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John Muir (1838-1914)
	In 1849 he moved from Scotland, with his family, to America to live on a farm. As the eldest son he was expected to work throughout the year on the hardest jobs. This experience shaped the rest of his life. John Muir wrote in his boyhood reminiscence ‘the sudden splash into pure wildness baptism in natures warm heart- how utterly happy it made us’ (Bade 1924). Early life tough Muir to appreciate the “humanity” of animals and forced him to develop a strong work ethic. He learnt that mental and physical toughness was beneficial for a life in the outdoors. 
	In 1861 he studied at the University of Wisconsin. On leaving university he spent six years exploring America on foot until settling in Yosemite for 2 years. While at Yosemite he began exploring for signs of glaciers and began to publish articles in leading magazines. The following years saw the continuation of his writing career followed by the establishment of his own ranch. He campaigned during this time for the protection of the wild environment of America.
	Muir spent his life building on his early interest in the natural world by successfully campaigning to protect the animals and plants of wilderness areas.   He was instrumental in the formation of the Yosemite National Park, California in 1890. In 1892 he was co-founder of the Sierra Club and remained the clubs president for the rest of his life. He also published many books including the title ‘Our National Parks’ (Muir 1901). His campaigning played a major role in the establishment of the national parks of America. 
	His legacy lives on today in America and the United Kingdom. In the UK the John Muir Trust is a leading conservation charity in his homeland of Scotland that also spreads to other parts of the UK. Their aims are to teach people about the value of wilderness areas and to protect and improve the areas for people and wildlife. 
	 In the United Kingdom the John Muir award aims to educate by encouraging people to discover, explore, conserve and share wild places. The award is open to all and encourages all to develop an awareness of adventure, exploration and responsibility for invaluable wild places. The scheme is inclusive and allows participants to experience the natural environment in a variety of ways. Conservation projects and outdoor pursuits are undertaken and reports produced. 
	John Muir was a hugely influential character during his lifetime. His vision to protect wild places has been invaluable in the development of national parks in America and UK and has supported the development of outdoor education.
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