For the sake of morale, should more attention have been given to providing British soldiers in the trenches of World War One with regular nourishing food, rather than a reliable postal service.
Discuss

In The trenches of the First World War morale was a fleeting commodity. For troops on the frontlines, far away from home, reassurance was as good as a hot meal, or so seemed the consensus of the British officers at the time. In this essay I intend to discuss the importance of food and communication provided to the troops for the sake of morale and how these were prioritized during The Great War.
Food, is of course a must have for any endeavour, military or otherwise. ‘An army marches on its stomach’ (Oxford reference. 2017) as Napoleon Bonaparte is attributed to have said. The importance of nourishing and good quality food is a necessity. As was the case for a Lieutenant Leonard.V.Bartlett. An Australian signaller who served in the battle of Gallipoli, who noted his loss of morale in his personal diary. 
‘Salmon for Brekker, what joy, my luck is really in today.’(Mitchell Library. 2000) Was his entry on the 9th of July 1915, this, when compared to his entry nine days later shows not only a change in his moods but also his health as ‘while suffering from one of his regular bouts of dysentery he declares:’(The Conversation. 2016) ‘Feelg. rotten all day & existed on dried biscuits & tea.’(Mitchell Library. 2000) These two quotes show a clear fluctuation of mood based upon diet.
‘The most effective weapon used during World War One wasn’t the shell or the tank, it was morale. The British Army believed that it was crucial to an allied victory, and it looked to the Post Office for help.’(BBC iwonder. 2010) During World War One the safe delivery of mail to the front lines took priority over many other focuses. Comfort being a very hard to come by resource during the period, contact from loved ones became a lifeline for soldiers on the western front. Due to this high priority, at the height of the war More than four tonnes of letters were delivered each day to soldiers serving in the front lines. It took a total of two days for a letter to be sent from Britain and received in the trenches. However the priority given to the post worked as more than just a comfort and morale boost to the troops. It also served to provide the families back home with what was effectively propaganda, causing a morale boost not only on the western front but the home front also. (BBC iwonder. 2010)
To conclude, it boils down to a contest of practicality weighed against public interest. From a strictly practical point of view good food and other provisions are clearly the more sensible commodity to cater for. However, when taking into account that unlike many wars previously the first world war was essentially fought not only on the front lines but also on the home front there is a definite sense that prioritising the postal service was an ingenious tactical manoeuvre. 
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