
CONSENT CONTINUUM

RAPE AND 
SEXUAL ASSAULT NON CONSENT PASSIVE CONSENT ACTIVE CONSENT

Clear violation
of boundaries

One partner
feels obliged to

participate in
sexual activity

Sex is wanted but
explicit consent
is neither sought

nor given

Consent is
explicitly sought

and given

Explicit resistance/
and/or use

of force

Aversion to sex
was not made

explicit

There may be
some desire from

at least one person

There is
mutual desire

Sex may have been
unwanted and forced
but it wasn't violent

Opportunity for
choice/participation

not given

It would be
possible to express

a no or stop

Communication
and negotiation

occurs


