1702897	EAEE400	word count:1509
[bookmark: _GoBack]


Benefits of bilingualism 

McLeod, et al (2015:pg no 53) States that ‘People who acquire more than one language are described as bilingual and multilingual’. If a child can speak and understand two or more languages fluently then they are known as being bilingual.  
Hunter (2016) explains how when a child reaches five years of age, their brain is around ninety percent developed, and because of this it is best to introduce a second language in a child’s early years. Being a bilingual child can have many benefits throughout their childhood, and later on in adult life. 
Bonfiglio (2016) talks about the many cultural benefits that are linked to being a bilingual child, which include the child being more adaptable to new environments. If having a job when the child is older and requires them to travel, they will be able to adapt to new places easier than people who are not bilingual. Also, she discusses how a child will have its families culture, and being able to speak their language will make it more comfortable when visiting. From being able to speak a second language which is one of the parent’s home language, the child will be able to build a close relationship with that side of the family and bond with them, 

There are a number of different benefits that being a bilingual has on the child’s brain. For example, Bonfiglio (2017) explains how being bilingual gives the child many cognitive benefits which include having a better attention span when compared to other children who are monolingual. She also say’s how bilingual children tend to be better at multi-tasking as they are used to switching from one language to another. Something that can be linked to bilingualism is divergent thinking. Hammel (2018) defines divergent thinking as having the ability to make a number of different responses which are based on weak constraints and this is linked to bilingualism as it is a form of multi-tasking/thinking, which is what bilingual children are quite good at doing as previously mentioned by Bonfiglio (2017). 
Educational benefits of bilingualism are also spoken about by Carmarthenshire.gov (2018) and Bonfiglio (2017. They both discuss how bilingual children have the tendency to perform better in tasks when compared to monolingual children, and Kamentez (2016) agrees with what the others say as she says a similar thought of how bilingual children get higher test scores, again when compare to monolingual children and they also seem to have better school attendance and have fewer behavioural problems. Luk (2011) also talks about how bilingual children as well as adults do tend to perform better than monolingual people when it comes to doing tasks that require cognitive flexibility. 

There are also a number of Economic benefits when it comes to bilingualism. Caremarthenshire.gov (2018)) explain how now days services within workplaces and especially those that deal with the public need to be offered bilingually so that no one is left out, which results in bilingual people being at a high advantage when going for a job. By having individuals who are bilingual within a workplace it ensures that no customers or users will be left at a disadvantage of not being able to communicate. Bonfiglio (2017) also says something similar as she explains how languages is something that is valued highly within the workplace in this century. 

As well as there being cultural and economic benefits to bilingualism, there are also which are discussed by Bonfiglio (2017) which are family benefits. She explains how if a child has family living abroad, then when visiting the child will be able to communicate with the family fluently and feel comfortable around them. 

Studies have suggested that children who were bilingual end up being in better health when they are older, and this is stated with Kamentez (2016), Carmarthenshire.gov (2018) and Bonfiglio (2017). They all discuss similar research which suggests that how being able to speak two or more languages can delay the onset of illnesses such as dementia and alzheimers and also reduces to risk of stroke. 

Learning Wales (2016) explain how all children in wales aged 3-7 follow the foundation phase curriculum within their settings. Bilingual children will benefit from this, as the foundation phase aims to promote the welsh language and it will be from a young age. Mudiad Meithrin (2019) explain how the foundation phase allows children to explore the environments their surrounded by and taking part in all different types of activities meaning a bilingual child in Wales will have the opportunity to learn the welsh language while doing activities that are hands on and surrounded by other children. 

 
Important things to consider when supporting a child with Welsh additional language (WAL)

There are many important things to consider when supporting a child with WAL (Welsh Additional Language). Pacey (2016) explains how some of the best ways to support a child with WAL is to teach it through songs, rhymes, greetings as well as some simple stories, which is all done through the welsh language. This is something that WJEC (1998) agree with as they also say how welsh should be promoted and taught through songs, giving directions greetings and so on. They also explain how classroom displays are important in supporting a child with WAL, and they should be presented in welsh which will result in children being surrounded by welsh words and photos to match, which will give them an understanding. 
The immersion method is one method known to support and teach a child who is learning welsh as an additional language. Mudiad Meithrin (2019) explain how language immersion refers to the way that the Welsh language is introduced to pupils within their care and do not speak welsh. They also tell us that within their settings only welsh is used, and all members must speak welsh to each other. Mudiad Meithrin (2019) state how from using the immersion method within all of their settings, children will be learning the language in the same type of way that they learnt their home language, which is from hearing it and using it all of the time. Baker (2014) supports the immersion method as he explains how this type of situation is advantageous in producing a bilingual child. 
Another thing that is important to consider when supporting a child with WAL is the role of the adults around them in the settings. Mudiad Meithrin (2019) state how the role of the adult is very important as they can have a great influence on the children, meaning when the adults speak they need to ensure that they pronounce things clearly and correctly. Baker (2014) says how all staff should be sensitive and understanding when supporting the child at whatever level of the language that they have, as every child is an individual and all develop languages at different paces. Therefore, each practitioner need to know how advanced their language skills are so that they know the best way to communicate with them or if they need some extra help. 
Baker (2014) says how allowing children to have the opportunity to play with each other is an important factor to consider when supporting a child with WAL. This is due to the fact that when children play, they can communicate freely with each other and they also tend to copy what one another says, which will result in them developing their welsh language skills. He also talks about how organised games and activities are a great way of supporting a child with WAL, this way the practitioners can ensure that welsh words are included in the games and can use this as a way of them learning new words and talking welsh in a fun type of way. 

One of the most important thing to consider when supporting a child with WAL is to give the opportunity as well as encouragement to practice their second language as explained by Baker (2014). He suggests that children should be active speakers and not positive listeners. Young children are bound to make mistakes when pronouncing new words, and that why it is important for practitioners to be there to correct them by repeating the word in the correct form. 

The Welsh Government (2017) are wanting to expand the welsh language, and are hoping to send school staff and support staff on courses no matter what level they already have. They are also going to provide funding to local authorities in Wales in order to raise the standards in the teaching and learning of welsh throughout schools. 
Zanin (2018) explains how Lenneberg believed that the critical period for a child to learn a language is in it’s early years, which is why it is vital for practitioners within settings to promote the welsh language as best as they can. They are also hoping to get a million welsh speakers by 2050 and are currently doing and as the Welsh Governement (2017) say they are targeting places like nurseries to encourage the welsh language as the children within them are the future of Wales.
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