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Introduction

The significance of storytelling in early childhood is a well-documented and widely
acknowledged. This assignment delves into the diverse benefits of storytelling from
pre-birth to the age of seven, particularly in relation to children's literacy development
and the developing impact of digital literacy. Drawing from a wealth of reputable
sources, including seminal works by Piaget (1962), Vygotsky (1978), and modern
scholars like Marsh (2006), this assignment aims to establish a comprehensive
understanding of how storytelling shapes a child's cognitive, linguistic, and social
development. Additionally, it examines the evolving landscape of digital literacy,
incorporating insights from pioneers such as Jenkins (2006) and Buckingham (2007).
Together, these sources provide a comprehensive foundation for assessing the
pivotal role of storytelling in early childhood, both within traditional and digital

contexts.

Main Body

This assignment also strives to align with the "Standards in Literacy and Numeracy"
as outlined by Estyn in 2017, as well as the "UK Digital Competence Framework," for
a multifaceted approach to education. Ensuring literacy and numeracy standards are
met, as recommended by Estyn, is fundamental in equipping learners with essential
foundational skills. Simultaneously, integrating the Digital Competence Framework
fosters digital literacy, a vital skill in our increasingly technology-driven world.
Together, these frameworks offer a holistic educational strategy, nurturing students'
traditional literacy and numeracy abilities while preparing them to thrive in the digital

age, promoting well-rounded and future-ready citizens.

In traditional storytelling, effective communication skills are integral for audience
engagement and connection. During one’s recordings three crucial communication
skills were observed—good expressions, eye contact, and inclusivity—within the
context of a storytelling session. It links these skills to recent theorists' work and
synthesizes information from modern sources to provide an up-to-date
understanding of their significance. Effective storytelling involves the use of non-
verbal communication, including facial expressions. Recent research by Hatfield,
Cacioppo, and Rapson (2014) highlights the importance of facial expressions in

conveying emotions. Their work emphasizes the universality of facial expressions,
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aligning with Ekman's early findings (Hatfield et al., 2014). Incorporating these
expressions enhances emotional resonance and strengthens the audience's

connection with the narrative.

Contemporary insights from Argyle's principles on non-verbal communication
(Argyle, 1988) are still highly relevant. Moreover, a study by Kleinke (1986)
emphasises the role of eye contact in social interactions. Maintaining eye contact
fosters trust and engagement, contributing to the narrative's overall impact (Kleinke,
1986).

Inclusivity in storytelling aligns with Grice's Cooperative Principle (Grice, 1975), but
in a modern context, the importance of diversity and inclusivity in communication is
evident. Research by Aitchison and Dewdney (2017) delves into the significance of
inclusive language. storytellers can use inclusive language to ensure all audience
members feel valued and connected. Modern society emphasises inclusivity as a
fundamental aspect of effective communication, drawing from the principles of social
identity theory (Tajfel & Turner, 1979).

The application of these skills in storytelling aligns with a human-centric approach to
communication, as advocated by Carl Rogers (Rogers, 1951), and remains relevant
in contemporary contexts. For instance, in his book 'Made to Stick,' Heath and Heath
(2007) explore why some ideas endure in people's minds and emphasize the
importance of communication strategies that resonate with human psychology.
Brene Brown's work in '‘Dare to Lead' (2018) highlights the significance of
vulnerability and authentic communication in contemporary leadership and
storytelling, promoting trust and connection. Furthermore, Daniel Pink's "When'
(2018) delves into the science of timing and its impact on human behaviour,
providing valuable insights into when and how stories should be shared for maximum

effect.

Furthermore, Deborah Tannen's work on gender and language (Tannen, 1990) is still
relevant. Tannen's research also highlights the influence of social and cultural factors
on communication skills, including expressions, eye contact, and inclusivity.
Recognizing and adapting to these variations remains vital for effective

communication across diverse audiences.
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When examining the differences between digital and paperback storytelling, it
becomes evident that the choice of medium significantly impacts the way children
engage with narratives. Research by Robb and Susi (2015) underlines how digital
storytelling encompasses various media forms, fostering multi-modal engagement.
This aligns with findings from Flewitt (2006), who affirms that digital stories often
comprise audio, video, and interactive elements, making them multisensory

experiences.

On the other hand, paperback storytelling, as highlighted by Nikolajeva (2015),
primarily relies on traditional textual and visual storytelling. While digital stories offer
interactivity, paperbacks lack this feature, creating a linear, one-way communication
experience. The absence of interactivity in traditional books is a critical distinction
emphasized by Hall (2011), who states that digital storytelling's interactive nature
sets it apart from its paperback counterpart. This dimension, rooted in the medium
itself, is fundamental in understanding the differences in how children engage with

narratives.

Furthermore, exploring the impact of interactivity on engagement, a study by Hirsh-
Pasek et al. (2015) underscores the significance of interactive features in digital
storytelling. Interactive elements encourage active participation, prompting children
to make choices or respond to questions posed within the narrative. These choices,
as highlighted by Gee (2007), promote problem-solving skills and deeper
engagement with the story. In contrast, paperbacks, as noted by Piaget (1962), do
not provide the same level of interactive engagement, fostering a more passive
reading experience. This interactive dimension, inextricably linked to digital
storytelling, shapes the way children participate in the narrative and learn from the

experience.

In assessing the potential for promoting oracy, reading, and writing skills, it is
essential to consider the specific affordances of each medium. When it comes to
oracy, both digital and paperback storytelling involve children listening to the
storyteller or narration. As Johnson (2003) points out, listening to stories is a vital
component of language development. Research by Strasser and del Fresno (2015)
supports this by emphasizing that oral language exposure through storytelling is

fundamental for vocabulary acquisition. Both digital and paperback storytelling
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support the development of oracy skills through this shared experience of listening

and engaging with spoken narratives.

