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Introduction
The law and order of a country speaks for the government's responsibility towards the people and the society. The legal procedures are significant in providing justice to the victims and regulating unlawful activities in society. The legal justice system essentially includes some public policies to ensure justice for all. The discussion in the essay will shed light on the concept of civil legal aid in the UK along with its availability and eligibility. The Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 will be analysed critically to understand the changes made by it along with the reasons behind them. The impacts of this act on the civil legal aid of the United Kingdom will be demonstrated with statistical data and critical evaluation of the act. Some suggestions to resolve the damaging impacts of the act will be provided in the discussion followed by a conclusive remark.


Discussion
Civil legal aid is funding for the legal costs of civil cases and it gives legal advocacy and assistance to those people who cannot afford it. The civil cases refer to the non-criminal cases that are dealt with in the country court and sometimes the complex cases go to the high court of the UK. Civil legal aid helps poor people represent their cases in court or to the tribunals with monetary funding for the process. The aim is to maintain justice in the legal system by providing support and assistance to poor people and keeping the system accessible to all economic groups of society. The availability of civil legal aid depends on the disposable income criteria of the people and also the merit of the civil case. Civil legal aid is provided only after examining the case and checking if the person is charged with a criminal case or not (gov, 2024). The eligibility criteria for civil and criminal legal aid are different in the United Kingdom. Hence, the person who seeks civil legal aid has to answer some general questions about the legal issue. The person has to provide details about his or her income statement to match the criteria of availability as it is provided to only those who cannot afford the legal services themselves (gov, 2024). A case has to come under the types of civil legal dispute that are mentioned in Schedule 1 part 1 of the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 to be eligible for civil legal aid. Matters such as educational needs, protection of children, mental health, domestic violence, immigration, housing, family disputes and many others come under the scope of civil legal aid in the UK. Legal aids were introduced in 1949 as a pillar of the welfare state and almost 80% of the population was eligible for the aid at that time. There have been significant changes in the eligibility criteria and the scenario changed over the years to reach a number of 29% in 2008 (chambersstudent, 2024). Moreover, the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 came with many changes to the eligibility scope. However, exceptional cases that do not fall under the scope of civil legal aid still get the services based on the merits and finance criteria (commonslibrary, 2022).

The Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 came into force in April 2013 with some changes to the legal aid system for both criminal and civil cases. The reasons behind the changes were to make further provisions about the legal funding system and make detailed lists of the costs provided as the legal funding (legislation, 2024). The act removed some scopes of civil cases from the eligibility criteria and introduced a telephone gateway for easy access to legal advice in cases such as education, debt and discrimination. The financial eligibility criteria were made more restrictive and exceptional case funding was introduced by the act. The purpose of the exceptional case funding was to provide safety and assurance to the people whose legal cases fall out of the scope of civil legal aid funding according to the new change. However, it was only for those people whose cases would have breached the convention or the EU law rights if the funding was not provided. The restrictions for getting civil legal aid were made to save the costs of the scheme and to stop unnecessary expenses for the people who can afford the legal service. There were some significant reforms to the criminal justice system as well that were intended by the act. The pre-court disposals of penalty notice, final warning, and reprimand were taken away and replaced with other rules. A community resolution system was introduced to make the dealings of non-severe crime easier by making the offenders resolve the issue. The act introduced youth caution by the Staffordshire Youth Offending Service to deal with the cases and provide support. The purpose was to give chances of changes to the offender, however, the cases were made to go for the court appearance when the offenders do not cooperate with the support program. A youth conditional caution was introduced that included paying a fine, repairing the damages, explaining the offence to the victim, doing an offending behaviour program and more (Case and Haines, 2021). The reason behind this change was to make society more responsible and considerate before committing a crime. However, the changes made by the act have majorly impacted the effectiveness of the legal system and made many people unable to access the necessary legal services (staffordshire, 2024).
 

The changes for civil legal aid by the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 have been quite dissatisfactory and damaging to the justice system of the country. Many legal firms across the country had to close the operations of funding for civil legal aid after the act came into force. Millions of people suffered from the lack of legal aid providers in their local area. Almost 59% of the law centres and agencies for legal advice and funding were closed by 2013. This affected the people who were eligible for civil legal aid even after the changes as they did not get support providers in their area. The cases of social welfare and family disputes faced a major lack of support as the number of civil cases supported by the advice agencies dropped from 1 million to 100,000. The number of social welfare service providers decreased to almost 21% by 2022 (lawsociety, 2024). The consequences were bound to be faced by the common people as it was intended to mitigate the issues of budget deficit of the country. The act was introduced by the coalition of the liberal democrat political party by Nick Clegg and the conservative party by David Cameron. Expenses on the common people were cut down to meet the broader aims prioritised by the parties. The opposition, the Labour Party argued the major consequences of the act by stating that it would make the vulnerable part of the society lose access to the justice system. The act was significantly damaging to the primary purpose of civil legal aid which was to keep the legal justice system available for all. Some members of parliament from the Labour Party and some liberal democrats tried to make some amendments to the act to mitigate its adverse effects. However, these efforts went in vain as the coalition party had more number of members in the parliament. No further efforts or suggestions were introduced by the liberal democrats or the Labour Party since then and the act has been destroying the legal justice system making the common people the primary sufferer (Knight, 2024).


The adverse impacts of the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 can be resolved when the affected people are aware and protest about the matter. The issues can be raised repeatedly to the parliament by the opposition opposition party and the liberals who intend to maintain justice in the legal system. There are numerous ways to raise a voice against an issue, however, the majority of people do not consider doing it until they are personally affected. The intellectuals of the society who are aware of the consequences of the act in the coming years can raise awareness among the people through public speech. Crucial factors of human rights and the country's responsibility towards the common people can be shed light on by the intellectuals along with guiding people to protest against the act. The difficulties faced by people can be posted on social sites with real cases and evidence to draw global attention to the matter. Furthermore, the opposition party in the parliament can raise the issue over and over until justice is provided by changing the act or reforming it with amendments. The ruling party can consider the budget to maintain justice in the country and prioritise the rights of the common and poor people to keep the justice system remarkable and reputable to the world (Smith, 2022).



Conclusion
Legal services and the justice system are crucial for and a backbone for the welfare of society. The discussion in the essay has revolved around the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 of the United Kingdom. The basic concept of civil legal aid has been explained by mentioning its eligibility criteria in the country and the way it can be available to people. The changes introduced by the act have been mentioned in detail along with highlighting the purpose or motive behind those changes. The act has adverse effects on the poor people regarding civil justice and those have been mentioned in the discussion along with a crucial analysis of the political agenda behind the changes. The discussion has ended with some suggestions to reform the act by mitigating the present issues.
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