 Literacy: A key to Learning (ECIE5008)
In this essay there will be discussion about literacy, oracy, policy and the power of reading. It will look at the importance and effectiveness of why literacy is key to learning. To add to this, the first half of the essay will go onto evaluating and analysing the theories behind language, the effects of poor oracy skills and also strategies that can be used to support and engage learners. To move on from this the second half of the essay will be a reflection based upon Gibbs Reflective Model (1988). The writer will talk about their views on literacy skills in children and young people, this will be done using a video of a story telling session that the writer has created.
There are so many theories in place that contribute greatly with the development of Literacy. One of the theorists include Vygotsky (1978) and he came up with the Cognitive development theory, his theory looks into the importance of social interaction. He believed that “Language plays a critical role in cognitive development, progressing from social speech to private speech and finally to inner speech” (McLeod,2025). He wanted children to learn through meaningful interactions and build upon their social and literacy skills. 
Schools around the UK follow along the lines of Vygotsky’s theory by having the teaching and learning policy in place. This ensures that everyone meets the standards of the school in order to achieve the best out come for the children. According to School A (2024), all staff will “Create enabling learning environment within and beyond formal classroom settings, where differentiated challenge stretches all learners to take increasing responsibility for their own learning.” This is really important for expanding a childs literacy skills because it means the child is moving around the class engaging with others and using different methods of learning. This then comes into the factor of different teaching styles meet different childrens needs. 
Another theorist that supports literacy would be Piaget (1936), Piaget also looks at cognitive development. His theory meets the importance of literacy because it gives guidance as to where children need to be with their literacy skills at the different stages of their development. These stages are followed greatly in schools through the teaching and learning policy where is states that “Teachers will support the development of learner effectiveness though the development of metacognitive strategies” (Nov,2024). An example of this would be that schools may have a topic about the easter story, some children may learn better through doing, so therefore there maybe a roll play area for children to tell the story that way whilst communicating with their friends, whereas other learners may learn better through writing so there may be a writing task. 
Chomsky is another who also fits in really well with showing that literacy is a key part of learning. He put up the challenge in order to show that children were born with the “innate understanding of grammar” (Main,2023). From being inside the womb to being a newborn reading and talking to your baby is so important it helps their brain and nervous system develop (University Hospitals Sussex NHS Foundation Trust,2024). This is why there are mother and baby groups in place in order to support babies in the best way possible, mothers included. 
These theorists are the reason as to why schools today have strategies in place in order to support children and young people. None of these skills can be done through using technology, they gain knowledge and learn through experiences and exposure. 
Donaldsons Successful Futures Report (2015) played a big role in how literacy has changed over the last thirty years. This report had looked deeply into the curriculum to see as to where it was changes could be made in order to have the best possible outcome for the children and young people. They have said that the school curriculum in Wales has developed because “the national curriculum sought to establish an entitlement for all children and young people in state schools to an education that would include exposure to nationally specified knowledge and skills” (Donaldson,2015).
This being said there are also barriers to oracy and literacy skills for children. One factor of poor literacy includes poverty, parents who struggle financially may not have the time or resources to spend time reading with their children and exposing them to the different literacy skills and language. Not only this, if they are less educated themselves, they may not understand the importance of using language with as small as from when their babies (Borgen Project,2015). Going onto another barrier that may play an effect on literacy and oracy are ACEs, where the child may have been through a lot of trauma through their life so far, additional learning needs which mean the child may not be at their expected level of learning and also emotional needs, however these are only few of the barriers that are to be taken into consideration. 
Moving onto reflecting upon my own practise, in order to do this I am going to use the Gibbs Reflective cycle (1988), this will help give a full perspective on my activity and why it was important. I had to read a book to a child in order to show the value on reading to literacy, the book I had chosen was called “Theres a monster in your book” by Tom Fletcher. The reason I chose this book is because it is interactive, fun and engaging for children. The aim of my activity was to take a look into the importance of literacy and its impact it has upon children and young people. Ensuring you choose the correct story, and the correct method of delivery ensure you provide the best outcome for the children/child. I believe this is important because if you choose the incorrect style of story for the childs age, you will lose their interest and engagement (Adore Themes,2024).
From my experience of reading with children and my child personally, I have seen the impact and value it has upon them. The excitement of sitting and getting your attention, to being able to use their imagination to picture the story and to add to this the ability it gives the children to expand their word bank and learn new words, ways of using words and their understanding of building sentences. When working in school and in a nurture class specifically, stories can be a way of getting through to them about different events, different ways of feeling and expressing feelings and so forth. This is a method that can be used for all children, it can be a way of connecting with them and bringing them in.  
Before this reading session I felt happy and confident in the flow and engagement of the story and the different ways in which was needed to engage with the flow of the story this being said because it is a story I have previously read and one I enjoy reading to others. However, reflecting upon this and after watching the video back, I believe I could have engaged with the comments in which the child was making about the story more than what I had done.  When being recorded, it is not personally one of my comfort areas, so I feel I let this play a part in my performance. Looking at the activity from a different perspective, I also feel the activity had its good factors to as the story engaged the child, was interactive and allowed the child to take part and also allowed the children to take part in what was happening in the story. 
I did not use any physical objects for this story because of the interactions that the book had in itself. However, I also believe that in the future this could be incorporated into the story, whether that be adding puppets to the story or allowing the children to make their own ways of the story. 
After the story I had then set out to an activity to design their own monster for their own stories using their monsters it would enable them to retell their story using their pictures. They could cut them out and put them on lolly pop sticks or hold their pictures and act it out. Whatever they choose it will allow them to take their learning into their own hands and do it based upon their experiences. This work goes in place with a theorist known as Froebe, of which I haven’t spoken about previously, however he is known in lots of schools as the theorist who set it out that “free play encourages the child to discover how things work, through purposeful activities which are active, hands-on and of interest to the individual child”. 
I feel I have used Vygotskys theories in my reading because I allowed the child to interact with the story and chose a story that I felt was engaging and that it would grab the childs attention. I also know that the author has several stories that go along with this one and they are each their own interactive amazement. 
Overall, I feel that the reading went well and felt the child had a good understanding and engagement with the story. Not only this, but the child had also benefit from the story because it allowed him to open his imagination to go onto creating his own monster and show his family and friends his monster and why he had created it. To add to this he had then later on asked to read the story again because he had really enjoyed it. If I were to carry out this reading and activity again, I would maybe try a more practical approach and allow the child to completely take part in the activity by using puppets or stick pictures. I may also include an extension to the activity and allow the child/children to come up with their own parts to add to the story, of different things the monster may do, see or someone the monster may meet. 
If this task were to arise again I would do it with a group of children and may use a book that is based upon their topic of learning or based upon something in which they need to learn more about, for example feelings. I would also like to explore the difference in reading with children of a younger age and children of an older age to and see the difference in impact and influence in which the story has upon them. Another approach that is seen in my setting and in the nurture classroom I am in currently is that we allow the children to do a book vote in the morning as to what book it is they would like to read, this provides them with literacy skills in the form of reading the book titles and writing down their full names and the title of the book. Then at the end of the day a child is chosen a random to count the book votes and read the book to the class. In my opinion this is a great way for the children to build confidence in reading in front of others and also an understanding for those who are listening and giving the reader time to sound out words or go at their pace of reading. In nurture class we are a mixed ability and age range so this is a very influential part of their day and one in which they all look forward to taking part in. 
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