




According to Hale et al., (p5, 2005), criminology presents a vast degree of moral dilemmas to which the necessity of theory is evident. Theory stimulates debates and discussion which forms connections for people to build knowledge, taking the basis of historical theory and building it into todays criminology. It is therefore important to consider the historical approach to crime and schools of thought which are still relevant within today’s society. 
The 18th and 19th century witnessed an introduction of two main theories of criminology that includes the work of Cesare Baccaria and Cesare Lombroso, classicism and positivism as the classical theories to crime (Newburn, p61, 2017).
The positivism approach analyses the criminal rather than external factors within society. It focused on biological factors that make a person more likely to commit  crime, with Lomrboso claiming to have found a scientific approach to criminology (Hale et al., p64, 2005). 
Lombroso (1835- 1909) was named “the father of modern criminology” for his work within positivism. He introduced the concept of criminals being identified by physical characteristics, with those who commit crime having distinctive features from those who do not commit crime. For example, if a man were to have a flattened, upturned, or twisted nose it indicated he were a thief. Physical features of a murderer included the nose being beaklike. His theories also went on to look at the insane criminal and the born criminal which is a debate that is still being challenged within todays criminal justice system (Newburn, p134, 2017).
The theory of positivism evolved to include the influences of environmental and biological factors, creating a socio- biological theory. For example, this path of thinking looks at personality traits combined with genetic, biochemical, and neurological factors alongside social attributes that cause an individual to commit crime (Hawkins, 1995).
Classicism is a contrast to positivism as its focus is on how to free society of crime as a pose to the social causes of crime or the individual. It is through creating a managed society with practices in place to inflict punishment, that crime will be eradicated. A key principle of the classicism approach is that individuals possess the free will and rationality to commit crime (Hale et al., p61,2005). 
Baccaria (1738- 1794) looked at the criminal and their “debt” to society. He strongly proposed that the degree of punishment enforced on a criminal should meet the degree of the crime and that prisons should seize to inflict physical punishment as it is not productive, instead prison environment should be improved with a shift on focus to prioritise prevention of crime over punishment (Hopkins Burke, p24, 2005).
Baccaria was also a strong believer in the pleasure- pain principle, illustrating that criminals have free will and they chose to carry out crime to achieve pleasure. These principles have been extremely influential within the criminal justice system, with many of Baccaria’s theories underpinning many legal codes (Hopkins Burke, p25, 2005).
These theories remain the foundation of understanding criminology, the criminal, and the criminal mind. Today we have witnessed a shift in theory which includes phycological positivism and social learning theory which will be the main focus of this assignment.
To provide a robust explanation and clear example of both theories, the case study of Steven Carrillo, an affiliation of an extremist group, who murdered a federal security officer in America, will be used to underpin this assignment.
Steven Carrillo was born in 1988 in Los Angeles, into a home of violence. His father, an immigrant from Mexico, would inflict violence on Carrillo’s mother. As toddlers, Carrillo and his older brother Evan were taken from their parents and shared amongst family members until the age of 5, where they went onto live on their grandparent’s farm in a small village in Mexico. Some years later, both boys returned to live with their father in California (Perez de Ache et al., 2021).
Carrillo joined the Air Force in 2009 where he began to engage with people on a broader basis, having lived in such a small community. This exposure gave him the opportunity to broaden his knowledge on politics and government which he became very passionate about. He was a keen member of the Libertarian party and often participated in rallies and expressed his views for expanded gun rights on social media (Perez de Ache et al., 2021).
Carrillo got involved with a very dangerous extremist groups, named the Boogaloo boys (or “bois”) who’s identity is distinguished by colourful Hawaiian shirts and are often heavily armed. The group are frequently present at protests, such as the wake of George Floyd and aim to start a new American civil war, to which they refer to as “coming Boogaloo”. First founded in 2012, the group relied on online sources to spread their ideologies of bringing down existing government and replacing it with an ancho capitalist system (Hoffman & Ware, 2020). 
On the 29th May 2020, Carrillo aged 32, armed with guns attended a peaceful protest in Oakland, California. His accomplice, also a member of the Boogaloo boys, drove a white van alongside two security officers, Carrillo opened the side door and fired shots, killing one officer, and seriously injuring another. Carrillo was later charged with murder and attempted murder (Shephard, 2020). During the trial, Carrillo expressed how his motivations were to prove himself as an anti-government figure and carry out acts of violence against government representatives, particularly a federal law enforcement officer (Beckett, 2021).
With the pandemic causing lockdowns and enhanced government control, the Boogaloo boys have increased their activity by being present at many protests and becoming the biggest terrorist threat to America during the summer of 2020 (Hoffman & Ware, 2020). They have carried out several attacks, with Carrillo’s killing of a security officer and injuring another, being one that has given them a platform to spread fear and raise their profile to recruit further members to the group. 
