When I say the phrase, ‘Welsh culture’ what comes to mind? Is it daffodils, leeks, dragons, castles, pretty much all things mythological? Or is it Welsh language? This could be arguably a key part of Welsh culture as it has been around for thousands of years. However, without the historical developments of the Welsh language, the language could have also been viewed as mythological, as if it never existed. Today I will be discussing the historical developments of the welsh language, advantages, and disadvantages of being bilingual and policies relating to bilingualism in Wales. At the end of this presentation, you may take away a different opinion of why the Welsh language is important to keep alive. 
So, what does bilingualism mean? According to (Nordquist, 2020) Bilingualism is the ability of an individual or the members of a community to use two languages effectively. A lot of Welsh speakers in Wales can speak both English and Welsh based on our society. But where did the Welsh language originate and why is there so little Welsh people that can speak the language? 
The Welsh language is from the Celtic language which was spoken and developed by ancient Britons. This language was spoke across Europe even going as far as Turkey before the Roman invasion which was around 600 B.C. (Jacob, 2017 ) Fast forward to the middle ages, English started to become more of a common language in Wales due to immigration after the defeat of Welsh leader defeat of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, prince of Wales and throughout the middle ages, legal transactions were in the English language, meaning that Welsh speakers would need to adapt. In 1536, the Act of Union was created meaning that England and Wales were united as one. This Act made it difficult for Welsh speakers as all courts in Wales were English language and those who speak Welsh should have no public office. This deterred people from speaking Welsh a lot more. As English language became more spoken across wales, this had a negative impact on Welsh and those who only spoke Welsh were seen as peasants and illiterate. Positive outcomes for the Welsh language only started to arise during the 80s and onwards. A census in 1991 showed that only 18.6% knew the Welsh language, and therefore, the government wanted to make a change in reviving the Welsh language. (Davies, 2004 )
With that baring in mind, there has been several policies in place to revive and include the Welsh language in a Wales. The one I will be focusing on is Cymraeg 2050. The overall aim of this policy is to get 1 million Welsh speakers by the year of 2050. The government have set out strategies of how to increase the number of welsh speakers. This includes expanding welsh-medium early years provision in nursery, to then smoothly transition children in welsh-medium education. Increasing the proportion of each school year group receiving welsh-medium education from 22-30%. 
The government are planning to increase the number of teachers able to speak welsh from 2,900, to 3.900 by 2031 and then 5,200 by 2050. Increasing opportunities for young people to use their bilingual skills after education. The welsh government should also lead by example by promoting and facilitating welsh by their own workforce. These are some of the strategies that the government will try to implement. This policy reflects the importance of the welsh language and are trying to use their best efforts to keep the language alive. The government are supporting those who can speak Welsh by providing work opportunities and different opportunities within the community. Those who want to become educators in Wales should understand the importance of needing to speak Welsh as there may be more opportunities for Welsh speakers and may put candidates at an advantage. (Welsh Government , 2018 )
Other than more job opportunities, what are the advantages and disadvantages of being bilingual? According to a study, those who are bilingual have more of an attention span compared to monolinguals, which means those who can speak two languages can concentrate and are not as easily distracted. (Kousaie, 2006 ) Another advantage shown by those who are bilingual is that they are metalinguistic. In simple terms this means that those individuals have more of an awareness of others as listeners and can recognise significant details that indicate changes in speech. (Bialystok, 2012) However, there may be disadvantages to being bilingual. If the minority language isn’t spoken enough, the individual may lose the skills to speak the language. Another disadvantage could be that some individuals may be semilingual. Meaning that they can speak two language but neither of them fluent enough to have full knowledge. This could result in struggles to education, work, and society because they may not meet standards set in place for education and the workforce. Conversations may be disengaging because they are not fluent enough in those languages, resulting in basic human connections. (Cunningham, 2011)
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Theory and Practice 
Theory Speaker notes

Practice- the welsh language is used during day-to-day activities in school, such as breakfast club, break, playground games, fruit tuck shop. 
