things unimportant” (Thompson, 1979, p. 91). He argues we are feeling psychologically secure and normal when what we have rubbish in where we have designated it to be and “we only notice rubbish when it is in the wrong place” (Thompson, 2007, p. 91-92)
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Argues that Thompsons doesn’t specify specific practices which effect his rubbish theory (Parsons, 2007, p. 392)

Gabriel and Lang explores the concept that rubbish and plastic in particular as well may be seen by people as a `bargain hunt` (1995, p, 67) – Parsons does explore their points (Parsons, 2007, p. 392) by suggesting that the act of finding plastic that has been thrown away by others would indicate that they have discovered a quality that others (or even themselves at points) have overlooked (Parsons, 2007, p. 392).

Parsons also talks about how objects would undergo a form of transformation where they would regain some value, of which instances of could be people find new uses for old things to fit in with contemporary lifestyles (i.e. the use of old bathtubs as garden planters) (Parsons, 2007, p. 392)
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 Argues the main cultural aspect of plastic is it `disposability` (Hawkins, 2017, p. 18)

She states that plastic has culturally changed conduct: it demands ethical blindness and wastefulness (Hawkins, 2017, p. 20)

This happened though it being increasingly used as a “transitional medium: something to be looked through and overlooked” via packaging. So despite it’s durability, it seen as a disposable item (Hawkins, 2017, p. 21)

Hawkins asserts several times that people tend to see plastic as merely some inert, passive human object of human, not something that can creatively shape us as individuals (Hawkins, 2017, p. 21, 26). This relates to her point when she says we need to see ethics as not the application of human moral autonomy, but instead as the sensibilities and interfaces that foreground modes of entanglement with the world (Hawkins, 2017, p. 19). Plastic has a fair degree of agency over us due to transitional use in society, even if we are over-looking it (Hawkins, 2017, p. 21).
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Some ordinary containers are considered worth 10 naira (4 pence) – valuable by the scavengers standards







Here scavengers simply use rubbish thrown out into dumps and find some new use for them – try not to waste anything if possible

Some ordinary containers are considered worth 10 naira (4 pence) – valuable by the scavengers standards (BBC, 2010)

This in many ways backs up Parson’s point in that their evaluation, things others have designated as rubbish have qualities which are valuable – which also seems to subvert Thompson’s own theory of how value changes among objects.  

It also backs up Parsons points about how the scavengers are transforming what objects are through finding uses in them. 
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“I think the other people must have come here and collected the rubbish from the beach”
It is almost like Thida, 8, assumes that the relationship she has with plastic is commonly shared.

They don’t feel any physical discomfort or separateness from the environment. Perhaps if what Thompson suggests that humans socially try to impose order on nature is true, it seems however that the children in Sihanoukville don’t have any misgivings about the large amounts of rubbish that surrounds them.  To them, the rubbish has been their constant, and also livelihood.

She seems to take at least some degree of enjoyment from shifting through waste – sees everything as being potentially used for something else. She seems to have on her own acquired a worldview where there isn’t waste. You could argue that Thida sees plastic more like how Hawkins says it ought to be seen as something with the capacity to become an integral element in the enactment of new ethics and politics, a participant rather than an inert environmental object (Hawkins, 2017, p. 23). 
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Several scholars have taken certain positions on the social meaning and relations between humans and the materiality's – and some have written more precisely on plastic. But do these two ethnographic case studies corroborate these scholars? 
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