An evaluation of Aristotle’s philosophy of education. 
This essay seeks to explain, evaluate and assess the impact of the philosophy of the Ancient Greek Philosopher Aristotle within the context of the modern western education system. Aristotle was a Greek Philosopher active during the Classical Period, he lived from 384 to 322 BCE and during that time wrote extensively on philosophy. (Shields, 2015) He tackled such topics as education, culture, the field of mathematics, morality, ethics and his ideals for society. His work within the field of Education can be described as a foundation for modern education systems. (Reeve, 1998) 
Aristotle did not come up with his ideas in a vacuum, he was heavily influenced by the words of Socrates and often discussed morality and ethics with Plato, both being respected philosophers themselves. This context is important as it is a disservice to discuss Aristotle’s Philosophy without first evaluating the works of his predecessor; Socrates. Socrates believed in education without teachers, to put it simply though many consider Socrates to be a founder of modern education, he hated the idea of being considered an Educator himself. Socrates taught that it is the duty of the seeker to seek out knowledge and that natural curiosity should be the driving force behind education. The idea of someone accepting money for education angered Socrates, who felt that education should be something freely given. He is also the first recorded philosopher to hit upon the concept of critical thinking. (Woodruff, 1998) He achieves this by questioning everything, a frequently told myth imagines Socrates visiting the Oracle of Delphi within the temple of Apollo located at the province of Phokis. Socrates is said to have spoken with the Oracle, demanding to know who possesses greater knowledge than Socrates, so that he may learn from them, the Oracle responds that there is no one smarter than he. Socrates is said to have rejected this answer and to have begun his now famous systems of questioning. 
Socrates questioned everything, from Athenian Politicians to what was, at the time, commonly accepted Philosophy through what is now known as the Socratic Method. Paul Woodruff breaks this down into four guidelines. 
“1: The Philosopher denies that he is a teacher and takes the attitude of a learner.”
“2: Lectures uttered by Philosophers are rare, and when given are framed in such a way that Philosopher is not responsible for their content.”
“3: Questions from Philosopher to Companion are the main form of interaction.”
“4: Companion is held responsible for any answers that may emerge.” (Woodruff, 1998)
The explanation for why this method works is also elaborated on by Woodruff who states “learners are more likely to take a lesson to heart if they feel that it belongs to them and was theirs from the beginning.” (Woodruff, 1998) To elaborate, if a learner is allowed to answer their questions themselves, they will be more likely to accept the lessons being taught. Woodruff explains that this works because “The philosopher will not let them (the learner) get away with sloppy thinking, with inconsistencies, or with unsubstantiated knowledge claims.” By applying the Socratic Method to education we have the foundation of Aristotle’s belief in Critical Thinking and Objectivity as concepts. 
Evaluating Aristotle’s Philosophy of Education has proven to be a difficult task for professionals as finding primary sources for what Aristotle actually believed is made complicated by the era in which he was active. C.D.C Reeve gives better detail on the problem. “Our primary manuscripts of the politics break off in the middle of what is itself no more than a preliminary discussion of education.” (Reeve, 1998) To elaborate we no longer have the full works of Aristotle due to decay through the ages and the difficulty of preserving these ancient texts. This means that we cannot examine Politics as it would have been available at the time of Aristotle’s life, but through study of his other works such as Ethos and the analysis of modern philosophers on his works we can piece together what his ideas on Education were. 
