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INTRODUCTION:

County borders and gang - related crime are two examples of a complicated social issue that spans the criminal justice system and touches on a verity of fields, including; sociology, psychology, urban studies, and public health. A naturally diverse subject matter, county line studies illuminate the ways in which urban criminal networks spread into rural regions, prey on the vulnerable and subvert established law enforcement agencies. (National Crime Agency, 2024)
Analysing county lines and crimes associated with gangs is not only relevant, but this topic would be highly beneficial because it offers insight into the evolving nature of organised crime, the socioeconomic forces that drive it, and the unique narratives that are at its foundations. According to the Home Affairs Committee (2019), their investigation heard compelling evidence regarding the relationship between the shifting drug market and serious violence, including the ways that violent organised crime groups are abusing children and adolescents to distribute narcotics and engage in illicit activity. Subsequently, this will offer a chance to investigate law enforcement approaches to intervention, prevention, and rehabilitation. 
From an academic standpoint, the study of county lines and the range of gang-related activities that accompany it, means the researcher will be confronted with a complex, pressing issue that is modern. It necessitates a critical assessment of law enforcement efficiency, policy, and the wider ramifications for the communities these illicit organisations effect (College of Policing, 2014). This topic therefore not only adds to the body of knowledge in academia but also reflects the need for thoughtful and practical social solutions to one of the most important criminal issues of our day. 
The significance of this research lies in the obvious correlation between gang-related activities and higher rates of violence, such as knife and gun crimes, which jeopardise community safety and security (White, 2021). Such activities are spreading beyond county lines, which suggests that these problems are becoming national issues. Gangs frequently take advantage of the weakest segments of society, such as young people, by enlisting them in illegal operations, thereby impacting the vulnerable populations (NSPCC, 2023). There is also a requirement for a knowledge advancement, while considerable research has already been conducted on the subject, more research is required to keep up with the dynamic changes in gang-related activity.
Given the subject’s increasing nature and scope, this research is not just timely but also critical. Uba and Stendahl (2020) describe that in order to address the issue at both local and national levels, it is believed that a deeper comprehension of the problems surrounding county lines and gang-related crime, could potentially lead to solutions. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
My research will focus on the following areas; examining the historical development of county lines and gang dynamics over a given period of time. To evaluate the efficiency of law enforcement tactics in resolving gang proliferation and county lines.
As well as, to assess the effects of rising juvenile criminality on communities, and the resources available to law enforcement. Additionally, to evaluate how different authorities’ legal systems manage youth offences, associated with gangs and county lines, also the resources and training that law enforcement organisations have access to. Finally, outline comparative case studies of various law enforcement organisations dealing with gang and county lines, thereby ascertain the difficulties and optimal approaches.

The following data will need to be gathered; Historical Information, gathered from scholarly research, law enforcement records, and other trustworthy historical sources, concerning the origins and development trends of county lines and gangs.
Socioeconomic studies, including research papers and socioeconomic assessments, describe the conditions in which gangs and county lines thrive.
Crime Statistics: compile data from official databases with an emphasis on gang activity, county boundaries, and juvenile crime.
Assessing Neighbourhood Projects and documentation, rehabilitation, and community-based preventive programmes.
Analysing comprehensive case studies and after-action reports from law enforcement organisations addressing gang and county boundaries.
Finally, interviewing or survey, police officers, social workers, and community activists who deal directly and in-directly with gang dynamics and county line operations.

	LITERATURE REVIEW:

