


Throughout recent years, there has been a major increase in crime and anti-social behaviour. Although these issues may not seem vital, it has played a huge role in day-to-day life for a large number of communities all over the United Kingdom. CrimeRate (2023) states that in 2022, England and Wales police forces received 1,039,579 crime reports about anti-social behaviour. Although this is a very large number of reports, in 2021, there were 1,416,946 reports of anti-social behaviour throughout England and Wales resulting in a 27% decrease in 2022. This shows evidence that the England and Wales police forces are using different tactics and strategies to reduce anti-social behaviour and crime overall in the United Kingdom. Anti-social behaviour is a common crime which is committed all over England and Wales, due to this the police forces have decided to use various different problem-solving models in order to potentially reduce the crime being committed. This method of policing is known as ‘POP’, this stands for Problem-oriented Policing. The College of Policing (2022) states that problem-oriented policing is an approach that involves identifying a problem, thorough analysis of the issue, developing a useful response and lastly assessing the effects of the response. This method is extremely beneficial in todays policing because it allows the police to understand the root of the issue which further allows the police force to prevent this from happening again. This method of policing may not seem too beneficial towards anti-social behaviour however it actually plays a crucial role in the prevention of anti-social behaviour. One example of this would be criminal damage and harassment, where if used correctly they could identify the root of the problem such as if a certain location is accumulating the issue and they would be able to put preventative methods in order to prevent this, such as higher police presence in the area or installing closed-circuit television cameras, otherwise known as CCTV. The College of Policing (2015) states that after using CCTV in a range of different areas, it was found that crime had decreased 13% in places with CCTV in comparison to those without. This shows us that although it may not have a massive impact everywhere, the installation of CCTV cameras in areas which has a high number of anti-social behaviour and crime proves to be beneficial. Problem-oriented Policing has proven to be very effective; this is due to the number of different methods which is used throughout the entirety of problem-oriented policing. One example of this is the SARA Model which is used throughout this policing style. Police forces use this model in almost every single decision they make, whether consciously or subconsciously as it typically will allow the officer to make the best and most effective judgement for that scenario. The SARA model consists of four main elements, Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment. During the scanning phase it would allow the officer or individual to gain a good understanding of the scenario in which they are dealing with. Following this, they would be able to analyse the scenario and find what the main problems are and will be able to gain intelligence to find any underlying causes. During the response part, the officer or individual will proceed to identify and select interventions, such as developing and implementing an action plan. Lastly, the individual or officer will assess and evaluate the effectiveness of the response (Glenn KM, 2020). This method has proven to be very effective throughout day-to-day policing but also in when it comes to crime and anti-social behaviour. For example, if a large group of individuals who are harassing the public and committing anti-social behaviour, using the SARA model, the police force would be able to deter these individuals and prevent it from happening again using different methods, dependant on the issue being dealt with, such as if it was graffiti being committed then they could install CCTV or even a large group of loitering teenagers harassing the public, then they could use other methods to defer them from the area such as higher police presence or mosquito alarms.










Practice-oriented policing plays a vital part in present day policing, however there are numerous other methods which are being used by the police force as well. Another one of these methods is called Evidence-based Policing. The College of Policing (2023) states that evidence-based policing is used to ensure that the best available evidence is used to inform and challenge policing policies, practises and decisions. Evidence-based policing can also be used by anyone throughout the police force and collaborative companies can be used to support those using this method. One of the main reasons why this method is used by everyone inside the police force is because it allows for the individual to develop a better understanding of the scenario or event that has occurred. This method is also extremely beneficial because it will allow the individual to use critical thinking from their own experiences in order to benefit the situation, which allows for the individual to learn from their successes and failures allowing them to deal with complex situations in a more simplistic way. Evidence-based policing has a vast number of different methods which can be used in different areas and communities, the main one which plays a massive role in deferring crime and anti-social behaviour in local communities is known as hot spot policing. Hot spot policing is where if there has been reports of an area containing a large number of crimes or anti-social behaviour they would send patrols of officers around the areas sporadically in order to show police presence throughout the area at completely different times (National Institute of Justice, 2022). The intention of this from the police forces is to deter crime from occurring in these hot spot areas. The Youth Endowment Fund (2023) states that 58% of all crime happens in the top 10% of places with the most serious crime. This statement allows us to see how effective some methods of policing can prove critical towards the safety and crime prevention in local communities. An example of this is how hot spot policing could be used in this scenario as over half of the crimes committed are all in crime heavy areas, so by using this method of policing throughout local communities with large amounts of crime and antisocial behaviour, it would have a large impact in the prevention and deterrence overall for anti-social behaviour and crime. 



