Zak jenkins 
210500
Terrorism essay 
Luke Roach 2022

Cooper  in 2011 stated to us that a definition of terrorism can be that terrorism is the international generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over the other human beings. The oxford dictionary says that terrorism is the unlawful use of violence due to political aims and objectives. According to the MI5 we can see that the definition of terrorism is very broad and hard to explain however you can see that these types of groups use violence and threats of violence to achieve their goals, these goals are normally goals that are set due to the use of someones religious beliefs. This definition of terrorism is also similar to the definition of terrorism according to the crown prosecution service(2022). The crown prosecution service believe and state that not all terrorism is down to politics  and  is not only used to scare government it is used to scare the public, however the difference between the definition of terrorism by the crown prosecution serivice and copper (2011) is that someone can be convicted of terrorism even if they have not committed the act of terrorism. If someone is caught planning or threatening to plan a terrorist attack they are still deemed as a terrorist. Terroroism has been around for centuries and you have the likes of the IRA and most recently you have Al Qaeda and the islamic state. Terrorist groups are found all over the world and in this modern society governments are trying to counter this terrorism and stop it however it has formed a so called ‘war on terror’. The war on terror was started after the horrific 9/11 attacks and according to lindsay (2001) the second that the terrorist crashed the plane into the towers the war on  terror started and the us engaged in a war on global terrorism. Most terrorist groups will have a leader who will radicalise people into thinking they are doing the right thing for the religion when in reality they are not. Most leaders will be known as salafi and will mostly preach about dictatorial oppression. The phrase dictatorial oppression will be taught in the way that these people are fighting for their freedom and a good cause. 
The reason the definition of terrorism is so hard to actually define is because although foe the act to be a terrorist attack you need to know who committed the act, who was meant to be or was was killed because of the act and you also need to look at the reason why this happened as it will be mostly political. The reason the definition of terrorism is due to the lack of research and i believe this because the united nations wrote that some definitions lack morality and legitimacy. There are multiple implications of this and it can also lead to someone people criminial or not and this is due to the politics around the iea of terrorism and if the government see something as terroirist behaviour or something happens thye are going to work hard and fast to get a case and a defendant before a moral panic is created. This is also a huge problem because it can then lead to a violation of someone's human rights, and this would only be in the efforts of counter terrorism. Counter terrorism is the worlds way of fighting terrorism and according to justice (2022) there are four main legislation supporting counter terrorism, you have the terrorism act 2000, the anti terrorism crime and secutrity act 2001, the prevention of terrorism act 2005 and also the terrorism act 2006, these all provide a framework and a body to help counter terrorism. A limitation of counter terrorism is that control orders can be put in place after the belmarsh case and it was brought in under the prevention of terrorism act 2005 and this is when the home security can put control orders on people which means they are being constantly watched and even on house arrest which can be seen as a breach of privacy. This can compared to a positive of counter terrorism as if people are watching or controlling suspected terrorists the government can learn how these people think and act and plan these attacks and hopefully this can lead to a better chance of prevention. 
According to the european parliament in 2015 many different places and governments have their own definition of the government and this may caused problems for example a school shooter in the usa is normally called a ‘lone wolf’  or an activist compared to a terrorist which they would call a group of religious people especially musilms if they acted out together. Alfonseca, 2021 writes an article that shows us that after certain events especially in america after the 9/11 attacks people who just looked like musilims were being attacked. This is called islamophobia and it is when people target muslims and abuse or attack them that they look a certain way. On the other hand these people that target muslims and seem to be doing it because they are scared, we need to ask the question of is this just pure racism or is it because people are scared or is this terrorism? Are we fighting terrorism with terrorism?

On the ninth of September 2001 a major event happened in New York city, USA. this was one of the biggest terrorists attacks known to man and had this event lead to a huge turning point in how people acted towards a certain religion and also it forced the US government to control and stop terrism pr attempted to stop terrorism around the world. After reading angerer (2022) the blog shows that there were 19 militants who hijacked the plane and drove the plane into the towers, these 19 terrorists were part of Al Queda and this is an islamic terrorist group who at the time of the attacks had a leader called Osma BIn laden. Bin laden called all the shots and coordinated the attacks for this day, however as soon as the police and US government and military started to look for him he fled back home however he was now a worldwide nightmare. Bergen (2012) wrote about the years of bin laden's life before he was killed, Osama Bin Laden  was killed in a compound in pakistan in may 2011 almost ten years after his 9/11 terror attack. He was shot and killed by US navy seals. Osama bin laden hide from the US forces and governments moving from compound to compound however bin laden did not live a life of luxury he was also not uncomfortable as he would take walks in his vegetable garden however he had a roof on it just incase a us satellite came overhead, this was one of the many reasons it took the us so long to find bin laden as he has a very clever man who never let any clear evidence of where he was hiding out.


One of the biggest terrorist groups known throughout  the world is called al-queda and these people are muslim activists who were first founded by Osama bin Laden in the late 1980s and they have been around ever since, bin laden first started to radicalise people in the 1980s until the early 2010 when he was shot and killed. The reason al qaeda was started was due to bin laden helping to fight the soviet union and when the soviets withdrew from afghanistan the country was ruled by the taliban, the group al -qaeda when merged with other islamic state groups and finally declared war on the USA. Al qaeda claim to have purity of the faith however most of the influential jihadist have been loyal to al-qaeda especially maqdisi, Abu Muhammad al Maqdisi was a palestinian who taught a leader of al-qaeda, Zarqawi must have greatly appreciated him showing the connection between one another. (glenn,2015) glenn also tells us that al-qaeda was into killing all americans and their allies, Dunn (2005) says the the hatred from al-qaeda towards americans was because of how they kept charged and ruled some of islams most holy places, al-qaeda are out to seek their land back and get revenge. They felt the Americans were humiliating its people and terrorising their people which is fascinating because the Americans see it the other way round. 
The method of terrorism used by al qaeda was very vercitile  as terrorist attacks take a long time of planning and precion to get right the method that they used was one bombings and once a plane hijak and according to jones (2020) the use of firearms was also a method used. Frank gardner (2013) wrote an article on how the use of technology and the methodology that al qaeda used to communicate, he found that before the 9/11 attacks osma bin laden and his terrorist group were comunicating via secret platforms however these were very unlikely to be traced. He then moved on to news reports and videos posting online to followers and was targeting vulnerable people who could be radicalised and be used to his advantage if they were in america for example one boy was radicalised and then posted a youtube video of how to build a bomb. 

Terrorism and the use of bombing both come hand in had as according to the cps in 2022 terrorist acts was various amounts of different things for example terrorist acts can include:
· Serious violence against one or more people
· Serious damage to property, this is more likely to be religious places of worship for example a church or a mosque.
· Serious harm to the attacker and others around them foe example some terrorist organisations like to blow themselves up as well as the people around them. 
This shows us that the al qaeda terroristgroup fits into the description and the terrorist act of 2000 however there are some reasons to believe that these are extremists and not terrorists, the internation crisis group (2022) believe that the actions taken by some terrorist groups including the al quaeda group is just an ongoing war between some extremist of the muslim or islamic culture and the affects of what the american military has done to the countries and these people will call themselves freedome fighters for this cause. This then becomes a huge problem for the world's government because it makes the fight against these people a lot harder and more complicated because they are so hard to track down.

 After all of my further reading and research i have come to the conclusion that terrorism has a very broad definition and because it is so broad it is very hard to define, however there are many different types of terrorism and these are seen and are consistent the whole way throughout multiple definitions so i believe that coppers definition in 2011 is the one that all people should follow. 
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