The case of Steven Carrillo shines light on social learning theory and it would be fair to suggest his actions are due to some features which sit within the theory. According to Hale et al., (p115, 2005) the social learning theory, a shift towards behaviouralism, examines the sociological factors that contribute towards a learnt behaviour. Within this strand of social theory, Edward Sutherlands (1883-1950) differential association has been influential. Sutherland’s theory suggests humans are influenced by the intimate groups of which they are part of. Although each member of the group possesses their own opinion, norms and traits, the agenda of the group and learnt behaviours are shared. 
Jones (p258,1998) speaks about the social learning theory (SLT) as a reason for crime. He explains how behaviours are learnt from within the environment that people are in, with the childhood family home being extremely influential. According to Fox (2017), social learning theory dictates that individuals develop both deviant and conforming behaviour through their own learning process. 
The famous experiment of the Bobo doll by Albert Bandura in 1963, where children witnessed a doll being hit which the children went onto copy, exerting aggression on the dolls, demonstrates the influence of exposing children to violence, a learnt aggression (Hale et al.,p117, 2005). In the case of Carrillo, it would be feasible to suggest that his upbringing, within a violent household, was a contributor towards his violent attack. His aggressive behaviour was something he had learnt at a very young age, an imitation of his father’s behaviour.
This copying of behaviour is also known as “Laws of Imitation”, discovered by Gabriel Tarde (1843-1904). The theory stresses that humans are born normal and it’s the environment in which they are brought up in that they learn how to commit crime. Through these environments, ideas are made which later transform into behaviours. This research was the foundation to which Edwin Sutherland later introduced as differential association (Hopkins Burke, p84, 2005).
Jones (p258,1998) stresses that although such influences play a part within criminal behaviours, it’s important to remember that each person’s motivations differ which can be developed throughout a person’s life via the continued learning process. This motivation for Carrillo could have been inspired by his differential association with the Boogaloo boys, a learnt behaviour.
Hopkins Burke (p87,2005) challenges differential association theory, expressing that it fails to consider the moral compass of the person alongside considering any physiological impairment that could make the person more susceptible to crime. Clinard (1952), echo’s similar sentiment by stressing that the theory fails to recognise personality traits and does not explain how in one given situation, people behave differently. According to Moffitt (2012), although many children who experience adverse childhood experiences (ACES) learn certain behaviours as a result of what they witness, not all do, with many going on to lead a healthy lifestyle free of violence. 
Akers (1985) later amended the theory to include a four-stage process of learning as he believed that the characteristics of the person being observed, the consequences of the behaviour being observed and the behaviour of the person who engages in it, dictates whether the person will go onto imitate it. This amendment of the theory provides a more robust explanation as it considers not only the impact of being exposed to negative experiences within an isolated case, but how the individual plays a part in the process of copying the learnt behaviours.
When analysing this case, it is important to also consider the extremist group, the Boogaloo Boys, and their influence on Carrillo in relation to not only differential association, but to also investigate the labelling theory as a reason for extremist groups to commit such heinous crimes. 
Labelling theory relates to the link of being labelled within society as deviant and the impact this has on the person or group, once the label has been applied. Much research has been done in relation to the teacher and pupil concept with the teacher, an authoritarian, giving the pupil a negative label to which the pupil goes on to adapt their behaviour to suit the label given to them (Walklate, 2020). This concept applies to gangs and groups who are labelled within society, often the richer, more powerful groups handing down labels of negative connotations to the poorer, less fortunate within society (Croninger, 1976). 
According to United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2018), extremist/ terrorist groups inflict acts of violence in order to spread fear amongst society which in turn gives them power. It could therefore be argued that such groups thrive on being labelled terms such a “violent” as it aids them on their journey to spread fear and gain power.
Many extremist groups such as the Boogaloo boys, are against government control within society (Hoffman & Ware, 2020). Lemert (1967) expresses that although it is thought that deviance results in social control, it is indeed the reverse, that social control breads deviance as witnessed in the rise of the Boogaloo boys and other extremist groups.
According to Becker (1974) labelling theory, although carries substance in relation to the theory of a person or group being labelled within society by powers above, having a negative impact on their behaviours and attitudes, it is not substantial in providing an adequate reason for committing criminal acts. Wellford (2014) also discredits the theory in relation to law violating behaviours and has expressed how the theory will eventually be completely discounted by criminologists.
When evaluating the case of Carrillo, it’s important to consider multiple theories as an explanation to his crime. According to Okada (2015), when looking at a crime the aim is to gather data and only when all data is collected, can the case be evaluated, and any sort of determination be made. With this in mind, the assignment will now consider the theory of psychological positivism as an additional explanation behind the causation of Carrillo’s crime.
Expanded from the traditional theory of positivism sits psychological positivism that looks at the psychiatric element of the offender and offending. Famous theorists including Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) looked at the criminal and used tools such as psychoanalysis to discover the link between psychology and crime (Newburn,p161, 2017). Freud’s theory was that humans are born anti-social with individual pleasure seeking needs that conflict within social groups. His concepts include the “Id” which is the subconscious behaviours and instincts driven by the pleasure principle in a bid to satisfy ones needs. The “Ego” is the personality element which aids the “Id” in social situations and the “Superego” which is part of the subconscious and conscious mind that contains the morals and regulates behaviours to be suitable within the social group setting (Newburn,p161, 2017).