This essay will begin covering Aristotle’s Philosophy by approaching the topic of the goals of education. For Aristotle the purpose of Education was for man to reach the concept of Eudaimonia (happiness). Eudaimonia was a concept of an ideal state of being, involving a family, a successful community and an educated mindset to achieve. “It is only by being brought up and educated in a city-state that humans can achieve Virtue (arete) – that state of character whose expression in action is just genuine happiness.” (Reeve, 1998) According to Reeve, Aristotle believed the purpose of education was to allow a person to achieve Virtue. Aristotle believed that a Virtuous person is someone who acts for the good of those around him as well as himself. He recognised 3 types of government that formed in the city0states of Ancient Greece, the Monarchy, the Oligarchy and the Democracy. Reeve finds that “each of these 3 constitutions is of two sorts, one correct, the other, deviant.” (Reeve, 1998) The key difference here is the goal of those in charge, and the source of their happiness. If a king seeks only to improve his own household’s wealth, he is governing incorrectly, if he seeks to use his power for the benefit of his people, then he is governing correctly, or so Aristotle believed. A given ruler or group thereof must govern in a way that allows it to sustain itself, otherwise the virtues they follow must be incorrect. Reeve states that “it is only in the correct constitutions that the virtues of a good man coincide with those of a good citizen.” (Reeve, 1998) Therefore the purpose of Education systems must be raise intelligent citizens capable of acting in a virtuous manner for the good of the city-state, or put anther way, the purpose of a given education system is to allow the continued existence of the government that started them. 
Who should be educated? Aristotle believed that every free male should have access to an education. Slaves and labourers in Ancient Greece would have had no access to Education, though as Reeve explained, “we should beware of assuming that they are the very institutions that Aristotle would recommend for a democratic society like our own.” Aristotle was a man of his time, women were not permitted to learn and slaves had no use for education, therefore Aristotle’s plan for education was aimed only at the free male demographic, though he posited that education should start from a younger age than Socrates or Plato would have recommended. Aristotle believed that education up to age 7 should primarily concern the family ensuring a safe environment for the growth of the child. Children are not to be educated before the age of 5, this time is used for play, the development of muscles and the growth of the child into a healthy toddler. His advice for the time between 0-5 years old is that the marriage of the parents should be secured, a safe home provided, dietary needs of the mother and daily exercise maintained throughout pregnancy and so on, though some more draconian practises stand out. “infants should be habituated to the cold, not only because it is good for their health but because it will better suit them for military service later.” (Reeve,1998) This belief is a product of the time. Ancient Greece had mandatory military service within the Navy or the Armies of the Hellenic League. This was a direct result of the Peloponnesian War in which yearly battles and the defence of city-states was considered as important as philosophy and education. During this time children should be sheltered from the vulgar or obscene, dangerous or otherwise until Education has given the child the tools to explain what he is seeing. 
At Age 5 the child should start education, being taught to read, write, arrange organised exercise, practise art and appreciate music. Reeve observes that the purpose of art and music is for leisure, but Aristotle defined leisure differently from the modern age. John Burnet defines leisure in Ancient Greece as having a purpose, that being for an individual to practise the virtues of the Theoretic Life. “In the first place scientific research is theoria and no doubt Aristotle was thinking chiefly of that. But so too is the artist’s life, so far as he is not a mere artificer, and so is all enjoyment of art and literature.” (Burnet, 1903) So here the theoretic life is concerned with understanding the purpose, beauty and philosophy of Human Nature through appreciation of art and Culture. Aristotle believed the Theoretic Life was the highest virtue a man could live for. To this end children of age 5 and above are to be taught how to learn from these sources. He believed that art and music had the power to inspire the values of the theoretic life in Children. Importantly, Aristotle taught that Children should learn to play music as well as consume it, as he believed “the goalis not to become good lifelong performers, least of all professional ones, rather it is to become good judges.” As it is only by learning to effectively judge a work that one can understand it. 