Practitioners use praise to encourage pupils to use their welsh skills (Estyn, 2020) - praise theory- Child’s achievement in school depends on the child’s motivation in the academic area. Process praise helps create a link between engagement in the classroom, and therefore will encourage children to part-take in classroom activities and therefore, leading to rich classroom experiences and children getting the best out of their education. (Pomerantz, 2013 ) 
However there has been some debate whether praise works or not. One study conducted by (Owen, et al., 2012 ) suggested that when using praise and rewards to encourage good behaviour, it had a mixed response where some children would react positively, and others did not. However, when using reprimand and negative nonverbal responses this resulted in greater compliance, surprisingly. On the contrary, a study conducted by (Balliet, et al., 2011)  suggested that rewards and praise encouraged cooperation in a positive way. Although it is suggested that rewards and praise may not encourage compliance, it does encourage cooperation which implies that children are encouraged to communicate and engage with rewards in place. Furthermore, to benefit a child’s development in welsh, praise in welsh can be an effective way as it is teaching the child new vocabulary and are encouraged to use their skills to gain rewards and appreciation. Referring back to Pomerantz, 2013, the study showed that praise and reward had mixed reactions. So, this therefore demonstrates that every child is different, and praise does not work for all and will need to find new strategies to suit the child.  

Practitioners use a mixture of welsh into their daily practice- for example, praise is in welsh and doing the dinner list. Making early connections to what the welsh words mean. Practitioners usually keep the incidental language phrases short and often give additional prompts if children are unsure or do not understand. This vocabulary is practised regularly and consolidated throughout the session within the daily routine of the class.  HELPWR HEDDIW- common practice in schools in wales. . As children progress through the Foundation Phase, the ‘helpwr heddiw’ questions become progressively more challenging to ensure progression in their language learning. Further, one school is demonstrating effective practice teaching welsh by Welsh reading introduced in library club- helps pronunciation- children start to relate English and welsh words together. Opportunities for older pupils in primary schools to read welsh texts to younger pupils- improves confidence in a different language- -will be more likely to speak it using day to day activities.  (Estyn , 2020 ) One theory that supports this practice is Noam Chomsky’s theory of Universal Grammar. This theory explains that when learning a language, it should be split into grammatical categories including noun category and a verb category which can facilitate the entire language to then process in children. The universal grammar theory is considered to contain all needed grammatical information needed to form sentences. For example practicing nouns such as (BOY) and a verb ( to run) the child can then combine this information from the new language and make it into a correct phrase, for example, the boy runs. (Ambridge, 2011) The reason this theory relates to this practice is that by using praises for objects and instructions in the classroom will encourage them to construct their own sentences and are able to make sense of what is being said to them. They may also recognise language patterns and eventually understand what you are saying. This could be down to the child breaking down the sentence grammatically and depicting it to make sense to them. The child can then construct the sentence, so they understand the new vocabulary in their own way as demonstrated in the universal grammar theory. 
A theory that relates to good bilingualism practice is Baker’s theory of the 3 components of attitude. The first component is thoughts and beliefs, the second is affective which means the feelings we have towards something. The third is readiness for action which is a plan of action created by defined circumstances. The reason this theory relates to practice just stated is that if you speak more of a unfamiliar language to a child, they will start to pick it up and use it themselves. Therefore, encourages confidence to use and try again. If the child believes that they are confident in speaking sentences in welsh, they may then believe that it has benefits to being able to speak welsh, especially is the child is education about culture. This could result in the child wanting to learn more welsh because of the gained confidence and will support them to becoming bilingual. 
However, this theory can also show the negative components of attitude. For example, if the child’s parents believe that Welsh is unnecessary to learn, the child may develop the same attitude, and may feel bored, annoyed, or frustrated that they are learning something they do not want to learn. This is where practitioners need to step in and show off the benefits of learning a new language and making sessions fun so that the attitude will change and they can engage in their learning. (Baker, 1992 ) By including welsh and making it seem normal to speak will then further encourage use of the language. 
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