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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Introduction
The first part of this task will focus on the relevant legislations, policies and procedures for safeguarding adults. The latter part of this task will aim to reflect on the difference between safeguarding adults and children. 
Safeguarding adults is underpinned by legislation. National legislations include the Equality Act (2010), Mental Capacity Act (2005) and Human Rights Act (1998). These legislations set out legal duties that organisations must follow to safeguard adults from abuse, harm and neglect whilst promoting their rights and well-being. 
The main legislation for safeguarding adults in Wales is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA, 2014). Part 7 of this Act sets out clear guidelines for professionals for safeguarding adults. Additionally, the local Safeguarding Board sets out clear policies for the local authority. The main objective of the local safeguarding board is to protect adults who have care and support needs and who are experiencing, or at risk of, abuse or neglect (SSWBA, 2014).
Under Section 126, Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014) adult at risk is defined as a person aged over 18 who is either experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect and who has care and support needs that impact on their ability to protect themselves against the risk of harm. The local authority has a duty to enquire should they have reasonable cause to suspect that a person aged over the age of 18 is at risk of harm, neglect or abuse (SSWBA, 2014).
Under the SSWBA (2014) Section 126, professionals have a duty to report adults at risk. The Act sets out clear guidelines stating when there is reasonable cause to suspect that a person aged over 18 is at risk, they must report this. 
It is evident from the research that abuse comes in many forms, ranging from physical, emotional, psychological, sexual and financial. Dye (2020) argues that when physical abuse is present, the indicators are often easier to identify. Dye (2020) highlights that when physical abuse occurs, the indicators may be visible. However, indicators to emotional abuse may prove more challenging to detect as there is no visible evidence. Rees (2010) argues that emotional abuse indicators may present as change in behaviour, low mood and disengagement. It is argued that being aware of these indicators and identifying patterns of behaviour is essential for safeguarding (Dye, 2020).
There are a range of factors that may identify an adult who is at risk of harm. One main factor arises from their care and support needs, which may include physical or learning difficulties, substance misuse or mental health conditions (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). It is argued that although these factors do not necessarily place adults at risk, it does increase the risk (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). This is also highlighted in the Equality Act (2010).  Dixon (2023) highlights that adults who have care and support needs are often vulnerable, making them more susceptible to abuse. It is argued that these factors increase an adults need to be dependent on others which creates a power imbalance that could be exploited (Dixon, 2023). Additionally, these factors are co-aligned with communication barriers, social isolation and dependency- all of which increase the likelihood of abuse (Boland et al., 2013). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


Comparison
Safeguarding adults and children share the aim of protecting individuals. However, the way in which this is approached differs significantly. 
Under the SSWBA (2014) a child at risk is defined as a child who is experiencing or at risk of abuse, neglect or harm, and has care and support needs. In contrast, an adult at risk is defined as a person aged over 18 who is either experiencing or is at risk of abuse or neglect and who has care and support needs that impact on their ability to protect themselves. These definitions differ, it seems presumed that adults can protect themselves, whereas children are assumed to require protection (SSWBA, 2014).
Adults may be able to protect themselves from harm, abuse and neglect. However, in some circumstances this may be affected by their care and support needs (SSWBA, 2014). 
Consent is another differing factor. In adult safeguarding, consent is typically required to proceed with the referral as adults have a right to refuse assessment. However, refusal of the assessment does not automatically relieve the local authority of its duty (SSWBA, 2014).  Part 7 of the SSWBA (2014) notes that the local authority must always seek to respect the adults’ wishes, however there are some exceptions. These factors may include that the person lacks mental capacity or that there is a high risk to the health and safety of the individual. In these instances, the local authority has a duty to proceed without consent (SSWBA, 2014). In contrast, in children’s safeguarding, the local authority has a duty to intervene without consent (SSWBA, 2014). 
Under the Mental Capacity Act (2005) adults are automatically assumed as having capacity unless it is established otherwise. This means that under this Act, adults should be supported to make decisions and have a right to make unwise decisions, even if this means placing themselves at risk of harm. However, in some circumstances, the local authority may override lack of consent to ensure safety (SSWBA, 2014).
In contrast, children under the age of 16, may not have capacity to make informed decisions unless this is proven otherwise (SSWBA, 2014). Professionals working with children may need to assess their decision-making ability using Gillick competence to establish if they have maturity to make their own decisions and to understand the implications (NSPCC, 2025). This means that children’s wishes must be heard and considered, however they do not override the duty to safeguard (SSWBA, 2014).
Conclusion
Evidently, safeguarding adults and children share the aim of protecting individuals. However, the way in which this is approached differs significantly with definition, consent and capacity being the main factors.
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