Freud identified that criminal behaviour was often a result of one or all the concepts being out of kilter, for example a substandard super ego would indicate an inability to feel guilt, therefore, more susceptible to commit crime in order to please oneself needs (Newburn, p161, 2017).
Following on from Freud’s theory, extensive research has been carried out and is still ongoing in regards to the impact negative childhood experiences have on the psychological welfare of the child and leading into adulthood. Science has advanced and evidenced that brain development as a child is impacted by negative experiences as a child which leads to mental illness, depression, anxiety, and events of psychosis (Hughes et al., 2016).
According to Ainsworth et al., (1962), childhood experiences are fundamental to the outcome of the individual, with negative experiences increasing the likelihood of carrying out acts of crime. Separating a child from its primary care giver, also known as “maternal deprivation”, before the age of 5, can lead to delinquency and deviant behaviour in the child. 
According to research carried out by the Ministry of Justice (2012), 24% of prisoners in the UK have been in care whilst growing up, with 41% having experienced violence within the home during childhood. Those prisoners who had been brought up in care were also more likely to reoffend with a reoffending rate of 61% compared to 49%. When looking into the case of Carrillo, it is evident he was victim to an environment full of violence and lacked stability from his family home having been moved around for the initial five years of his life.
An influential study conducted by Bowlby in 1958 found that children need constant care until the age of 5 and disruption to this care leads to damaging consequences for the child. Bowlby stressed that consequences include the exertion of a disturbed personality with a likelihood to become withdrawn, isolated and lack the ability to stop impulsive behaviours. As a result of such traits, the individual will lack affection which will hinder the ability to withhold relationships and impact on the cognitive state (Ainsworth et al., 1962). Bowlby’s study manifested into what is now known as “attachment theory” and it is fundamental today to achieve a better understanding of the damage that can be a consequence of such maternal breakdown (Newburn, p82, 2017). 
Although attachment theory has been vital into today’s work, Rutter (1972) criticises the theory for several reasons. Firstly, Rutter stresses that although antisocial behaviours are commonly associated with the upbringing of a child, being brought up within a broken home, the link is not between the separation of mother and child, but instead, is a result of the environment being in disarray and somewhat chaotic, that leads to such negative behaviours. Secondly, Rutter expresses that attachment theory fails to recognise any other bonds the child may have, paying too much attention to the mother. The theory fails to evidence the bond between mother and child being of more importance than other close relations such as the father.
Keller (2018) suggests that attachment theory fails to identify the difference in cultures across the globe, in what they identify as good parenting and practice. Keller (2018) goes on to stress that evaluating one system against another means that different values and environments are ignored, this will only make for an unfair evaluation.
Although attachment theory has its weaknesses and limitations, it has been widely proved that early experiences play a big part in later behaviours relating to deviance and delinquency (Newburn,p162, 2017). When considering the childhood of Carrillo, it would be feasible to state that the start to his life was traumatic, being deprived of his parents from a very young age. Carrillo’s initial years of life meet the criteria as set out within attachment theory. Carrillo was moved around during those important initial five years, of which Bowlby considered the crucial time of a child’s life. Carrillo was also exposed to domestic violence inflicted on his mother, by his father. As Rutter (1972) argues that the deprivation of the bond could be with associated with any close relation, it could be argued that it was the breakdown in bond with his father, that was most damaging to Carrillo.
From this assignment it is evident that theories possess both strengths and weaknesses and often overlap, with not one given theory being the explanation of crime. For example, an overlap in social learning theory and labelling theory is evident in relation to the impact that group settings have on the individual. Both theories point to such environments being influential on the person, with criminal behaviours being a product of such intimate groups (Piquero, 2016).
According to Towry (1996), theoretical integration, taking theoretical concepts from one theory and combining them with another, provides a good premises within criminology to have a better understanding. Whilst some critiques say that theories are different and contradict one another, others express how although they are different, they can be integrated together to bring criminological theory in line with more modern-day research practices.
Although Jones (p258,1998) suggests that social learning theory negates to look at the motivation behind committing a crime and focuses more on the delinquency of the criminal that is a bi product of his/her childhood experiences, it is a theory that is the backbone to many criminal cases that have been before the criminal justice system (Barnett et al., 2011).
According to Hopkins Burke (p248,2005), ultimately criminality is a combination of psychodynamic, behaviouralist learning and predisposition to crime. Criminals have some measure of choice in their actions. They can choose to imitate behaviours or not and when opportunity arises to commit a crime it is the individual’s rational choice to be deviant and commit the crime or not. The criminal can make the decision to continue a life of crime or to stop offending even when living in a society where criminal activity is the norm. 
To conclude, the differing criminological theories provide valuable explanations to crime but to progress and validate such theories going forward, there needs to be more focus on specifics (Hoffman, 2003). According to Hopkins Burke (p248, 2005), it is acknowledged that the majority of criminology theories hold legitimacy to the causation of crime, but consideration should be made to the circumstances
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