Task 1 - Book Review

Bad Book Review

Today I will be reviewing the new quickly rising novel 50 shades of Gray by E.L James. In the past few month, this has been a fast-growing purchase for lonely housewives looking for a little bit of spice in their life. I had the misfortune of being given the trilogy for my fortieth birthday by a close friend of mine. I’m sure she had my best intentions somewhere in her heart but at the same time, I couldn’t help feeling this was her style of revenge, for forcing her to sit through a three-hour opera. 

I got through the first book fairly quickly, after all, it wasn’t an intellectual book that made me think, it more or less a slapped together unrealistic piece of kinky porn (Excuse my bluntness). The statement ‘Oh my god’ was used one hundred and fifty times, which in itself is pretty impressive. If this had been an english exam and I had been a marker I’m sure I would have marked her down for extreme repetition.  

Except for the cliche characters, done to death storyline and a poor excuse for creative art, the first novel had a certain level of charm to it and as much as I hate to admit it, I can see why it’s doing so well on market. Like I said I guess E.L James target audience was for lonely house wives who are used to reading the ‘millionaire falls in love with poor girl’ novellas swooning over the italian mafia men and cold brooding businessmen.

I personally wouldn’t recommend anyone to read this, I found it a bore and done to death but, if you do want a bit of a giggle and some kinky visionary then this book is right down your ally. But as for me, I will not be carrying on with this series and will be in the most polite, secretive manner be dropping them off at my local charity shop and with a glass of wine and jane eyer perched on my lap I will try and forget all things 50 shades.

Sorry, Susan but as thoughtful as the gift must have been... it’s going to have to be a no for me.























Task 2 - Anthology 

Anthology:

1.      A comprehensive, professionally presented book proposal

Book Proposals
 
 
Author/Editor

Name
Pearle Morha
 
Position:
Authour 

Contact Address: 
University of Wales Trinity Saint Davids - Lampeter
 
Telephone Number: 
07944458076
 
Email Address: 
pearle.morha@yahoo.com
  
Details and Outline
 
Proposed Title
Around the village bonfire
 
Brief Outline of the Project’s Scope and Contents:
(Include Section Headings where appropriate)
 
 This is an anthology with 10 poplar nigerian folktales. It also contains 10 pieces of popular african artwork by upcoming african artist.
 
 
 
 


















 2.      A sample Contents page

List of Contents:
(Please provide a separate sheet) 
	Tales with morals

	1.    The Tortoise with a Pretty Daughter 
	

	2.    How a Hunter obtained Money from his Friends the Leopard, Goat, Bush Cat, and Cock, and how he got out of repaying them
	

	3.    Of the Pretty Stranger who killed the King
	

	4.    Of the Pretty Girl and the Seven Jealous Women
	

	Why the world is

	1.     Why the Bat is Ashamed to be seen in the Daytime
	

	2.     Why a Hawk kills Chickens
	

	3.     Why the Sun and the Moon live in the Sky
	

	4.    Why the Moon Waxes and Wanes
	

	5.    Why the Bush Cow and the Elephant are bad Friends
	

	6.    Why the Cat kills Rats
	







Rationale
 
Why should your book be published?

I believe my book should be published because it is a unique but popular niche. Over the past five or so years there has been a growing recognition and interest in african literature. Not only that in the movie industry there has been a strong wave of African oriented movies and stories lines which will increase the interest of young adult into finding out more about Africa. Not only that my anthology contains paintings done by poplar up and coming african artist another growing field.
 
What is its likely audience?
 
My main target audience for this anthology is people who has a passion for african stories in particular nigerian ones. I also aiming for young adults so readers age 18 - 25 hence the colourful pictures. This isn’t in a academic way but a more of interesting and leisure read something to sit back and enjoy while on the move or at home.
 
What are your particular credentials for developing a project of this sort?
 
 My particular clientele for this anthology is young adults age 18 - 26. As i aim for this to be a lesure read anthology nothing academic filled with colourful paintings by popular african artist that are popular within the YA community. 
 




What other books cover a similar area of interest? How does your book differ from these?
 
Nigerian Folktales & Other stories Vol 1 and 2 by Kingsley C Nwabia

· My anthology differs from this one because even though we both have pictures mine will be from different artist. Also all my tales are from Nigeria.

HAUSA FOLKLORE Vol. I: CUSTOMS, PROVERBS (Nigerian folklore from an indigenous storyteller, with a rich Islamic background) -  Maalam Shaihu

· My anthology differs because it contains pictures and though this is focused on nigerian folktales it concentrates solely on one tribe while mine is the general stories that are popular in the country.

