Gobbet 3 Code Noir

The Code Noir was written in March 1685 by King louis XIV to lay down the rules for the Caribbean colonies’ interactions with slaves and freed men. It was necessary because of the expansion of the colonies having no clear direction or policy overarching the entire Caribbean.
It appears the policy has two roles, one being the maintaining of the colonies as productive, by banning any actions or punishments that would lessen the effectiveness of the work force, this can be seen in the punishments not being allowed to mutilate slaves on the limbs, a specific instruction that is presumably so they can keep working. Slaves not being allowed to sell sugar also reinforces this as it means they aren’t able to be away from the plantations for long, as selling sugar was a time-consuming process.
The second role was to enforce a religious and cultural homogeneity on the islands, something that would result in greater cohesion and ability to supress dissent, plus the prevention of protestants from holding slaves ties into a fear of a protestant uprising using a slave army, something some were worried was very possible due to the volatile nature of the European religious position. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude therefore one must view the code noir as a handbook for suppression of slaves and good order in the colonies, utilising them as just a vessel for trade beyond all else.