However, digital storytelling introduces a distinct dimension. As Marsh (2006)
argues, the inclusion of audio in digital storytelling supports emerging readers as
they simultaneously hear and see the words on the screen. This multimodal
experience can facilitate early reading skills by reinforcing the connection between
spoken and written language. Moreover, when children engage with interactive
elements in digital storytelling, they may need to read text prompts, thus further

promoting reading skills.

Writing skills development can be particularly pronounced in the context of digital
storytelling. Neumann (2016) suggests that encouraging children to create their
digital stories fosters planning, organization, and expression of ideas in a digital
format. This digital writing process allows children to experiment with text, images,
and multimedia elements, strengthening their digital composition skills. In contrast,
paperback storytelling primarily involves reading and listening, limiting opportunities

for children to actively practice writing skills.

In essence, both digital and paperback storytelling contribute to the development of
oracy and reading skills, but digital storytelling, with its multimodal and interactive
features, offers additional benefits for emerging readers. Moreover, digital storytelling
provides a more direct platform for promoting writing skills, aligning with Neumann's
(2016a) research on the potential for digital content creation to enhance writing

abilities in children.

Analysing the promotion of digital literacy, becomes apparent that digital storytelling
is inherently designed to cultivate digital competencies. Buckingham (2007) asserts
that digital literacy encompasses various skills, including digital navigation, media

literacy, digital creation, critical thinking, and online safety.

Digital navigation skills are developed as children learn to interact with digital
interfaces, a skill that is integral to digital storytelling (Hobbs, 2010). As they explore
multimedia elements, children learn to navigate, click, and make choices within the
digital story. In contrast, traditional paperback storytelling does not offer the same

opportunities for navigating digital interfaces or making choices within the narrative.
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Digital storytelling also promotes media literacy, as children gain an understanding of
how various media elements, such as text, images, audio, and video, are integrated
to convey a narrative effectively. Research by Kellner and Share (2005) reinforces
this notion, emphasizing the role of media literacy in navigating today's media-rich
environment. Traditional paperback storytelling does not offer the same level of

media literacy engagement, as it predominantly relies on text and static illustrations.

In promoting digital creation skills, digital storytelling allows children to create their
own digital stories, fostering skills in digital content creation. This aligns with Kajder
and Bull (2004), who highlight the benefits of digital story creation for enhancing
students' writing and digital composition skills. In contrast, paperback storytelling
primarily involves passive consumption of stories and does not encourage children to

actively create digital content.

Critical thinking is another dimension where digital storytelling excels, Interactive
elements within digital stories encourage children to think critically, make choices,
and reflect on the consequences of their decisions within the story. Gee (2007)
underscores the potential for digital media to promote problem-solving and critical
thinking skills, skills that are integral to digital literacy. In traditional paperback
storytelling, critical thinking opportunities are limited, as the experience is more linear
and one-dimensional. Furthermore, digital storytelling introduces children to the
concept of online safety and responsible online behaviour. As Buckingham (2007)
notes, this knowledge is crucial in an increasingly digital world. Digital storytelling, by
virtue of its digital format, provides opportunities to discuss online safety and privacy,

an aspect that is largely absent in traditional paperback storytelling.

Digital storytelling offers an inherently rich platform for promoting digital literacy
skills. Through the development of digital navigation, media literacy, digital creation,
critical thinking, and online safety skills, digital storytelling equips children to navigate

the complex digital landscape.
Conclusion

In summary, this exploration of storytelling's significance in early childhood has shed
light on its benefits for children's cognitive, linguistic, and social development.
Through a comprehensive examination of both traditional and digital storytelling, one

has gathered insights from prominent scholars, reinforcing the enduring relevance of

5
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effective communication skills in captivating early years children. Key skills such as
expressions, eye contact, and inclusivity have been shown to foster engagement and
emotional resonance, aligning with contemporary principles of inclusivity and human-

centric communication.

Moreover, analysis of digital and paperback storytelling has highlighted the unique
attributes of each medium. Digital storytelling's interactive and multi-modal nature
offers a dynamic platform for enhancing oracy, reading, and writing skills, providing a
more engaging and versatile learning experience. In contrast, traditional paperback
storytelling primarily focuses on listening and reading, limiting opportunities for active

participation and digital content creation.

The promotion of digital literacy, as advocated by the Department for education
(2019) UK Digital Competence Framework, is intrinsically tied to digital storytelling.
This medium inherently fosters digital navigation, media literacy, digital creation,
critical thinking, and online safety skills, equipping children to navigate the digital

world effectively.

Considering the implications of this research for future practice, it is evident that a
balanced approach to early childhood education is essential. Incorporating both
traditional and digital storytelling methods can provide a well-rounded foundation for
children's development, encompassing fundamental literacy skills and digital
competencies. For future practice, it is recommended that educators and parents
continue to emphasize the cultivation of effective communication skills in storytelling,
as this remains a timeless and indispensable aspect of engaging with early years
children. Furthermore, the integration of interactive and multi-modal digital
storytelling in early childhood education should be encouraged, as it offers a more
dynamic and engaging learning experience, particularly for promoting oracy, reading,

and writing skills.

In this increasingly digital age, the need for digital literacy education is evident.
Educators should consider the incorporation of digital storytelling to develop digital
navigation, media literacy, digital creation, critical thinking, and online safety skills in
young learners. Storytelling remains a powerful tool for shaping the minds and skills
of the next generation. By embracing both traditional and digital storytelling,

empowering children to thrive in an ever-evolving and technology-driven world while
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preserving the timeless art of effective communication and the enduring magic of a

well-told story.
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