Summary of Black, P. & Wiliam, D. (1998) Assessment and Classroom Learning, Assessment in Education 5 (1), 7 – 74

Research indicates that improving learning through assessment depends on five deceptively simple factors:

· The provision of effective feedback to students.

· The active involvement of students in their own learning.

· Adjusting teaching to take into account results of assessment.

· A recognition of the profound influence assessment has on the motivation and self esteem of students.

· The need for students to be able to assess themselves and understand how to improve.

At the same time, there are several inhibiting factors:

· A tendency for teachers to assess quantity of work and presentation rather than quality of learning.

· Greater attention to marking and grading, much of it tending to lower the self esteem of students rather than provide advice for improvement.

· Teachers” feedback to students often serves social and managerial purposes rather than to help the students learn more effectively.

· Teachers not knowing enough about their students’ learning needs.

Characteristics of assessment that promotes learning:

· It is imbedded in a view of teaching and learning of which it is an essential part.

· It involves sharing learning goals with students.

· It helps students know and recognise the standards they are aiming for.

· It involves students in self assessment.

· It provides feedback which helps students recognise their next steps and how to take them.

· It is underpinned by confidence that every child can improve.

· It involves both the teachers and students reviewing and reflecting on assessment data.

So what is happening in classrooms when assessment is being used to help learning?

· Observation – this includes listening to how students describe their work and their reasoning.

· Questioning – using open ended questions, phrased to invite students to explore their ideas and their reasoning.

· Setting tasks in a way that requires students to use certain skills and apply ideas.

· Asking students to communicate their learning through drawings, actions, role play, concept mapping, as well as writing.

· Discussing words and how they are used.
Professional reading activity – Black & Wiliam

Reflect on what Black and Wiliam describe as the five deceptively simple factors that can improve student achievement.

In thinking about your own assessment practice how do you incorporate the following factors?

· The provisions of effective feedback to students.

· The active involvement of students in their own learning.

· Adjusting teaching to take into account results of assessment.

· A recognition of the profound influence assessment has on the motivation and self esteem of students.

· The need for students to be able to assess themselves and understand how to improve.

