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Good evening
My name is Craig Wright, and I am going to discuss the interactions between Antiochus the great and the Roman Republic

The interactions between Syria and Rome during the time of Antiochus the third formed the basis of a Cold War. As the Roman Republic grew in power, the Republic started to press against surrounding powers and the foundations of what led to the unification of the Mediterranean world developed.

Antiochus III ruled the Seleucid Empire from 223 - 187 BCE. 

This reign of thirty-five years was longer than any other member of the family. The historians Livy and Polybios each documented and chronicled this kingdom. As for this region today, the Seleucid Empire was not stable and had frequent skirmishes at its borders. 

When Antiochus III inherited the kingdom, it consisted of little more than the central regions of Babylonia and Syria.

By the time of Antiochus III’s death, the kingdom was well governed and united and far larger than when it was initially inherited. 

Rome had been dealing with Hannibal and the Phoenician forces in the West during the same time that Antiochus was battling internal rebellions and setbacks at Raphia. 
Despite these problems, Antiochus managed to found a dynasty with control of greater territory than any Seleucid King from the foundation of the dynasty. By 201 BCE the Aegean nations had been surrounded by great powers on both the east and the west.

Previously, in the West to great powers contended for each other and Rome and Carthage would be at constant odds. 
Equally, the Ptolemies, Seleucids and Antigonids divided power between the eastern Mediterranean regions. This mix of competing nations had formed a fluctuating balance of power. However, with Rome’s annihilation of Carthage following the Hannibalic war, the Republic responded to the attack by Philip V by putting its focus into the east. In the east, Antiochus had increased the size of the Syrian kingdom with its reaches as far as the Indus Valley.

Following the death of Ptolemy Philopator and the succession of a child Prince to the throne, Antiochus invaded Syria. Philip V struggled against the shift in power not wanting to remain the leader of what had become a second rank power embarked on a number of policies designed to expand his kingdom.

The smaller nations of Pergamon and Rhodes had traditionally held a balance of power in the Aegean region. To attempt to stand up against the growing power of the Seleucid kingdom, the smaller kingdoms sought to entreaty themselves with Rome. The thought is likely that Rome being more distant would also be less dangerous.

At this point, no sign of hostility was present between Antiochus and the Roman Republic. While embassies passed between these nations, many diplomatic exchanges between Rome and other Aegean nations document what could be referred to as a Cold War that was developing in the region. 
Polybios - an account of Antiochus III.
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