According to the College of Policing (2023), the role of a Police Constable is to prevent and detect crime as well as work with other agencies in order to do so.  Police Constables also "reduce the fear of crime, provide reassurance, and build confidence" to the public. The police also use the National Decision Model and Code of Ethics in order to make autonomous and professional decisions (College of Policing, 2023). The role of the police is to engage with victims of crime, witnesses and suspects and those who are vulnerable and must do so using equality, diversity and must consider human rights. Police Officers respond to emergency calls from the public, investigate crimes, make arrests, provide evidence in court, and much more. Police officers ensure law and order in society, investigate crimes and aim to prevent crime (National Careers Service, 2018)
The police must work with honesty and integrity and the expectation of the public is that the police must act and behave in the right way. When making decision or actions, the police will follow and use 9 principles to police effectively (Northamptonshire Police, 2023). The 9 Principles of Policing also known as Peel's principles are the "origins of modern policing, law enforcement" and are principles contemporary policing still use (Lentz et al., 2007: p. 69).
According to Misconduct999 (2021- 2023) 97 police officers were given a custodial sentence in England and Wales and had a combined sentence of 378 years, 8 months, and 4 days. The offences range from misconduct in Public Office, making and owning indecent images and that of children, causing a child to engage in a sexual act, sexual assault, rape and more. Hargreaves (2023) reported that in 43 police forces in England and Wales, 67% of misconduct meetings were due to police complaints, 60% were due to conduct, and 40% were "recordable conduct matters.
According to Goodier (2023), over 90 police officers and staff were found guilty of a range of crimes following investigations of complaints and conduct. The offences include sexual offences, violent crimes, and corruption. In April 2022, 10 police officers and three staff were convicted of violence against the person, 10 police officers and two staff were convicted of sexual offences, 23 officers and 11 staff were convicted of traffic offences, four officers and three staff were convicted of misconduct in public office, two officers and a member of staff were convicted of corruption and three police officers were convicted of forgery. There 115, 235 complaints made against 76, 831 police officers in March of 2022 (Goodier, 2023).
The support of the public and community is essential when "providing an effective Police Service" (O'Dowd, 1999: p. 3). Policing by consent is dependent on the public's confidence and trust of the police. The number of police officers as offenders can seriously harm the relationship between the public and the police and the police's reputation can be significantly damaged when police officers do not behave to the correct and appropriate manner and expectation (O'Dowd, 1999: p. 3). When an officer abuses their power and trust of the public, the police's image as a whole is completely damaged, therefore, it is vital that any issues surrounding the police, like that of convicted officers, is addressed in order to restore the reputation of the police as well as the relationship between the police and the public. it is essential for the police to maintain high levels of integrity and the maintenance of the trust between the police and community is vital for policing to maintain the mutual respect between the police and the public. Whenever an officer behaves negatively or badly, it affects the public's trust and confidence in the police service as a whole, the behaviour of police officers is of vital importance in maintaining the relationship and confidence of the public; "poor behaviour was considered tantamount" when breaching integrity within policing (O' Dowd, 1999: p. 9).  The behaviour of the police is of vital importance to ensure that officers act in the correct manner and to police effectively, to do so, officers act in line with the values of the police and the Code of Ethics, to better the reputation of the police they serve through their actions and behaviours, they are transparent, respectful and must stay impartial (College of Policing, 2023)
 
The main aim of this research proposal is Police Officers as offenders: How damaging is this to public confidence in police? To answer this aim, this assignment will use three objectives: objective one is to identify the importance of public confidence in the police in England and Wales, objective two is to explore the prevalence of serving police officers who have been convicted of criminal offences in England and Wales, and objective three is to evaluate the impact that convicting police officers has on public confidence in the police. The research found for each objective will allow to answer the main aim as it will outline the importance of public confidence to policing and how the public's perceptions of the police and their confidence within the police can be damage due to negative stories of the police, especially that of officers who have been convicted. This will also emphasise the importance of the public's confidence and trust in the police as community engagement and the public as a whole is vital for the police to operate and by highlighting the importance of negative reports and media of convicted police officers, hopefully more can be done when recruiting officers to maintain the public's confidence in the police and for the police to maintain a positive reputation.
For objective three, a questionnaire will be used to retrieve information to fully answer this objective. According to Jones et al. (2013), a questionnaire allows a large number of participants to take part with "relative ease". By using a questionnaire, this allows a large number of participants to take part in the questionnaire as it allows the participants to share the questionnaire and can be quickly and easily distributed. 
The general population will be the participants who take part in the questionnaire for the research proposal. A target of 200- 250 participants will be required for this research to ensure there is a variety of answers and perspectives, moreover, by not using a target population for this research, it is more representative of the general population and ensures the validity of the research and its findings (Keyes et al., 2018).
Up- to- date and relevant information and statistics using recent and up-to-date sources will be used throughout this research. According to Pontis et al. (2015: p. 22), "conducting and delivering up-to- date research is key" when it comes to academic writing, therefore, to ensure the inclusion of relevant and up-to- date information, the research will primarily use sources from present time to the maximum of five years ago. Moreover, planning ahead and setting a timescale for this research is essential to succeed. According to the University of Sheffield (2023), in order to succeed the research project, it is important to invest time in planning and organising the research proposal and it is important to set realistic deadlines, therefore by breaking down and setting timescales for each specific task of the individual project will be significantly beneficial when completing the research proposal. The timescale for this research will go as follows; proposal and ethics will take place in October, the literature review will be done between November to December, the methodology will be between December to February, analysis will be completed between February to March, the conclusion will be done in April and the final completion of the research project will be done in May of 2024.
This research proposal is important for a number of reasons, by aiming to get to the core route of why there are many stories and bad media based on offending police officers, this could have the potential to prevent or decrease the number of convicted police officers in England and Wales and to ensure the reputation and relationship between the police and the public stays intact.

