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Introduction
This essay looks at “Architecture in your hometown” and asks us to compare two buildings. As well as this, it’s wants us to explain the architectural features and styles of Parc Howard and Stradey Castle.

Context and Historical Background
Parc Howard, originally known as Bryn y Caerau, is an open civic park which includes a museum and art gallery. It’s a 19th century Italianate country house which sits in the centre of the lovely park just on the outskirt, north of Llanelli Town Centre towards a village called Felinfoel. This museum was constructed in 1882 and was then opened to the public in 1912 (Artuk) and designed by the architect James Buckley-Wilson. The museum stands adjacent to fields with scattered trees around it which gives it that park-like feeling. The museum is also surrounded by beautiful gardens which makes it a much more inviting atmosphere.
Stradey Castle was built in the 1850’s by the current owner's great great grandfather, which is around the same time as Parc Howard’s museum. It is home to the Mansel Lewis family which sits in a lonely location just outside of Llanelli. Stradey Castle is a grade 2 Victorian House which is quite different compared to the Italianated country house. Both buildings have very similar surroundings which benefit from the area. With Park Howard having such beautiful gardens surrounding it and then Stradey Castle having elegant fields and towering trees for the building to sort of integrate into nature, both creating a natural but enticing architecture.

Plan and Section
The building is all symmetrical except for the back elevation which has a tall, rising belvedere tower. On the ground floor there are square headed windows and above there are arched windows. On the roof there are balustraded parapets with a slated roof sitting behind it (archiseek, 2010). Surrounding the museum are a bond of fields full of nature’s wildlife which creates a very welcoming atmosphere. Quite similar to Stradey castle where the building is isolated inside of nature’s woodland landscape, it also provides the perfect opportunity for outdoor events. In 1875, this building was extended by the artist Charles William Mansel Lewis, who added an amazing tower to view the nearby stupendous views (visitcarmarthenshire, 2020). Parc Howard’s museum is quite different as there is no symmetry to the building. Originally there was no tower to Stradey Castle, but since it was extended, both buildings have monumental towers where you are able to view the surrounding scenery that the area as to offer.
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Materials and Light
Parc Howard’s museum is a bath stone villa. Bath stone is an oolitic limestone comprising granular fragments of calcium carbonate which comes in a light honey colour. This building material has been popular for thousands of years and is led to the style of grand architecture. This material is also very useful as it can be cut or squared in any direction without ruining it’s strength. There are many examples of exquisite work of bath stone architecture such as, The Royal Crescent, Bath Abbey and many smaller works such as fireplaces and small ornaments. As seen in ‘Appendix A’, you can see that there aren’t many windows included on the building and for the ones that are, they aren’t very big windows either. This means that the lighting on inside of the building is rather dark which would normally create a duskiness atmosphere. Due to the lack of light coming from the outside, they have inserted a few sizable chandeliers to help reverse this atmosphere.
Stradey Castle was constructed through masonry work, which I feel personally gives it an older look if comparing to the bath stone used for the museum. Comparing to the museum, there are a lot more windows on the building that creates more natural light come through the building meaning it creates a more natural and warming atmosphere with the sun’s heat coming through the windows, referring to ‘Appendix B’.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Use
Parc Howard is famous for its fascinating collection of beautiful pottery and is the largest public collection of Llanelli’s pottery and art. The park that the museum is centred in is also a people’s park which has duck ponds, a park, gardens and also large fields surrounding it. This makes it a much more enjoyable location which invites local members of the public and also people from different towns to come and visit.
Stradey Castle is mainly used now for various events, such as filming, concerts, parties, photoshoots, wedding receptions, and has recently opened for heritage tours. They are also in the process of achieving a license to become a venue for wedding ceremonies. Both buildings are used to attract people to display many features they have to offer but have some different ways of doing it. The museum and art gallery are luring members in the show the buildings history and collection of art work, whereas Stradey castle bring people to the venue to create their own atmosphere and memories.


Conclusion
By completing this essay, it has given me a greater insight and understanding of the two buildings. By just looking at how nice the building looks, it’s made me analyse the building in more detail. Detail such as, how the building was built and what materials were used to construct it. I now realised that there are many different styles of architecture whilst also identifying any differences or similarities. Through research, I have widened my knowledge of how the buildings benefit it’s surroundings and combined both features to create an atmosphere which will invite people to come and experience the environment and the building itself.   The history and background of the building is intriguing and gives a reason for the building to stand and for people to come and visit, which is what I learned from researching the “Context and Historical Background” subtitle for both buildings. 
On reflection, if I were to conduct this research again, I would choose different buildings that have more resources and reliable information as for the two buildings that I chose, I struggled to find vital and detailed information needed to be able to develop and analyse.
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[image: Image result for parc howard museum]











(ArtUK)

Appendix B
[image: Image result for stradey castle]












(tripadvisor)



References

archiseek. (2010). archiseek. Retrieved from archiseek.com: http://archiseek.com/2010/1886-bryncaerau-caermarthen-wales/
ArtUK. (n.d.). ArkUK. Retrieved from google.com: https://www.google.com/search?q=parc+howard+museum&safe=strict&rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB880GB880&sxsrf=ACYBGNTaUOWKi6rJNeKlCtv2M4JxxVQ4Bg:1579543568186&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiexaeq4pLnAhVkURUIHYliCWwQ_AUoAnoECBQQBA&biw=1018&bih=969#imgrc=NnkNvGUxg9b
Artuk. (n.d.). ArtUK. Retrieved from artuk.org: https://artuk.org/visit/venues/parc-howard-museum-and-art-gallery-6857
tripadvisor. (n.d.). tripadvisor. Retrieved from google.com: https://www.google.com/search?q=stradey+castle&safe=strict&rlz=1C5CHFA_enGB880GB880&sxsrf=ACYBGNS_Z8G72myf2NpWzy4J3sn0PWK_Ww:1579549946285&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwie8c-L-pLnAhXBoXEKHaEwA3sQ_AUoAXoECBEQAw&biw=1023&bih=970#imgrc=YW25abZI-bSW-M:
visitcarmarthenshire. (2020). visitcarmarthenshire. Retrieved from visitcarmarthenshire.com: https://www.visitcarmarthenshire.co.uk/view/87-stradey-castle/


Steffan Phillips	History and Theory	M4X01975
image3.jpeg




image1.png




image2.jpeg