According to White (2021) the county lines phenomenon has been developing since the 1990’s, or as then it was known as “going to the country”, which has been grooming young and vulnerable members of the community into drug or violent crime. The author produces a well written article highlighting how young people become involved in this line of crime, where it has stemmed from and how Covid-19 has aided in the escalation of youth related crime. Overall, the article produces an insight on how susceptible youth are, as well as how difficult breaking the cycle can be when there is narcotics and money at the heart of county lines. In the same way authors Williams and Finlay (2019), expand on this by emphasising the growth of county lines, stating that forty-six thousand young people aged ten to eighteen are thought to be involved in activities related to gangs and county lines. Furthermore, demonstrating the terrible effects county lines have on the young people of society as well as their communities. The authors also claim that youth who are involved in county lines, have a higher likelihood of committing more serious crimes when they age.  Williams and Finlay (2019) also refer to how imperative it is, to uphold the elevated calibre of training observed in law enforcement organisations, since they promptly detect and address individuals who may be vulnerable to gang involvement, thereby averting grave consequences. 
Another essential point has been presented by Hurley and Boulton (2021), the writers discuss what stance law enforcement agencies are taking to challenge and prevent youth crime linked to county lines. For instance, Project Engage which saw Greater Manchester Police receive funding from the Home Office, to advance development of early intervention and prevention techniques targeted at youth engaged in organised crime. However, this is a project that was created back in 2015 in only one part of the UK, therefore it would be essential to research more recent projects spanning a wide scope of the country. 
Harding (2020) discusses in his book how over the past ten years, the scholarly understanding of county lines has been slow to develop, this is partially because structural changes are difficult to detect, also drug markets are not uniformed. The author adds that previous research on drug related gangs, at the turn of the century concentrated more on the social environment; but, in the five years since the book’s publication, criminology, drug abuse and the establishment of county lines have become increasingly closely connected. 
Overall, the matter of county lines is a broad subject that has attracted the interest of many authors and writers. Numerous studies have been conducted on the subject, providing insight into the conditions that lead to youth involvement, the strategies employed by criminal organisations to take advantage of weak people, and the effects of county lines operations on local communities and society at large. The complexity of this criminal activity has been explored by the authors as mentioned previously, who have offered insightful analysis that has improved our comprehension. By their writings, these authors add to the continuing discussion about county lines, guiding attempts to create policies and implement actions meant to address this important problem.



	 
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

In this research project, I will be utilising multiple choice questionnaires as well as written short answer surveys. 
Surveys and questionnaires are commonly utilised in research methods, as they allow for efficiency in collecting the data and results, from a vast number of participants in a rapid timeframe. The significant amount of data that can be collected so quickly, can assist in the meaningful conclusion of the research. Not only will surveys allow for efficiency, but they can also demonstrate standardization of questions, thereby results. By using standardized questionnaires and surveys it will ensure the results of the data is valid and reliable. 
Compared to other research methods, like interviews, producing and distributing either paper or digital copied surveys and questionnaires, is not only cost effective but also less time consuming for the researcher and participants. 
Surveys and questionnaires are ideal for gathering quantitative data, which may then be statistically analysed to spot patterns and trends, as well as provide a first party understanding of how law enforcement is handling the rise of youth crime.
Despite surveys and questionnaires having advantages, it is vital to take into account their drawbacks, as there is a possibility of low response rates and potentially bias data.    



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

Public participants, police officers, specialists’ departments and police staff will all receive surveys and questionnaires during this study project. This will be done in an effort to find patterns and trends in each group's knowledge of county boundaries and youth related crime. There will be comparisons in results between response officers' and specialist officers' due to their knowledge of county lines, compared to that of police staff and members of the public, as officers encounter youth crime and county lines on a frequent basis.  It will also be helpful to evaluate how knowledgeable the public is about these issues compared to the police, and how personable the police are to the people should they want to report county lines in their neighbourhood. 
The questionnaire and surveys will be thoughtfully created to collect a range of viewpoints from each respondent, guaranteeing an impartial and thorough evaluation of the research subject. Approximately twenty to thirty people will receive the questionnaires and surveys, either in paper format or digitally, this will yield the highest quality of qualitative data. 
This research endeavour carries a risk of ethical issues, since it requires the opinions of police officers, specialists and staff, the polls will be anonymous, to achieve best results. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
The researcher will undertake a careful analysis of confidentiality and permission, when addressing the ethical concerns surrounding police officers and staff answering surveys or questionnaires on sensitive subjects like county lines and gang-related violence. Police officers and staff need to make sure that their answers do not jeopardise ongoing investigations or the privacy of any witness or victim. Secondly, participation permission must be freely given and informed. Any surveys or questionnaires will be completed anonymous in order to fulfil the ethical requirement to preserve respondents' identity. Transparency is also required regarding the implications of the usage of the data that has been obtained. 


	TIME SCALE:
The estimated timeline for this research project is to be allocated into sections, with a main sub focus, each section taking up to four weeks to complete. As well as an additional six weeks specifically for data collection and analysis from the surveys and questionnaires. There may be a requirement for flexibility dependant on the project’s complexity, some sections might require adjustment in the timeline. 
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