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[bookmark: _Toc175181806]Introduction
In the course of the first term, the most important module has been the Academic Skills in as it has helped me to improve my academic skills particularly the most important ones including writing, taking notes, and paraphrasing. The structure of the study was quite practical, so the skills required to perform well in the subsequent levels of education were fostered appropriately to include communication skills and research skills among others. To evaluate my progress through the course I will use Gibbs Reflective Cycle, which guides structured thinking through the experience, feelings and the consequence and any learning that might have been gathered from the experience. This reflective report will focus on three core academic skills: Reading comprehensions, lecturing, research assignments, essays, argumentative writing, documentation, citation, and paraphrasing. These skills provide a significant role for students as well as in their professional life as they enhance organizations clarity and operational hierarchy. In this report, the focus will be on the identification of these skills and their development throughout the module with the help of the activities and feedback and the role of these skills for the further improvement of the academic performance.

[bookmark: _Toc175181807]Evaluation of What Has Been Learned about the Writing Skills
[bookmark: _Toc175181808]Description
Writing and academic style was introduced in the earlier topic of the module, numerous exercises were implemented to pass the understanding of structuring types of essays, building arguments and following academic format. From these activities, I discovered how to give information in a precise manner, with all the relevant formalities and without undue elaboration, which has a relevance in the academic writing style proposed by Smith (2019). Also, the concern for acquisition of appropriate sources and following the right procedures of citation was another important value in the writing process.

[bookmark: _Toc175181809]Feelings
First of all, I struggled with such scholastic pragmatic concerns as senses of purposes of the academic language. It was difficult to write formally, avoiding idioms and informal language and, at the same time, using the research. Though, as the module went on, there was a definite increase in my belief in my writing skills. Much of what I learned was done through peer and instructor feedback; the assignments clearly highlighted my areas of strength and challenges when it comes to developing effective arguments and citations respectively (Johnson, 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc175181810]Evaluation
The positive comments I received from my classmates during the course and on written assignments played a lot in enhancing the manner in which I write. One particular experience in this case related to the changes in a piece of an essay when feedback was given pointing to areas of concerns in terms of argumentation and organization. Through this process I was able to narrow down my thesis statement and be able to gather more convincing points and authorities. Brown also affirms that feedback is important when it is given on a regular basis since the learner is able to make changes according to instructions given by the teacher.

[bookmark: _Toc175181811]Analysis
Although I managed to complete my assignments, there were some difficulties: one of them was the case with essay organization. I earlier on found it difficult to keep track of the ideas I wanted to develop and how these ideas connect with each other. Though, with time, and especially through working on the outline as well as mind maps, the challenge was overcome. The need to write formally was emphasized in the particular module, which also enhanced my academic performance, as well as enhanced my capacity to present data in a professional manner (Williams, 2021). Receiving feedback and, in turn, making all the changes necessary for a more polished writing piece helped in honing the necessary skills for both academic and professional purposes.

[bookmark: _Toc175181812]Conclusion
In conclusion, I consider that the skills of academic writing have boosted during the module. The skills that I have gained include a way to structure essays effectively, how to incorporate sources into writing and lastly writing formal. These skills will be useful in the future endeavors when I write more research papers and essays that involve critical analysis of the issue and the corresponding formal presentation. In the future, I will use these skills in other academic settings while making sure that the language used in a paper is comprehensible and logical and that the source used to support my ideas are scholarly (Taylor, 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc175181813]Reflection on Note-Taking Skills
Notetaking was also brought up in the module as one of the key components for improving one is understanding and Memorization. The line of Cornell notes taking technique was reviewed, particular focuses was made on how information should be arranged in an orderly manner and the overall summary at the end. In the course of the academic activities, I used those strategies to enhance the quality of my notes and, in turn, the comprehension of the lecture contents (Brown, 2020). Initially, it was challenging to change the Cornell note-taking method because my prior writing notes was less organized than this method. It became usual for me to jot down some information without proper planning or even a systematic arrangement of it. But, as I continued to develop and advance my studying, I learned why the method is efficient – it is easy with it to review and recall necessary information. I found out that through the use of the Cornell method my comprehension of concepts and ideas enhanced significantly. When I started applying this strategy, I realized most of my lecturing notes and even while reading articles I was able to synthesize information as I never did before. Two, the method of writing summaries made me retain more pertinent information and also let me categorized my notes in a manner that would enable easier review (Jones, 2021). Butler (2019) explains that structured note taking leads to better long-term comprehension and organization allowing for better study sessions.



[bookmark: _Toc175181814]Reflection on Paraphrasing Skills
Paraphrasing was defined in the module as one of the academic skills which require the person to rewrite the original text and convey its meaning. We encountered paraphrasing throughout the semester through a number of in-class activities which included rewriting of passages from the academic sources in our own language leaving out any change of the original meaning and intent. This practice was important in avoiding plagiarism especially since it showcased the subject’s capacity to interact with sources more critically while still acknowledging their sources (Smith, 2021). To sum up, paraphrasing has been one of the most gracefully demanding activities I have learnt within the frame of this module. It has now been an essential tool together with other tools that have enhanced my writing and ethical research. Gaining even more experience in the future, now I will improve paraphrasing to make my academic work as original as possible, using the sources but following the rules of academic integrity (Williams, 2021).

[bookmark: _Toc175181815]Conclusion
Through this reflective report, I have explored the development of three critical academic skills: These are Writing, Taking notes and Paraphrasing. All of these skills have played a huge role in my academic success helping me improve my writing style, the way I approach my assignments and conduct my research, as well as my organizational skills for constructing my essays. Carrying on with the enhancement of these skills will continue to inform my academic achievement since they constitute superior academic practice. In future work, I will make sure to apply all these skills to enhance the coherence, coherency as well as the creativity in the writing of the paper (Smith, 2021).
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