At Age 7-14 education begins in earnest. “education in reading, writing, music and the rest are accompanied by easier gymnastic exercises.” (Reeve, 1998) Beyond that comes more advanced education into the fields of medicine and business management, until they are, at age 21, considered a full adult and allowed to participate at the communal table. The Communal Table was an idea of a state provided communal area for the freemen of Greece to eat meals provided by the government while they discussed politics, philosophy and culture. This participated more towards Aristotle’s idea that the theoretic life was a virtue to be pursued by every free man, and by having everyone meet in this way a greater sense of community would develop within the city-state. Beyond that we require greater context. Within Athens, where Aristotle spent a lot of his time, the Theatre was an inherently political structure, regular games and plays would take place that satirized the government or raised talking points for the populace. Aristotle believed that education was a constantly sought out goal for an adult, thus the Theatre would be key for an adult in his society. An adult would be free to explore what education they wanted. “in the army, the school of experience, in institutions of higher education like the Lyceum and in that other distinctively Athenian institution where music played a fundamental role.” (Reeve, 1998) Like Socrates before him, Aristotle believed that the burden of education relied upon the learned from 21 onwards. He also believed that one was only to be taken as a rational educated adult once this course of education had been completed. In this ideal scenario the government is educator, provider, guardian, and organiser of its’ citizens, though those in charge would need to be routinely examined within the mechanism of the Theatre to ensure Aristotle’s vision for ideal education would be maintained. 
The purpose of Aristotlian Politics and Philosophy within education then, is to produce educated citizens, who think carefully and analytically and approach situations with an open mind. The ideal citizen would be conscious of his fellow man and feel a sense of duty to care for those around him. The self defence of Greek Citizens would be ensured though rigorous physical education systems and the cultural education through art, music and literature would ensure an adult is eloquent on the topic human nature and able to process emotions, good and bad, in a competent manner. Now to asses the use of Aristotlian Philosophy on modern education systems. 
Aristotian Philosophy of education relies on the desire of a citizen to want to learn. This is an inherent difference between Aristotle and the modern education system. Modern Education is mandatory and has been since the 19th Century in the United Kingdom. The Modern UK Government recognises the duty to its’ citizens to provide an education, and this is available without cost to any child. Where this system differs from the Aristotlian ideal is that even among children food is not supplied by governments, that burden falls upon individual schools or local councils to provide. Children who cannot afford to pay for packed lunches or school meals can be provided free school meals if they qualify for them. This is at least a compromise. The difficulty in assessing Aristotle’s Philosophy here is that while it appears his ideals have been put almost directly into effect, there are points Aristotle would have taken issue with. In John Taylor Gatto’s speech in 1991 at the New York Teacher’s Awards he points out that “curiosity has no place in my work, only conformity.” (Gatto, 1991) Modern education relies entirely upon the teacher-classroom format and the lecturing nature of their work. This is opposed to Aristotle and Socrates’ idea that education should be led by a hunger to learn. 
Aristotle believed that Physical Education should be practised in equal measure with cultural and scientific teachings. This no longer applies in the modern age. Britain has no need for soldiers to use spears and shields to defend their lands, cities no longer need walls to keep out the wildlife and there is no rival power to the east that threatens our safety. Schools in the modern day do maintain Physical Education classes but only once or twice a week at most in order to give children the necessary exercise to remain healthy and no more. While Physical Education classes can be pursued into higher education the justification for doing so has changed. Sport is now under the same framework as Aristotle’s concept of Leisure. It is likely Aristotle would have accepted this as a change in context, though the diminished prevalence of art and music within children’s’ lives would have been seen as a negative by Aristotle. Within most secondary schools music and Arts classes are limited to once a week, and local trips to the theatre come with a completely different context to Ancient Greece. Likewise the modern mechanisms of the idea behind Theatre no longer function. We lack public spaces for the criticism of local government though the internet perhaps fills this ideal more simply than a theatre would. 
So to conclude, Aristotle’s ideas struggle for relevancy in the modern age, the demands of modern life have diminished the importance of culture and exercise and a sense of community somewhat. Aristotle is a foundation upon which the entirety of Education was built. Within the Philosophy of Education used as a foundation for this essay Aristotle is mentioned alongside the works of Kant and Liebniz, Augustine and Roussau, and as such it can be stated that Aristotle is a key figure within the history of education philosophy. 
-Ryan Nathan Urch, 2019
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