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‘The ability to communicate through a shared language is something we all take for granted’ (Brain. J, 2023).
Everybody enjoys feeling knowledgeable or important. But also, being able to communicate in a local language makes people feel like a valued member of their community. A foundation is built around language and there is a feeling of togetherness when individuals speak the same language (Higher Logic, 2023). Have you ever found yourself in the circumstance where two people were speaking in a language you couldn’t understand? It can be uncomfortable. Taking that in to consideration, given that Welsh is the oldest language spoken in Britian, one might wonder why only 29.2% of the population in Wales can speak the language (The Welsh Government, 2023) (See Appendix 1). This portfolio will be taking a brief view at the historical development of the Welsh language, examining the government’s plans for the future of the language, and ways in which my place of employment supports it. This portfolio will not be viewing specific activities; instead, it will look at the ‘Siarter Iaith’ award. Running through the different targets and how it has created many different learning opportunities and activities for the school in which I am employed.
At the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, a large number of those employed within the furnaces and coal mines would have been Welsh and would have spoken the Welsh language. The rate of immigration, from outside Wales, rose as the 19th century went on. With majority being from England, it is said that if they learned the Welsh language, it was either out of necessity, or out of having a desire to fit into the community (BBC, N.D.). In addition to this, during the First World War, the Welsh language decline accelerated. An estimated 20,000 Welsh speakers lost their lives fighting in the war (Dysgucymraeg.cymru, N.D.). The ‘Welsh Not’, which was introduced in Welsh schools throughout the 19th century is among the most unsettling causes of the language’s decline in speakers. When students were caught speaking Welsh, they were forced to hold and wear a wooden sign (Amgueddfa Cymru (N.D) (See Appendix 2). It would then be handed over to another student if they were heard speaking Welsh and the unfortunate child found holding the ‘Welsh Not’ at the end of the day would be beaten. Despite the fact that many school headteachers enforced this cruel punishment, neither the government nor any laws stated the need for its use. With all stated above taken into consideration, it ought to be expected that the Welsh Government is on a mission to get more individuals to speak Welsh. Their aim: One million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh Government, 2017). The question is, what have the Welsh Government got in store to help accomplish this goal for the future? The new curriculum for Wales and the ‘Four Purposes’ were introduced in 2022, enabling schools to develop their own curriculum (Equal Education Partners, 2023). Using the ‘Four Purposes’ as their foundation, with the end goal being for students to become ‘Ambitious capable learners’, ‘Enterprising, creative contributors’, ‘Ethical informed citizens’ and ‘Healthy confident individuals’ (GWE, 2018) (See Appendix 3).
In my current workplace, we are implementing numerous strategies that align with the new curriculum. One of the most important aspects of our school improvement plan is encouraging students and staff to use the Welsh language. An Estyn report on my workplace produced in 2022 stated  that recommendation 1 – “Improve co-ordination and planning for progress in pupils’ skills including development of pupils’ Welsh speaking, reading and writing skills across the school” (Estyn, 2022).
Being mindful of this guidance, our school’s main focus this year is to obtain the gold ‘Siarter Iaith’ award. The ‘Siarter Iaith’ is a national framework that offers a holistic basis for curriculum development across all settings and schools in Wales. The goal is to boost students’ confidence and improve the usage of the Welsh Language. The framework encourages leaners to speak Welsh in a range of settings and start using Welsh at a young age (Y Gromlech, N.D). For our school, the process of working towards the gold ‘Siarter Iaith’ award has given the students of our school many great Welsh learning opportunities.
[image: ]There are a range of targets that the school have to complete, and each target  presents a range of opportunities for exciting and fun learning.



Target one requires the school to have Welsh displayed around the school. Therefore each class were required to create posters of how Welsh is used in our school, new Welsh signs for different entrances and exits. The students had to create interactive displays in communal areas which reflect a contemporary version of Wales. By the students and staff carrying out these actions, they have achieved target 1 (See Appendix 4).
Many young children recall the colours and artwork of posters. Numerous children learn best visually, wall displays and posters are not just to add visual beauty to the school, but also to support a child’s education. For this reason, educational posters should be displayed outside of the classrooms as well as inside (Littlescholarsplayground, 2021).
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When we asked our students what the advantages of learning Welsh were, there were many blank faces and not many answers. Therefore this term we have dedicated many of our assemblies into learning about the Welsh culture and why the language itself is so important.
The students have been practicing Welsh songs such as the Welsh National Anthem, Yma o Hyd and also Sosban Fach. The children have been learning the translations to the songs and singing them in classes and in assembly. Children can sometimes acquire and retain vocabulary and sentence structures of a different language through singing (Raising Children Network, 2023). The children have also made an effort to decorate the school showing the importance of Welsh, and why individuals should learn the language, ticking off target 2 (See Appendix 5).
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Target 3 requires all members of the classroom, staff and students to use incidental Welsh. Incidental Welsh creates opportunities for learning when it is not even part of the lesson being taught. No matter the school, whether it’s Welsh-medium or English-medium, incidental Welsh is a vital and necessary part of school life in Wales (Price. S, 2024). Currently, the incidental Welsh used at our school is to a high standard. The each member of staff has a keyring with Welsh conversation starters that they can use with each other and the students. There is also a great deal of focus on children who are using incidental Welsh without being prompted by a member of staff. Using ‘ClassDojo’ rewards system, if a student uses Welsh without a prompt, they get a ‘Dojo point’, which comes up on the whiteboard at the front of the class so that all other pupils can see who has been awarded a point, and why they have been awarded that point. Using the behaviourist approach it presents Welsh in a positive light as they are rewarded for speaking the language (Drew, 2023). According to behaviourists, everyone can learn anything. All they require are appropriate rewards and sanctions., when one child gets their ‘Dojo point’ for using Welsh, many of the other students try to join in and score points of their own. Thus creating an environment, where incidental Welsh is spoken naturally by all members of the classroom. However, from my experience, there is some difficulty when it comes to target 4:
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[image: ]For staff, remembering to use Welsh in the corridors is fairly easy. But for students, during their playtimes, they just want to play, so remembering to speak Welsh goes out of the window. To try and tackle this matter, our school have assigned ‘Criw Cymraeg’ members to go out on the playground and organise games for the children to play using the Welsh language, for example; ‘Faint o’r gloch Mr Blaidd?’ (‘What’s the time Mr Wofl?’). This has been working well, but without the motivation from the ‘Criw Cymraeg’ we are having trouble getting the children to speak the language independently. Target 4 has yet to be successfully ticked off.


