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AIM(S)

e To enable students to critically appraise the complex biological,
environmental and psychological factors which impact upon criminality,
judicial and rehabilitative processes, and the investigation of crime.

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

e critically consider how psychological knowledge and research has informed
our understanding of the causes and consequences of criminality;

e critically appraise the role of psychology in informing judicial processes;

o critically apply evidence- based practice in an attempt to identify and respond
effectively to a range of criminal populations;

o take responsibility for their own learning and skill development; including
effective personal planning, self-reflection and project management skills.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

. An examination of both historical and contemporary explanations of the
causes of criminality, including biological, psychological and environmental
influences.

. Consideration of the role of psychology in informing the investigation of crime;
for example offender profiling, diagnostic evaluation and criminal investigation
analysis.

. Exploration of the psychological processes which underpin behaviour and

decision-making in judicial contexts; for example juries, expert testimonies
and eyewitnesses.

. Consideration of both theory and evidence guiding and informing judicial
sanctions, psychological interventions and rehabilitative techniques.
o An examination of the moral and ethical issues often involved in offending

behaviour; for example, diminished responsibility and competency to stand trial.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Topics will be introduced in weekly lectures and consolidated through seminars which will
vary in format from group exercises and discussions to small group exercises in order to
further develop students’ critical appraisal for the complexities involved in understanding and
responding to crime.

The study time for the module is divided as follows:



Activity type Hours Percentage

Scheduled learning 30 15%

Independent learning 170 85%

Placement learning 0 0%

TOTAL 200 100%
ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

0 Written exam Coursework [0 Practical
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Written assignment 3,000 words 50%

Assessment Component 2

0 Written exam Coursework [0 Practical
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting
Written assignment 2,500 words 50%

Assessment Summary

Activity type Percentage
\Written exam

Coursework 100%
Practical

TOTAL 100%

This module is not linked to a PSRB

READING LIST

Please note that at Level Six students will be expected to engage significantly with empirical
journal articles in addition to the reading list below.
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