The Office of National Statistics (2022) states that crime and anti-social behaviour differs dependant on the scenario and individual however, with a large amount of physical and financial crimes taking place it results in much greater issues as a society for example, individuals in a local community may be scared to go to work or leave the house because of the anti-social behaviour and crimes being committed in their area. Although the police forces are unable to patrol and surveillance every location in the United Kingdom, they are pushing different options available for the public in order to make their location safer, one of which is a neighbourhood watch scheme. The West Yorkshire Police Force (2023) states that with neighbourhood watches being the largest voluntary crime prevention group in the country, it has numerous amounts of benefits. Neighbourhood watches purposes are to bring communities together to help reduce crime and increase community cohesion whilst having a vast number of positives. For example, some of the benefits and perks of having a neighbourhood watch scheme in your local area is that there will be large amounts of reports throughout the area leading to a higher police presence which ultimately often results in the deterrent of crime and anti-social behaviour. Another massive benefit from neighbourhood watches is individuals in these communities could not only prevent crime from occurring, but they could also give statements on crimes which they have witnessed resulting in criminals being brought to justice. Some of these positives play a massive role in the reason police forces recommend and push neighbourhood watches to be created throughout local communities all over the UK. In June 2014, an act was introduced called the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 which has had a vital impact on present-day policing in crime and anti-social behaviour filled areas. This act has brought numerous methods and legal powers which can be used to prevent crime and anti-social behaviour or to minimalize risks, one of the main being introduced was the Criminal Behaviour Orders, otherwise known as CBO’s. Sentencing Academy (2023) states that the Criminal Behaviour Orders replaced the Anti-Social Behavioural Orders, otherwise known as ASBO’s, in England and Wales as the primary tool aimed specifically at tackling underlying anti-social behaviour. The Criminal Behaviour Orders play a part in reducing crime and anti-social behaviour throughout communities as they are given to those after the offence has been committed. Although this may not seem too useful, this will have a big impact on the reoffending rates of individuals as if the individual with a CBO has been found committing another crime, then they would be found breaching the terms of their CBO order and by doing so they would then be imprisoned for a period not exceeding 5 years or to an unlimited fine, or to both (CPS, 2020).
There are copious amounts of methods which are used to deal with crimes and anti-social behaviour, however one of the most successful methods to preventing reoffending and further criminal and anti-social behaviour is the prevention and early intervention. ResolveUK (2023) states that early intervention is absolutely crucial as nationally, three quarters of anti-social behaviour cases are resolved at first intervention. This may not seem too beneficial, however for young people early intervention plays a key role as it supports them to get back on track and avoid committing more serious crimes further down the line. There are numerous positives and benefits to early intervention, one of the main being that in the long-term it will prevent a high number of crimes and anti-social behaviour. The Early Intervention Foundation (2017) states that the police make more referrals to children’s social care services than any other agency. Although most of these referrals have no further action, it still proves how important these referrals can be. Another positive to early intervention is that not only can police officers and staff make these referrals, but neighbourhood officers and police community support officers also get the opportunity to intervene early and address the root of the problems furthermore preventing any anti-social behaviour or crimes from taking place.








Numerous police forces also have began using powers and different methods in order to prevent crimes and anti-social behaviour from being committed in designated areas. One of these powers is a dispersal order. Cheshire Constabulary (2023) states that the dispersal powers can be used by police officers and designated police community support officers to deal with individuals 10 or over engaging in anti-social behaviour or crime. A child aged under 16 can be removed to their home address or place of safety. These powers are one of the first actions for a nuisance reports or anti-social behaviour reports as if a crime is yet to be committed but individuals are disrupting an area, then this may be used as a prevention rather than a solution to anti-social behaviour or crime.
With all things considered, police forces have a large number of methods aiming to prevent and reduce the risk of anti-social behaviour and crimes being committed throughout local communities. Although all methods are different, they are all situational based and are best used under different scenarios, such as neighbourhood watch may be better in a quieter residential area in comparison to hot spot policing which would be much better used in a busier and more compact area. Furthermore, it is vital that the forces keep using these methods to minimalize anti-social behaviour and crime as the Office of National Statistics (2023) states that figures from the latest crime survey in England and Wales for the year ending June 2023, showed that crime had overall decreased by 10%. This number may not seem extreme, however the estimated number of crimes is now approximately 8.4 million offences per year, so having crime decreasing by 10% is proof that new legislation and methods being introduced is having a positive impact on the reduction and prevention of crime. The Office of National Statistics (2023) also states that the Crime Survey for England and Wales for the year ending June 2023 showed that 34% of people had experienced or witnessed some type of anti-social behaviour. This however was a 15% decrease compared to the pre-pandemic year ending March 2020. Using these statistics, we are shown that the numerous methods, techniques and equipment used to prevent anti-social behaviour in local communities is having a positive effect and is proving to be very effective. Comparing the anti-social behaviour between June 2022 and June 2023, in June 2023 the police reported 1.0 million incidents of anti-social behaviour, however in June 2022 the police reported 1.2 million incidents of anti-social behaviour leading to an 11% decrease for anti-social behaviour throughout (The Office of National Statistics, 2023). Using all of these statistics combined, it is clear that the police service is addressing anti-social behaviour and crime using a variety of methods, some of which are more beneficial than others, however all of the methods, techniques and equipment which the police service are using are proving to be very effective and successful.
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