[image: ]Target 5 aims for the school to promote Welsh in assemblies at school. As stated above, our school has a handful of students to be a part of the ‘Criw Cymraeg’. Whilst they have the task to encourage Welsh games to be played at lunchtimes, they are also tasked with taking assemblies in Welsh. The students decide what the assembly will be on but it must be delivered in Welsh. During the assembly, the ‘Criw Cymraeg’ will teach the other students the ’Brawddeg yr wythons’ (Phrase of the week) which can be simple sentences such as “what is your favourite colour?” and “what did you do on the weekend?”. As the phrase is practised all week, the children tend to remember the sentences. Using a technique like ‘Phrase of the week’ it can employ significant improvement in pupils reading and writing skills as well as vocabulary growth (Smith, 2022). The ‘Criw Cymraeg’ would also teach the children Welsh songs together as a school during the assembly.


Target 6 requires the school to give the students access to Welsh apps and websites. Our students enjoy using technology and the children are given time to use Welsh applications on the iPad’s when they have finished their work. So again, Welsh is seen in a positive light by our students as they are able to play Welsh games as a reward for finishing their work.
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Target 7 requires the school to hold enrichment activities. Whilst we are attempting to fulfil this target the school have invited members of the community to come in and read the students’ Welsh books with them. The students also organised a coffee morning where they went out into the streets to flyer so that they could invite members of the community to come in and have conversations with our staff members and pupils in Welsh. In most cases, minority languages are lost during development unless they are spoken widely in the community (Byeres-Heinlein, N.D). Therefore this coffee morning was a very pleasant experience for the students as they were able to hear Welsh spoken in their community whilst in their school.
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Target 8 is aimed to increase the children’s Welsh reading ability. As a school we have ensured that all children have a Welsh reading book and also an English reading book to read at home and in school. The children are also given ‘Dojo’ points if their parents have signed to say that they have read at home. This has been proven to be another great incentive for the children to practice their Welsh skills at home and for parents to read with their children at home.
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Our topic this year has been on World War One and Two. Surprisingly it has proven to be fairly simply to apply Welsh to this topic. For example, asking the children to write fact files on different world leaders, but written in Welsh (See appendix 6). The year two children have been learning about position and direction in Mathematics. They have been using BeeBots, and learning about positional language in whilst using the Welsh language. The year six children have been finding resources for a fair. They have been finding the items in Welsh, translating them and finding out the cost of each. The above lessons are a examples of how Welsh has been used in cross-curricular activities throughout the school. Cross-curricular activities enables students to think outside of the box creatively whilst supporting critical thinking and problem solving in practical situations. With cross-curricular learning, pupils are able to combine a topic in which they are enthusiastic about with something they might not be. It gives the students some flexibility with their work (Chaingpradit, 2022).
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Target 10 focuses on creating a positive attitude towards the Welsh language.  According to  Arman. L, (2023), 3 in 5 students express a lack of confidence using Welsh in educational environments, and that in some cases the classroom is the only setting where the students will use Welsh. Arman added, that many young people believe that they will have to leave Wales in order to obtain employment and therefore, learning the Welsh language is not a top priority for them. Therefore, target 10 of the Siarter Iaith award is efficient in assisting change in attitudes of young learners. To obtain this goal, students have been introduced to some Welsh games during lessons. One of their favourites is ‘Sentence stealer’. The students select a sentence from the model text, keep it a secret from their classmates, and then play “rock, paper, scissors” to try and find someone who has chosen the same sentence. As well as playing games, it is really useful using competition activities with the children. For example: The students are given a text and a Welsh dictionary, their task is to translate the text before their partner. The children really engage in activities such as these and is a great method to use when creating a positive attitude towards Welsh.

To conclude this portfolio, the Siarter Iaith award has been a very positive aspect in celebrating the Welsh language and our culture. It has created so many learning opportunities for both the students and the staff. Although some of the targets have been harder to acquire than others, the whole school working towards one goal has been very fulfilling. On a personal note, it has been a great reminder for me, the importance of our Welsh culture and how vital it is for our young learners to be proud of their culture. 
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Figure 1: Number of people aged three or older able to speak

Welsh, 2001 to June 2023
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