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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children, please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).. 


The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA 2014), creates the legislative framework for providing services to individuals in Wales with an emphasis on early intervention, empowerment and partnership working. It also includes regulations and codes of practice.  A social work professional has a responsibility to work within this legal framework necessitating them to have a thorough understanding of the laws pertaining to adult and child safety. 

According to Article three of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), the child’s best interest must always come first in any decisions involving children regardless of whether it is made by public or private social welfare organisations, courts of law, administrative agencies or legislative bodies. These rights have been acknowledged by the Welsh Government as the bedrock of all policies pertaining to children and young people. 

Safeguarding children is “everybody’s responsibility”, as highlighted in Section 130 of the SSWBA 2014, which mandates "relevant partners" of a local authority to notify the authority and collaborate with the authority if they have reasonable grounds to suspect a child is at risk of abuse, neglect, or other forms of harm and requires care and support, irrespective of whether the authority meets those needs. The All Wales Practice Guides (Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board, 2020) support individuals and agencies across Wales to understand their responsibilities and roles in facilitating the implementation of legislation and guidance while standardising safeguarding practices across all agencies.

Part 7 of the SSWBA 2014, outlined in Working Together to Safeguard People Volume 1 – Introduction and Overview (Welsh Government (WG), 2016), offers guidance specifically on safeguarding. Section 131(1) provides the definition of an adult at risk, mandates the reporting of adults and children at risk, and imposes an obligation on local authorities to investigate, while section 132 establishes the National Independent Safeguarding Board. Safeguarding boards have two roles: prevention and protection.

Regional safeguarding children boards oversee local child protection policies and procedures, provide advice to local safeguarding boards, monitor the effectiveness of safeguarding arrangements and make recommendations about how arrangements can be improved. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) serves not to replace but act alongside and strengthen the SSWB (Wales) Act 2014. These procedures ensure that statutory guidance is standardised across all agencies. Professionals and agencies should aim to provide the best outcomes for children at risk.

Section 47 of The Children Act 1989 gives children’s social care a duty to make enquiries to decide whether they should take action to safeguard or promote the welfare of a child who is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm. These will be an outcome of a Strategy Discussion and can be Joint Agency (Police & Social Care) or Single Agency (Police or Social Care). 

Following the strategy discussion, if it is concluded that there is evidence to support the concern that the child is at risk of significant harm, a Child Protection meeting will be held with multi-agency professionals to decide what plans need to be put in place to safeguard the child. A safety plan will then be put in place.

515 words







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


After the enactment of the Social Service and Wellbeing Wales Act 2014 (SSWBA) adult safeguarding was given equal importance to safeguarding children. The SSWBA now covers both adults at risk and children making it mandatory to report and investigate concerns related to their safety. Additionally, the SSWBA focuses on prevention and early intervention, for both adults and children aiming to improve outcomes for individuals. This highlights the role of safeguarding in all aspects of social work.

The National Independent Safeguarding Board oversees the local safeguarding team in authorities ensuring practices for both adult and child safeguarding.

Although there are differences in how an "adult at risk" and a "child at risk”' are defined the concept of abuse or neglect remains largely similar. However, there is a distinction concerning consent. According to the SSWBA 2014 the consent of an adult plays a role in determining actions when addressing a safeguarding concern or allegation. In contrast under The Children Act 1989 while considering a child’s feelings and views is important professional intervention can take place without consent from the child. This grants intervention powers, within child safeguarding.

Conversely, when it comes to ensuring the safety of adults, professionals often face decisions when they have limited authority to intervene if the adult in question has the capacity to make decisions and chooses not to participate in a safeguarding investigation.

Another difference lies in how the Mental Capacity Act 2005's applied. In cases of adult safeguarding where the adult lacks the capacity to give consent for a safeguarding investigation professionals can proceed with an inquiry in the interest of the adult under this act. This allows them to step in and take measures if necessary. However, it's important to note that this act does not apply to children under 16 years old and is not integrated into their safeguarding process.

Under the Children Act 1989 local authorities are required to carry out section 47 inquiries and take charge of leading them excluding involvement, from parties. On the contrary in adult safeguarding processes local authorities have the option to involve a party in conducting investigations and gathering information while following co production principles as outlined in the Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014.
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