Character Dossier: Attalos II Philadelphus

The person I have chosen to represent is Attalos II Philadelphus of the kingdom of Pergamon. Attalos II Philadelphus was born in 220 B.C. and was the son of Attalos I Soter and the brother of Eumenes II.[footnoteRef:1] Attalos II would succeed his brother Eumenes II after his death in 160/159 B.C. but proved to work very well with his brother during his reign.[footnoteRef:2] This can be seen with a comment made by Philip V of Macedon when he was addressing his sons, brought up the relationship between Eumenes II and Attalos II, who, ‘inheriting a small and insignificant kingdom, increased it so much, simply by their concord and agreement and their faculty of mutual respect, that is now inferior to none’.[footnoteRef:3] Examples such as this make it obvious as to why Attalos II earned the name Attalos the brother-loving, but despite his good relationship with Eumenes II and perhaps being the most likable of the Attalids, he did not have the forcefulness or diplomatic ability his father and his brother had.[footnoteRef:4] Despite this, he would lead Pergamon for twenty-one years before dying in 138 B.C.[footnoteRef:5] There is a great deal of evidence for Attalos II existence which comes from several scholars, but most of this comes from Polybius, with other ancient scholars such as Plutarch, Pausanias, Livy and Strabo basing their understanding of Attalos II on the work of Polybius. During his life, he had a great deal of roles and responsibilities even before he succeeded Eumenes II and played a crucial part in the rule of Pergamon. [1:  Hansen 1947: 44-45]  [2:  Allen 1983: 81]  [3:  Plb.23.11.]  [4:  Allen 1983: 81]  [5:  Hansen 1947: 133] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attalos I and his wife, Apollonis of Cyzicus worked hard to manage the education of their sons, not only to make them great leaders, but also to trust and work with each other, which would later prove vital to Pergamon’s success.[footnoteRef:6] Apollonis is represented as saying ‘that she always congratulated herself and gave thanks to the gods, not because of wealth or empire, but because she saw her three sons body-guards of the eldest, who past his days without fear surrounded by brothers with swords and spears in their hands’.[footnoteRef:7] Attalos II would do little until Eumenes II came to the throne, at which he would become his right-hand man and take a great deal of responsibility, which can be seen during the wars with Nabis king of Sparta, when he accompanied his brother and the Roman praetor to recover all the coastal towns which had declared for Nabis in 192 B.C..[footnoteRef:8] In the summer of the same year, Eumenes sent him to Rome, the first of many trips Attalos would make to Rome, where he warned of the activities of the Seleucid king Antiochus III and the Aetolians, which both Rome and Pergamon would later war with.[footnoteRef:9] Attalos II would also become very close to the Romans and would help with the expedition of Manlius Vulso in 190 B.C. after Gallic mercenaries participated in a raid against the kingdom of Pergamon.[footnoteRef:10] Manlius Vulso had wanted Eumenes to join him on this expedition, but he was absent from Asia at the time, so Attalos joined him instead and contributed one thousand infantry and five hundred cavalry, which proved valuable at the battle of Mount Olympus where the Romans and Pergamese defeated the Gauls.[footnoteRef:11] So impressed was Manlius Vulso with Attalos II that he conferred onto him a special distinction, and said ‘the young man had displayed not only remarkable courage and diligence amid all the toils and dangers, but also modesty of behaviour’.[footnoteRef:12] While the relationship between Attalos II and Eumenes II was strong, it was tested when Eumenes was ambushed by assassins on a return visit from Rome and presumed dead, which led to Attalos assuming the regency.[footnoteRef:13] Livy writes that ‘Even Attalos believed it more readily than was worthy of their fraternal harmony, for he conferred with his brother’s wife and with the commander of the citadel as if he were beyond doubt heir to the throne’.[footnoteRef:14] On Eumenes return he displayed dissatisfaction with Attalos’ quickness to woo his wife, but despite this Attalos seceded power back to his brother and their friendship remained strong.[footnoteRef:15] Perhaps the greatest example of the trust and loyalty between the two is from the Third Macedonian War when the Romans began to distrust Eumenes and tried to make Attalos king, but Attalos refused this as he would not betray his brother, but despite this refusal relations between Attalos and Rome remained strong.[footnoteRef:16] [6:  Hansen 1947: 45]  [7:  Plut.Mor.480.5.]  [8:  Hansen 1947: 70]  [9:  Hansen 1947: 72]  [10:  Hansen 1947: 84]  [11:  Hansen 1947: 86]  [12:  Livy.38.23.11.]  [13:  Hansen 1947: 105]  [14:  Livy.42.16.9.]  [15:  Hansen 1947: 107]  [16:  Allen 1983: 4] 

Attalos II was sixty-one when he succeeded his brother and was already an experienced general and statesman[footnoteRef:17] One of his first actions was to give support to the liberation of Galatia, which ultimately put his kingdom even more under the foot of Rome, but he learned from the experiences of his brother and worked to have a mutually beneficial alliance with Rome.[footnoteRef:18] This special relationship with Rome proved useful during Attalos’s war with Prusias of Bithynia from 156 to 154, in which Prusias inflicted great damage to Pergamon by destroying and sacking valuable sites, but after several attempts by the Romans to negotiate peace, the war was ended and Prusias was forced to pay 20 ships and 500 talents over twenty years.[footnoteRef:19] In the year 149 Attalos was given the opportunity to remove Prusias as king of Bithynia by supporting Nicomedes in his claim to the throne of Bithynia.[footnoteRef:20] Attalos was able to invade Bithynia and won the support of the inhabitants and eventually forced Prusias to take refuge in the temple of Zeus in Nicomedia, but he was betrayed by the inhabitants who opened the gates for Attalos and Nicomedes and was murdered by emissaries.[footnoteRef:21] Despite being of an age, Attalos II had proven to be a competent leader and successful general throughout his career, but during the last years of his reign, he had become more dependant on his nephew Attalos III to take part in public affairs, most likely in hope to ready him to be king.[footnoteRef:22] Even up to Attalos II death in 138 at the age of 82, he maintained strong relations with Rome with the two years before his death being known for the visits of Scipio Africanus the Younger, however Attalos II cannot be considered wholly responsible for placing Pergamon under the heel of Rome, as Eumenes II is more guilty for this.[footnoteRef:23] Ultimately, it would be Attalos III who bequeathed the kingdom to Rome in 133.[footnoteRef:24] Despite this, Attalos II proved to be one of the best kings of Pergamon and had a significant role in Pergamon’s history. [17:  Hansen 1947: 123]  [18:  Hansen 1947: 125]  [19:  Hansen 1947: 125-127]  [20:  Allen 1983: 132]  [21:  Hansen 1947: 130]  [22:  Hansen 1947: 132]  [23:  Hansen 1947: 134]  [24:  Boardman, Griffin, Murray 1992: 319] 
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