This chosen extract is a chapter in Dudo of St Quentin’s history of the Normans, also known as Gesta Normannorum. Dudo’s work has been viewed as largely unreliable, certainly older historians such as David C. Douglas viewed it as such[footnoteRef:1], but more recent historians such as Christopher Allmand have re-evaluated this work and decided it can be somewhat reliable. [1:  D. C. Douglas, ‘Rollo of Normandy’, The English Historical Review, vol. 57 (1942), pp. 417-436. ] 

It is important to know why Dudo wrote this, who he wrote it for and how reliable the text is. In a previous chapter it is explained that Dudo was asked by Richard I to record Norman history and it was completed early into Richard II’s reign[footnoteRef:2]. This is important to know because this history of the Normans was written for the Norman court to read, so it is likely that dudo, like most sources at this time, is going to be biased towards the people paying him. Some could argue that this text is not reliable and should not be used, according to Douglas this text gets the wrong date for when Rollo enters Rouen, and instead of 876 he suggests that the earliest possible date is in fact 900 CE[footnoteRef:3], when discussing the year dudo proposed Douglas says “it is completely false and must be set aside together with the whole of Dudo’s story respecting the adventures of Rollo”[footnoteRef:4]. So clearly to some this text is not deemed worthy to look at, however others such as Allmand and Robert Helmerichs view Dudo’s work as worthy of review and despite some flaws whether it be the presentation or some inaccuracies it is deemed a good source because it gives a vibrant and sometimes in-depth look into Norman life[footnoteRef:5]. [2:  E. Christiansen ‘Dudo of St Quentin: History of the Normans’ (Suffolk: Woodbridge, 1998)]  [3:  Douglas ‘Rollo of Normandy’, P. 424]  [4:  Ibid., P. 424]  [5:  R. Helmerichs, ‘Speculum’ Speculum, vol. 76 (2001), pp. 153-154] 

In the Apostrophe Dudo both praises the Normans and compares them to Wild animals, he makes the Normans seem like good Christians then refers back to their Norse backgrounds. The apostrophe is arguably the best part of the chosen chapter to look at, it contains a lot of subtext and gives insight into what Dudo thought of the Normans. The importance of the Normans being compared to a wolf is the fact that a wolf is a wild, vicious, and is an untameable animal and to many people, especially those who lived in coastal areas of Francia, that is what they saw the Normans as, they were still seen as foreign raiders[footnoteRef:6]. The fact that Dudo said “let the fierce wolf graze at the same time in the sheep’s field”[footnoteRef:7] shows that he does not believe the Normans to be equal or similar in culture to the French, this is the idea of a wolf in sheep’s clothing, no matter how much the Normans pretend, they are still the ‘barbaric’ people they were before they came to France. The comparison to a wolf is also used to undermine their Christian appearance, in Norse mythology there are several wolves but the most significant is Fenrir, who is supposed to kill Odin at the time of Ragnarök[footnoteRef:8]. Dudo is suggesting that the Normans were still pagan at heart, this can also be supported by Dudo’s account of Rollo bringing the body of a virgin tp the altar of Saint Vedast, this act has links to the Norse religion in which sacrifices were often made. [6:  Helmrichs ‘Speculum’ p. 153]  [7:  Christiansen ‘Dudo of St Quentin: history of the Normans’ ]  [8:  Encyclopaedia Britannica (2018) ‘Fenrir’ Available at: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Fenrir (Accessed 1st November 2018)] 

Dudo portrays Rollo as a noble and somewhat pious person, this is seen by Rollo supposedly turning away from the monastery of Saint Peter, the fact that Rollo had a dream-vision of Rouen, and that Rollo acquired Rouen through Christ’s gift. The act of having a vision is both a link to Charlemagne and to many Christian saints, an example being Saint Francis of Assisi[footnoteRef:9]. But the likelihood of any of these things happening is debatable, this was a time before Rollo was a Christian and he came to France to raid and to get wealthy, so Rollo would of most likely attacked the monastery as this was what most Norse raiders did at this time, an example of this is the raid on Lindisfarne[footnoteRef:10].Again, since this was in a time before Rollo was Christian it is unlikely that he had a vision bringing him to Rouen and it is doubtful that Rouen was a gift from Christ. These statements from Dudo are attempts at portraying the Normans, who are considered a new and foreign people to the area, as similar to the franks, and to try to alter a fairly short history into one that would be acceptable to most Europeans at the time. [9:  Catholic Online (2018) ‘St. Francis of Assisi’ Available at: https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=50 (Accessed 2nd November 2018)]  [10:  English Heritage (N/A) ‘The Viking raid on Lindisfarne’ Available at: https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/lindisfarne-priory/History/viking-raid/ (Accessed 2nd November 2018)] 

Another important part of this text is when Rollo gets off his ship and sees Rouen “he saw its monuments laid in ruins, and large stones torn away from sanctuaries, churches shaken from their foundations and walls smashed on every side”[footnoteRef:11]. Dudo is clearly describing the destruction Rollo has caused. The area around Rouen and all along the river Seine were frequent places for raids by Scandinavian groups, this is something that had been happening for several decades before Rollo arrived[footnoteRef:12]. And although Dudo is not specifically saying it, Rollo was most likely the cause of the destruction since he was pillaging the local land before he was given ownership of Normandy. Another part of Dudo’s text that supports the idea of Rollo being destructive and unchristian like in his actions is in the apostrophe Francia is described as ‘devoured by war’ and the ‘populace broken’. This could be referring to the fighting between the three Frankish kingdoms, or it could be referring to the ever-increasing raids onto Frankish lands[footnoteRef:13]. It is likely to be about the Viking raids, and if it is then it could be Dudo is blaming Rollo for what he has done. [11:  Christiansen ‘Dudo of St Quentin: history of the Normans’]  [12:  Cornell University Library. (2018) ‘World of the West Norse: Vikings in England and France’ Available at: http://guides.library.cornell.edu/c.php?g=32286&p=203484 (Accessed 1st November 2018)]  [13:  E. Albu The Normans in their Histories. (Suffolk: Woodbridge, 2001)
] 

From looking at this text a person can learn a lot about the Normans, you would be able to learn what the Normans would want you to think of them, such as being devout Christians and fierce warriors. But you can also gather from this text that the Normans perhaps did not act as traditional Christians, or at least that is how they were viewed by some, that they pillaged and destroyed the land they would come to own, and that at certain times, the Normans would act treacherously.
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