 What is your projected word count?

My project word count is 10,000 words
 
Would you want to include illustrations or any other diagrams?

Yes, I will be including a total of 10 colourful pictures dividing each folktale.







3.      A short Introduction 

Around the campfire
10 Nigerian Folktales
By Pearle Morha
 
Old Johnny id dead and gone to his grave (Oh ah gone to his grave)
They planted an apple tree on top of his head (Oh ah ontop of his head)
The apples grew ripe and ready to drop (Oh ah ready to drop)
Then came an old lady to pick them all up (Oh ah pick them all up)
Old Johnny got up and gave her a knock (Oh ah gave her a Knock)
Now the old lady goes hipaty hop (Oh ah Hipaty hop)
 
Though not told sat around the roaring fires of the village bonfire, with the chief story tellers taking it in turn to burst into random mesmerising dance movements, adding their own flare to the well-known tales. Mixed in with the rhythmic  beat of the drums and howl of the late night wind, you can still enjoy the simple, magical tales that send you heart souring with joy and your hand clapping to the rhythm of “igbo kuni Ah ah” at home.

[bookmark: _634p52ikmqfj]What Makes a Folk Tale?
There are many different kinds of folk tales, with thousands cultural variations. At a basic level, we can say that a folk tale is a story passed down verbally from generation to generation. They usually tend to feature regular people. 
Fun fact the English word 'folk' comes from the German word volk, meaning 'people.' From this you can easily come to the conclusion that folktales are stories about everyday life and the day-to-day issues people have and how the world came to be. Sometimes the stories involve some supernatural elements, like vampires, ghosts, werewolves, but they usually happen to ordinary people. Other kinds of folk tales involve animals, but the animal characters behave the same as a human would with realistic emotions, problems, and downfalls they also are usually able to talk and communicate. This is what makes folk tales appealing to people. Listeners/ readers can relate to the characters in the tales most tales have morals and are made to educate.
This anthology
This is an anthology filled with popular folktales from the western county of Nigeria in the continent of Africa. Filled with pictures painted by african oriented artists such as Nnguzi Johansson, Chizm Okaray ect... There is a rich history and legacy  for folktales from africa. Folktales, myths, tongue twister serve as a way of handing   down tradition customs and culture from one generation to the next.

Folktales like the ones in this anthology have trived for so many generations because of the lack of written/printed material. African folktales were created in  a way that though they are enjoyable to read and listen to they also prepare young men and women for what’s to come in life. Many lessons can be learned from the tales especially the tales that talk about people and relations. Folktales also have a sense of comedy as you will see in the ‘Why the world is’ segment Africans come up with funny, surreal events to explain how different animals came to be ect. You will find that most tales are simple and easy to memorize as they were not made to be to complexed as they were told by word of mouth and passed on. 

There is so much history from Africa in bedded in the tales and due to the forceful transplanting of the African people into slavery in other countries, many of the folktales now exist around the world. You will find them told in North america, south America and the West Indies with little to no variation as the were spread through word of mouth by the African people.
Task 3- Press release

www.cloclworkangelwm.co.uk 

The clockWork Angel Writers Magazine
1st Jan 2018 | Random House and Bloomsbury novel contest
Written by Pearle Morha

Two of Britain's leading publisher: Random House and Bloomsbury, have joined forces to to launch a new YA (Young Adult) novel writing contest for British, unpublished 18 to 25 year olds authors. The first place winner of this contest will be given a publishing contract, along with a whooping £50,000 up front. All you need to enter is £5 and a story. CLICK HERE FOR RULES

Random house and Bloomsbury has teamed up in search of a new unpublished authors in their newest writing contest which can only be entered by british YA (Young Adults) authors that have 1. never had a book published  2. 18 years - 25 years  3. a uk citizen. There is a small fee of £5 but what's that to the chance of winning a publishing contract and £50,000. CLICK HERE FOR RULES

The Novel writing contest being held by Britains two leading publishers is open until 31st December of 2018 midnight pacific time. There are two ways to enter the contest being hosted by Random House and Bloomsbury. One you can send a hard copy of the manual script to PO Box - 912, st Lewis street, SA55 6SW with the application form APPLICATION FORM Don’t forget to include a check of £5 or you can hand it in online by going to their website ONLINE SUBMISSION.  For more information you can follow this link CLICK HERE FOR RULES 
