The importance of CONTEXT in the English language, especially when applied to synonyms

When we are trying to create a paraphrase, or simply attempting to avoid repetition in our written work, synonyms are vitally important. However, unless we have a full understanding of the context of a particular synonym, we may use it incorrectly. In the table below, all the main contexts for the word ROUND are shown, together with examples of usage. In fact, the word round is the “Swiss army knife of the English language”. This is because it is has great versatility, lending itself to 5 parts of speech, some of which have more than one single context:- 


	Part of speech
	Context
	Synonyms
	Examples of usage

	
	
	
	

	Noun
	A set of things 
	sequence, series, cycle, set

	He walked up to the bar and ordered a round of drinks.
The audience gave the speaker a round of applause.
They played a round of golf before lunch.

	
	
	
	

	Verb
	To turn
	turn, circumnavigate, negotiate, skirt, pass
	He rounded the corner too quickly and fell off his bicycle.
The ship rounded the rocks very carefully to avoid crashing into them.

	
	
	
	

	Adjective
	(1) Fat
	rotund, overweight, plump, fat, stout, corpulent, 
slender (antonym)
	The man standing by the doorway had a round face.

	
	(2) Curved shape
	rounded, curved, smoothed, pointed (antonym)
	The back of the chair had rounded edges

	
	(3) Circular
	circular, ring-shaped, disc-shaped
	There was a round table in the centre of the meeting room.

	
	
	
	

	Adverb
	Around
	
	She works all year round.

	
	
	
	

	Preposition
	(1)Approximately
	around, about, (at) approximately
	He will leave round midnight.

	
	(2) In a particular direction
	
	A tour guide took us round the castle.

	
	(3) When something is organised around a person or thing
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]He had built his whole life round her.
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